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By WiifLiAM £. Pabor 

The original habitat of the orange is still an unsettled point 
among horticultural authorities, but it seems to be narrowed down 
to China and India. There are those who assert that its birth- 
place was in the Burmese peninsula, while others claim it is a 
native of India. But the weight of evidence is in favor of China, 
since so eminent an authority as De Candolle is on the side of 
the Yellow Empire. If, as claimed by some, it is but a variety of 
the citron, its cultivation through long centuries has had its re- 
munerative effect, and in the whole range of fruits it stands 
at the head of tropical products, by the side of its older brother, 
the Apple of the Temperate Zone. How early in our era it was 
cultivated in China can only be conjectured, but it has been es- 
tablished that it appeared in Arabia in the Ninth Century of the 
Christian Era, and. three hundred years later, was to be found in 
various parts of Europe. In the sixteenth century groves abound- 
ed in Italy and Spain, and the roving buccaneers of the latter 
country brought the fruit with them to the West Indies, and 
thence to the mainland of Florida. There is no doubt that about 
the same time the orange found its way to the countries of Cen- 
tral and South America. 

Some enthusiastic writers on the subject incline to the the- 
ory that, since the bitter orange has been known to grow on the 
peninsula ever since we have had any knowledge of it, that it is 
indigenous to the soil, which is doubtful. The various varie- 
ties, originated by enterprising propagators, budded on sour and 
sweet orange, pomelo and rough lemon stock, are now to be 
found in twenty-six of the forty-six counties, at the close of the 
year 1908. These occupy the lower half of the peninsula, the 
non-hearing ones being in districts known as the Northeastern, 
the Northern, and the Northwestern. These counties are named 
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here to correct the impression that prevails as to the whole of 
Florida being adapted to it. Especially in the counties lying 
along the northern border and adjoining Georgia with the cer- 
tainty of severe cold weather, orange groves do not feature the 
landscape, yielding place to the peach and the pear. In alpha- 
betical order these counties are as follows: Bradford, Calhoun, 
Columbia, Escambia, Franklin, Gadsden, Hamilton, Jackson, Jef- 
ferson. LaFayette, Levy, Liberty, Madison, Santa Rosa, Sumter, 
Suwannee, Taylor, Wakulla, Walton and Washington. 

The counties in South Florida that report over a hundred 
thousand bearing trees, with about an equal number of what 
are termed non-bearing, a term leading to misapprehension on the 
part of those not familiar with its meaning, which is that these 
trees are in newly planted groves, not yet of fruiting size. These 
counties are Brevard, DeSoto, Hillsboro, Lake, Orange, Polk, 
Putnam, St. Johns, and Volusia. 

THE FOUR ORANGE GROUPS. 

Botanists classify citrus fruits into a number of groups, the 
orange, occupying four, namely. Trifoliate, Bigarade, Sweet and 
Mandarin. The first named is grown as a stock on which to bud 
varieties planted in some of the northern counties. The fruit is 
small, ripening in September and October, but is of little com- 
mercial value. 

The Bigarade, known early in the history of orange culture 
as the American, or sour variety, now takes permanent place as a 
distinct type under the name given it, since for over eight hundred 
years its has reproduced itself true to seed. Says H. Harold 
Hume, in his work on citrus fruits : "The Spaniards brought the 
first Bigarade oranges to America. Fruit was obtained by the 
Indians and they carried it about on their journeys. The seeds 
were dropped where the fruit was eaten, and finding in Florida 
and other regions soil and climate adapted to their growth grew 
up where they were deposited. As a result, wild groves were 
found on the shores of lakes and rivers. Natural groves, where 
four of five hundred trees grew on an acre of ground, were not 
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uncommon at one time in many parts of Florida^ and even to this 
day, the sour oranges grow wild in many of the hammocks." The 
principal use, however, of this variety is as a stock on which to 
bud new varieties, although the fruit, though somewhat bitter, is 
used to make marmalade, while the juice forms the refreshing 
drink known as orangeade. In certain sections of the State trees 
budded on Bigarade, as well as Trifoliate, do not thrive as well 
as those budded on rough lemon stock. 

THE SWEET ORANGES. 

Where the orange known by this name was first produced 
in Florida has not been definitely established. Mr. Hume states 
that the early settlers found them in the hammocks. The once, 
and still partly, famous Indian River orange had its origin in 
these groves, planted no one knows by whom, or when. The 
trees, however, were not so abundant as those known as the sour 
orange. To the Spaniards, no doubt, belongs the honor of in- 
troducing them into both North and South America. The varie- 
ties now catalogued are too numerous to be mentioned in this 
brief article. Here in Florida, as at first in California, too many 
were introduced by nurserymen, and the time is at hand when 
the test, for commercial purposes, should be confined to perhaps 
three or four each of the early, medium, and late varieties. 

Less than half a century marks the history of orange cul- 
ture in Florida. With a gradually increasing yield from 1856 
with its 600,000 boxes up to the seasons of disaster in 1894-95, 
when 5,000,000 boxes was the generally accepted estimate on the 
trees, of which, however, but a small per cent reached the markets 
in good condition. The following season showed how great had 
been the destruction of bearing trees. Less than 80,000 boxes 
was the output, those from seedling trees in South Florida that 
were old and strong, suffering only in some of the outer branches, 
leaving the main trunk uninjured. Thousands of groves owned 
by non-residents were abandoned by their owners, who, up to 
this date had found the investment a profitable one. Slowly, 
year by year, the number of resident owners has increased until 
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the product for the season of 1908-9 has been set down at 3,500,- 
000 boxes, which goes to show how quickly the orange can re- 
cover from so serious a blow, as well as proving the faith its 
growers have in it. No farm or fruit crop but has its season of 
failure, subject to nature's moods. 

Below is given statistical data taken from the Biennial Re- 
ports of the Commissioner of Agriculture for the years 1901-1906, 
inclusive : 

Bbaring and Non-Bbaring Trbbs, Products and Yalubs. 



Year 


Bearinar 
Trc€« 


N on- Bearing 
Trees 


Product 
In Boxes 


Values 


1901.. 


... 590,041.. 


..2,945,181.. 


.. 972,589. 


. . .$1,471,439 


1902., 


... 938,652.. 


. .2,587,137. . 


..1,465,306. 


... 2,306,266 


1903.. 


...1,219,354.. 


..1,901,767.. 


..1,950,823. 


... 2,747,877 


1904.. 


...1,494,749.. 


..1,477,192.. 


..2,363,058. 


... 2,600,736 


1905., 


...1,786,944.. 


..1,537,395.. 


..2,961,195. 


... 3,353,609 


1906.. 


...1,990,910.. 


..1,282,236.. 


..2,480,560., 


... 2,958,579 



Varieties: Early, Medium and Late. 

The limited space allowed for this article will only permit 
brief mention of several of the leading varities, all well adapted 
to Florida soil, although care has to be observed as to kinds best 
suited to a latitude extending in length over four hundred miles ; 
a peninsula, except as to its northern border, a climate partly 
temperate and partly tropical with a soil also varying greatly in 
character. The low tide level hammock lands on either coast 
stretch inward to blend with what is termed flatwoods land, sepa- 
rating the coast country from the high, pine plateau of Central and 
South Florida. Hence several varieties of stock are used to bud 
new varieties on, suited to particular sections. Those on rough 
lemon lead in Central and South Florida, while those on Trifoliate, 
a hardier stock, are best adapted for planting in Northern Florida. 
Pomelo, sour and sweet orange stock are also used to some ex- 
tent. 
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EARLY VARIETIES. 

Boone's Early. — Medium size, good quality, extremely early, 
coloring up as soon as ripe; season, September and October. 
Parson Brown. — Medium size, smooth of skin, fine in texture, 
very juicy, of good quality, a good keeper and shipper. 

MEDIUM VARIETIES. 

Pineapple. — This variety is becoming a formidable rival of 
the Indian River, and possesses a wider field for its culture, be- 
ing by many growers considered the best for Central and South 
Florida. This is especially true of the Lake region of Polk and 
DeSoto counties, where it has become the leading variety in ex- 
tensive groves. Budded on rough lemon stock, it becomes a 
strong, upright tree, very prolific. Fruit of medium size, skin thin 
but tough, very smooth and bright, juicy and of excellent quality. 
Season, January to March. 

Nonpareil. — Pulp melting, acidity and sweetness well blend- 
ed, flavor rich and vinous. Originated like the Pineapple from a 
Florida seedling. Season, December and January. 

Surprise. — Introduced a few years ago, but gives promise of 
proving worthy of the full description of it, given by Mr. Hume, 
as follows: "Surprise is an excellent orange, equal to the best. 

It is juicy and heavy It must be looked upon as a decided 

acquisition by Florida planters. The variety is distinct from 
other Navel oranges, though occasional specimens resemble the 
Bahia. No seeds have been found in any of these fruits." Sea- 
son, a long one — November to Febniary. 

LATE VARIETIES. 

Ruby. — A blood orange; flesh fine-grained; yellow at first, 
streaked with red in mid-season and blood-red when fully ripe; 
possesses a rich, vinous flavor. Season, January to March. 

TardiflF. — Of medium size, round or slightly oval; smooth, 
solid, heavy ; flesh firm ; flavor racy ; a strong grower, with foli- 
age having but few thorns ; ripens in March and April, and will 
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hang on the tree in good condition until mid-summer. One of the 
best of the late varieties. 

Valencia Late. — Fruit of medium size; skin smooth; solid 
and heavy; flesh firm; flavor racy, abundantly juicy, excellent 
flavor, possessing the quality that best suits the hot months. Sea- 
son, the latest of all, keeping up its quality through the north- 
em summers. Reaches the market when there are no other 
oranges to compete with it for public favor. 

THE MANDARIN GROUP. 

This species of orange has been placed separate from the 
sweet group and is so accepted by Florida renters and growers. 
It originated, according to DeCandolle, in Cochin China. In 
1805 it seems to have been cultivated (under glass) in England, 
and, later on, upon the European continent, especially in Italy and 
Spain. Its first appearance in America is set down as in 1845, 
when the Italian Consul at New Orleans planted a few trees on 
the grounds of the Consulate at Algiers, a suburb of the Cres- 
cent City. A few years later it was introduced into Florida, and 
the thousands of trees of the different varieties now bearing de- 
licious fruit attest its adaptability to its soil and climate, with re- 
sults very satisfactory to growers. 

There are six varieties in this group now in cultivation in 
Florida, namely, China, Cleopatra, Dancy, King, Oneco and Sat- 
suma. Their general character is somewhat similar and they 
vary only in size and season of ripening. The Dancy is the lead- 
ing variety, the Satsuma the next. The first is better known to 
the public as the Tangerine, which has November and Decem- 
ber for its seasons, thus making it a favorite holiday fruit. The 
Satsuma is noted for its thin skin, and is the earliest of the Man- 
darin group, beginning in October. It is grown on Trifoliate 
stock, mainly, for groves in the northern half of Florida. The 
King is noted for its size, being very large, and with closely ad- 
hering skin and segments, like all the Mandarin varieties. Color 
orange red: skin rough; pulp juicy, with a peculiar aromatic 
flavor. Season, March to May. 
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Two new hybrids of apparent value mark the progress of the 
experimenting going on to create a Mandarin orange of larger 
size than the Dancy, that now controls the market, having the 
size, flavor, and quality of the ordinary sweet oranges, and the 
easily removable skin of the Mandarin. Both these originated 
in Manatee county, on the g^lf coast, and have been named the 
Wishart and the Trimble. They differ somewhat from Dancy, 
the mother parent, being larger, ripening earlier and possessing 
the flavor of the Parson Brown, whose pollen produced them. 
The Wishart has a smooth, the Trimble, a rough, exterior. The 
former is said to have a finer flavor than the latter, though the 
Trimble makes up in size what it may, perhaps, lack in* quality. 
The two weeks' earlier ripening claimed for them will, event- 
ually, make them popular as the earliest of the Mandarins. They 
can probably be grown only in South Florida, where they origi- 
nated. 

THE CITRONGE.. 

As a general proposition, orange culture in Florida is as 
safe from disaster as are the deciduous fruits of the North, where 
late frosts in early spring are often the bane of the peach and 
apple growers. Yet there are occasional seasons when the spe- 
cial industries for which the State is famous, suffer from the ef- 
fects of the blizzards that rise in the land of the Dakotas, sweep 
across the central and Gulf States and pass over the peninsula 
like a besom of destruction. During the century just closed 
three such severe blows have been in evidence — in 1835, 1886 and 
1894-5. destroying the greater part of the budded trees through- 
out the State, particularly in the northern portion. 

To the end that hardier varieties capable of enduring lower 
degrees of temperature may be introduced, the Bureau of Plant 
Industry has been experimenting for several years, with some 
measure of success. For this purpose the Trifoliate trees have 
been used, and Mandarin varieties have been crossed on them, 
producing hybrids more or less satisfactory, two of which may 
be said to be acceptable initial varieties to a new group to be 
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called the Hardy. The fruit is not equal in sweetness to standard 
oranges; they are, as H. J. Webber, of Plant Industry Depart- 
ment, says, in describing them, "neither sweet oranges nor lem- 
ons." One has been named the Rusk and was developed by Mr. 
G. H. Norton in his grove at Eustis, Florida. The other also 
originated in this grove, and has been named the Willit. Both 
are somewhat sour and are more like lemons than oranges. "The 
fruit of the Rusk is beautiful, of excellent texture and exceeding- 
ly juicy. * * * The Willit has a different flavor and possesses a 
particularly acid taste." 

Since the year 1900 this new group of citrus fruits has been 
disseminated throughout the border counties of Florida and found 
to be extremely hardy, withstanding a temperature as low as eigh- 
teen degrees above zero. It will, no doubt, be equally as safe 
along the southern borders of the Gulf States, but is not likely 
to become of commercial importance, save as material for a 
"citronage" beverage, for which it may in time replace the lemon 
for culinary purposes as well as for an acceptable drink. 

A third variety, known as the Morton, was distributed in 
1906 by the lUircau of Plant Industry, which has already pro- 
duced what is held to be a fine fruit, in Baker county, on the 
north border of the State. But it may be said that this new 
group will be of little importance to Florida, though it will no 
doubt be largely propagated for planting in the Gulf States, and 
perhaps over their northern line into these adjoining them. 
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By WiifLiAM £. Pabor 

The pomelo has become one of the important industries of 
Florida, and is outranked only by the orange in the line of citrus 
fruits. It is supposed to be of Polynesian or Malayan origin. It 
has gone under numerous names in foreign countries, but all 
allied to its present Americanized name, which, however, is not 
as yet wholly familiar to the public at large because it came into 
notice as Grape Fruit on account of its habit of growing in clus- 
ters of from three to twelve, much after the fashion of the scup- 
pemong grape. Only within the last twenty years has it be- 
come of commercial importance, and, as yet it is an unfamiliar 
fruit, except in the cities and larger towns of the country. A 
taste for it, as is also true of many tropical fruits, such as the 
guava, mango, avocado pear, and others that might be named, has 
to be acquired, which, owing to its quinine flavor, is not at first 
easy; but, as excellent tonic qualities lie concealed in the juice 
hidden under its thick skin, it is becoming an indispensable break- 
fast relish in its season in the homes of thousands who a few 
years ago did not know of its existence. That there is a good 
hygienic reason for its growth in favor is without question. Its 
peculiar acidity renders it an almost sovereign remedy for mala- 
rial and bilious troubles, while as a "bracer" it is quite the equal of 
quinine and vastly more agreeable. Physicians recommend it 
most highly for "grip" convalescents, and some assert that the 
habitual consumer of the pomelo can consider himself immune 
from this unpleasant malady. Not the least among the virtues 
ascribed to it, and which will recommend it to womankind, is 
that it is a complexion beautifier. To achieve this result it must 
be eaten freely and regularly without sugar and, preferably, the 
first thing at breakfast. 

Like the orange, the Spaniards brought it to Florida about 
the time Ponce de Leon came to seek the fabled Fountain of 
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Perpetual Youth within its borders. Disseminated by the In- 
dians through indiscriminate seed dropping, gloves of pomelo 
trees were soon to be found in hammock land, growing wild, yet 
producing a fruit at once refreshing and quickly appreciated by 
those who came to be familiar with it. This was especially true 
of those who were winter tourists or residents who, returning to 
their northern homes, carried back boxes filled with the new, 
strange fruit, to keep them reminded of the sunny land in which 
it ripened, and to exhibit to admiring friends and acquaintances. 
Thus, gradually, a demand was created for it, and instead of be- 
ing allowed to ripen, fall and rot under the trees, shipments to 
northern markets began to be made in barrel lots, at first. Since 
then, year by year, during the last twenty years, its circle of 
distribution has widened and the area of grove acreage increased 
until now it has become established in all the orange growing 
counties in the State, and, as a rule, commands better prices. 
At no time up to the present has the supply equaled the demand, 
and this seems likely to be the case for many years to come. Mr. 
Hume, in writing about it says: "At present it seems probable 
that Florida will retain control of the pomelo market for some 

time to come, perhaps indefinitely California can not at 

present be considered a competitor, and whether that State will 
ever seriously affect the Florida market is doubtful." This was 
written several years ago, but since then Florida has nearer rivals 
to fear in Cuba and Porto Rico, and must expect to meet compe- 
tition from these close-at-hand sections. But the Florida pomelo 
grown on the high pine lands of central and south Florida will 
always be able to secure by its firmness and flavor the favor of 
lovers of the fruit. 

As an investment, the writer holds a ten, twenty, and forty 
acre pomelo grove to be better and safer than a like acreage of 
the orange. The tree is a heavy bearer, gives its first fruit a 
year or two earlier, is on an equal footing as to expense for 
culture, and perhaps less liable to injury from severe colds, and, 
some day, will be as well known and consumed in every nook and 
comer of the country, as its sweeter sister fruit, while its tonic 
qualities will give it a superior hygenic value. 
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VARIETIES. 



As to varieties, quite a number have been established by 
those interested in developing the industry, though the seedling 
tree stoutly maintains its hold, especially with the older native 
population who do not see the necessity of paying nurserymen 
high prices for "fancy" budded varieties when trees can be raised 
from seed secured at home and at no cost. It is true, however, 
that it takes a seedling tree about twice as long to produce its 
first crop as does the budded varieties, but of what account is time 
to this class in "the land where it is always afternoon" ? Besides, 
the seedling tree, except in the early years of its growth, will sur- 
vive a freeze similar to that of 1894-5, in such counties as Polk, 
DeSoto, Manatee, and those lying further south, as can easily be 
proven by trees at least fifty years old in these favored counties. 

The various hybrids composing the pomelo group at present 
known to the public at large, are the Aurantium, Duncan, Excel- 
sior, Marsh, Pemambuco, Tresca, Triumph, Royal, and Walter. 
All more or less carry a number of seeds, the Marsh having the 
fewest. They vary in size, but differ in quality. The three lead- 
ing ones in cultivation are the Marsh, Excelsior and Silver Ches- 
ter, the last name having been introduced since Mr. Hume's 
book was published, and therefore not in his list, but is likely 
to become the most popular of all the future plantings. Its his- 
tory has only lately become known, though the original tree from 
which it has been propagated is nearly twenty years old, and is 
still standing in one of the groves at Winter Haven, in Polk 
county. A description of it will cover all the good qualities, and 
also be superior to the greater number of the varieties mentioned 
above. 

Silver Chester. — Klemm's. Size, large. Will pack forty-six 
to fifty- four in box; color, light yellow; form, oblate; base, 
smooth ; stem, thick. Bitter principle strongly developed. Acid- 
ity and sweetness well marked; juice almost transparent; seeds 
about thirty ; quality the best. Ready for the holiday trade, but 
will hang on the tree until summer, improving in quality. The 
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tree (nearly thomless) is a very strong, vigorous grower, and an 
early and heavy bearer, producing its fruit in clusters and carry- 
ing it well through the seasons. It has proved hardier than any 
other variety of the pomelo g^oup, and has become a favorite and 
money maker wherever planted. 

THE FIVE LEADING POMELO COUNTIES. 

In 1901 the five counties leading in pomelo culture were, in 
the order of number of trees, Lee, Hillsboro, Manatee, Orange 
and Dade. In 1906 this order was changed and the "favorite 
five" were Lee, Dade, Polk, Manatee and Volusia. The number 
of trees and yield in the last named year was as follows: 
County Trees Yield in boxes. 

Lee 105,420 41,435 

Dade 81,664 24,797 

Polk 27,700 53,461 

Manatee 26,083 .26,090 

Volusia 19,555 11,011 

BEARING TREES, YIELD IN BOXES AND VALUES. 

1901-1906. 

Year Trees Yield Value 

1901 136,485 22,837 $142,262 

1902 121,021 43,117 282,533 

1903 218,206 96,186 340,386 

1904 324,498 259,478 467,254 

1905 373,008 301,301 588,434 

1906 491,642 450,263 715,741 

THE TANGELO. 

While the experiment which resulted in producing the cit- 
ronge were in progress similar work was going on in efforts to 
create a fruit combining the qualities of the Dancy (Tangerine) 
Mandarin orange and the Pomelo, resulting in the Taniytlo, 
possessing the removable rind of the first and a sweeter flavor 
than the last named fruit. Two new named varieties are kiiown 
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in the citrus world as the Nocatee and the Sampson. The last 
named is likely to become of commercial value, especially in 
South Florida, since its hardiness is no greater than that of its 
parents. 

The bitterness of the mother Pomelo has almost wholly dis- 
appeared in her promising offspring and Mr. F. G. Sampson, of 
Boardman, Florida, in whose gloves the hybrid tree developed, 
has been deservedly honored by having it carry his name. Mr. 
H. J. Webber, in describing it, says: "The Sampson Tangelo 
seems to furnish a happy medium between the Tangerine and 
the Pomelo, which will recommend it to many who find the 
Pomelo too harsh. It is believed that the fruit will occupy a 
place not now filled by any other citrus fruit, and that it will 
become valuable for commercial purposes. Its superior quality 
and the "Idd-glove" character of the rind will mark it as a 
distinct and most valuable creation." As such, in the near fu- 
ture, the Tangelo grove will become a prominent factor in the 
counties comprising the southern district of Florida. 
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By Chas. H. Smith, Secretary of the Jacksonville Board of Trade, 

Florida, although one of the oldest states in the union, is 
to most people a terra incognito. The prevailing impression 
seems to be that it is a land of oranges and other citrus fruits 
and a popular resort for wealthy tourists, who spend a few idle 
months in the winter season and will seldom go far from its lux- 
urious hotels. 

The purpose of this article is briefly to summarize some 
of its lesser known resources and to show its possibilities. 

CASSAVA 

Is one of the most valuable crops now grown in Florida. It 
possesses no poisonous character and is perfectly adapted to all 
parts of Florida. It produces most abundantly with only mod- 
erate applications of fertilizer. 

As a raw material for the manufacture of starch, six tons of 
cassava produces 2,400 pounds of commercial starch as against 
1,200 pounds obtainable from forty bushels of corn. It is ex- 
cellent for fattening pigs and ca^le. It is a palatable and nutri- 
trious human food, and furnishes a most desirable domestic sub- 
stitute. 

CEMRNT. 

There are extensive beds of white cement in Western Flor- 
ida, which it is claimed is equal to Portland cement. It can be 
made into very handsome bricks and tiles for buildings. If 
some enterprising capitalist would undertake to handle this he 
would undoubtedly find that there is money in it. 

TREES OF FLORIDA. 

While immense quantities of yellow pine are being shipped 
from the state, yet there are two hundred varieties of other woods 
which are only being utilized to a small extent. Thcv are suit- 
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abk for interior finish, cabinet work and furniture, cooperage, 
ship and boat building, wagons and carriages, agricultural im- 
plements, tool handles and plane stocks, ox yokes, saddle-trees, 
woodenware, gun stocks, engravers' blocks, paper pulp, tanning 
barks, medicinal barks and for other purposes. 

This statement is based upon a report made by Prof. A. H. 
Curtis, who has made a careful study of the subject. 

PALMETTO. 

Mr. C. B. Warrand of Savannah, Georgia, in a letter to the 
Baltimore Manufacturers' Record makes the following state- 
ment : 

"The palmetto contains from careful and repeated anal- 
ysis, from 11 to 12 per cent of tannic acid, and compares 
favorably in that respect with some of the other leading tan- 
nins, with hemlock bark, which contains only about 8 per 
cent and chestnut bark, which contains 10 to 11 per cent. 

Oak bark, the best known tanning material, contains 
from 17 to 18 per cent; but leather tanned with palmetto 
is, it is claimed, fully as bright and as durable as oak-tanned 
leather, and the hide treated by it will gain as much in weight 
as if oak, chestnut or hemlgck bark were employed. 

The palmetto, moreover, is much cheaper, not only be- 
cause more easily obtained and is less in demand, but because 
after the tannin is extracted from it the refuse is worth much 
more than the cost of the green raw material ; that is, after 
it has been used in the manufacture of leather, what is left 
of it is valuable for other purposes. This refuse consists of 
800 pounds of fibre to the ton and it can be utilized, Mr. 
Warrand points out, "for paper stock, plastering hair, bed- 
ding and upholstering material, cordage, oakum, felt, or in 
lieu of jute for cotton bagging." The commercial value of 
these fibre products varies from $20 to $100 per ton and the 
demand is unlimited. 

It is generally estimated that 15 pounds of oak bark 
are required to tan one pound of hide into leather. The 
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average cost of oak bark is more than $200 per ton, at which 
price fifteen cents' worth of bark is required to produce a 
pound of leather. This expense is entirely done away with 
when palmetto is used, as it has been shown that the refuse 
of the palmetto is worth more than the g^een plant. Another 
advantage claimed for the palmetto is that the tanner who 
uses it can obtain it from day to day as it is required, while 
those who use the bark have only a few months to lay in 
their supplies and are compelled, therefore, to purchase for 
months ahead, thus tying up a considerable portion of their 
capital. 

A ton contains enough tannic acid to tan 100 pounds 
of flint hides. The refuse 800 pounds of fibre is worth from 
one to five cents per pound, netting enough to pay for the 
palmetto originally used and all the manufacturing expenses, 
and leaving a small margin of profit, regardless of the tan- 
nin." 

SUGAR CANE. 

The report of Prof. Wm. C. Stubbs, director of the Louis- 
iana Sugar Experiment Station, on the analysis of some thirty- 
seven samples of Florida cane, certainly shows most conclusively 
the superiority of Florida's product. Taking the average of 
thirty-seven samples, we find the following result : 

Sucrose 15.04 per cent. 

Glucose 1.78 per cent. 

This is certainly a good average for the state. It means, 
with modem apparatus, a yield of 197.53 pounds of granulated 
or pure sugar per ton of cane. A fair average in Louisiana is 
185 pounds. 

This analysis also shows that the purple (red) and striped 
(ribbon) cane is far superior to the g^een in sugar content, and 
has much less glucose in it; hence it is by all means to be pre- 
ferred for sugar making — a fact long since discovered by Louis- 
iana and South Georgia. 

The thirteen samples of purple and striped cane show the 
following average: 
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Sucrose 17.12 per cent. 

Glucose 1.08 per cent. 

Coefficient of purity 88.02 per cent. 

or an available sugar content (with modem apparatus) of 204 
pounds of pure sugar per ton of cane. 

PECANS. 

The increasing demand for these nuts has stimulated the 
planting of the trees. Thus far the industry has received com- 
paratively little attention in this state, but it has been found to 
be so exceedingly profitable that several farms have been started 
on an extensive scale. Any farmer can plant a few trees on his 
land and with comparatively little attention when the trees come 
into bearing he can be assured of a nice little income from the 
same. 

THE POULTRY BUSINESS. 

The growing of poultry, both for eggs and for fowls for the 
market, is one of the coming industries in all parts of the state. 
For some reason it has been generally believed that poultry would 
not do well in this Southern climate except a portion of the year 
and but comparatively few farmers have engaged in the business 
further than to keep a few hens for their own use. The contin- 
ued high price of eggs has caused many of the farmers to inves- 
tigate the business and increase their flocks. In the winter sea- 
son there are floods of visitors and the great hotels, small ones 
and boarding houses are filled to overflowing with tourists from 
the Northern states. 

This makes a great demand for poultry and eggs, and oft 
times fresh eggs bring as high as 50 cents per dozen. Poultry 
cooked in its various forms is one of the chief meat products. 
We asked a popular manager of one of the leading hotels why 
he did not use "home-grown chickens." His reply was very sig- 
nificant and one that every poultry grower should remember. 
"Every day we serve chicken in some form, or as our patrons de- 
mand it. It is impossible for us to secure enough poultry from 
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the farmers to meet our demand and we are obliged to purchase 
frozen dressed poultry from the g^eat packing houses in the 
north and oft times this is not a satisfactory deal. If we could 
make a contract with a grower of poultry to furnish us a given 
amount each day through the season, dressed or undressed, it 
would be most satisfactory to us and more so to the guests. The 
trouble is we can not get our supply from the farmers, and we 
must have it daily and ample to supply the demand. Wake up 
the farmers and get them interested, supply the demand both for 
poultry and fresh eggs and we will purchase from them instead 
of sending to Chicago or Kansas City for our supplies." 

FIBRE. 

The next very important product of the State inviting the 
investment of capital in manufacturing is our varied fibre yield- 
ing plants, prominent among which are the bear-grass, the agave, 
wild jute and hemp. 

The bear-grass is of spontaneous growth all over the State 
and when properly handled produces a very strong and fine fibre. 
Simple machinery for separating the fibre from the outer cover- 
ings would pay and ready sale would be found for it in man- 
ufacture of certain articles. The same may be said of the .\gave 
plant, with the addition of the fact that it yields much more in 
fibre. 

The wilil jute yields abundantly a fine and excellent fibre. 
The writer has seen sixxrimens a yard or more long, white as un- 
bleachetl flax, almost as fine as silk thread, of remarkable 
strength, which was prepareil in the crudest way without the 
proper machinery. It grows everywhere without ailtivation and 
proj>erly treated yields a large fibre thread for which the cotton 
states are leaving annually hundreils of thousands of tlollars in 
the way of bagging for their snowy fleece. No matter whether 
the price of cotton is high or low the planter must have jute bag- 

rF^\CHES. 
This State produces as fine peaches as are grown anywhere 
in the South. Comparatively little attention has been given to 
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the growing of this particular fruit, but recently some experiments 
on a large scale have been made and the trees have yielded abun- 
dantly and afforded large profit. 

VEGETABLES. 

Intelligent truck-farming is a very profitable business and 
because vegetables mature earlier than they do farther north 
they command higher prices in the northern markets. 

A fair example of what can be done was shown by J. R. 
Davis, of Bartow, in Polk County, who grew and shipped 

Cabbages Barrels 1200 

Potatoes *' 50 

Tomatoes Crates 1400 

Cucumbers *' 100 

Beans ** 500 

Egg Plants " 25 

English Beans " 40 

Beets " 500 

Squash " 200 

Onions ** 150 

Peppers ** 25 

Butter Beans " 10 

In all 4,150, yielding him an average of $1.25 per crate of 
barrel, or $5,200 for his crop. 

Celery and lettuce are extensively grown near Sanford, re- 
sulting in fine crops for which excellent prices are obtained. 

Watermelons, canteloupes, strawberries, plums, pears, and 
grapes are profitable crops. 

DAIRY FARMING. 

This industry has greatly increased in importance in the last 
six or eight years. Fifteen to twenty years ago a considerable 
number of thoroughbred Jersey, Ayreshire, Alderney, and some 
Holstein and Durham bulls and cows were introduced into the 
State, principally in the section lying between the Suwanee and 
Apalachicola rivers. 
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The effect of this was very soon noticeable in the better- 
ment of milk stock by grading up, till now a very large percentage 
of the stock, and especially that used for dairy purposes, arc 
either thoroughbreds or high grade of one or the other breeds 
mentioned, but chiefly Jerseys. At this time, however, high 
gjade and thoroughbred cattle are to be found in every section of 
the State, and the industry is paying handsome profits on the in- 
vestment. 

The business is steadily increasing, yet the demand is far 
greater than the supply, the dairymen of the State not being able 
to supply more than ten per cent of the quantity consumed. 

Last year the milk disposed of to consumers amounted to a 
little over 3,600,000 gallons, valued at $890,000. The butter pro- 
duced amounting the same year to nearly 600,000 pounds, and 
sold at something over $140,000. This was the product of 34,- 
000 cows of all grades, but really the product of about 7,000 
cows of improved milk stock. That there is an opening here for 
many times the present dimension of this industry is easily seen, 
and the facts as we have briefly given them can be verified by 
anyone at any time. 

THE AVOCADO PEAR, 
is a fruit which has only been cultivated to a small extent 
but is beginning to attract more attention and has been found to 
be very profitable. It has been sold as high as ^7 per crate and 
readily retails from 75 cents to $1.50 per dozen. The trees are 
liberal bearers and at these prices there is no fruit which brings 
the grower as much money to the acre. One of the newest va- 
rieties is the '*Blackman." In shape it is slightly oblong, in 
size large, with the stone, or kernel, firmly imbedded in the pulp. 
The color of fruit on the same tree varies, varying from dark to 
the brightest and most beautiful shades. The pulp is soft and 
melting, being of the consistency of a full, rich **Cream Cheese." 
The proprietress of the Green Tree Inn, Miami, says it is per- 
fectly delicious. "I think the quality and flavor the finest I ever 
tasted and wish we might have them to serve our winter guests 
as they certainly would please the most fastidious." 
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MULGOBA MANGOES 

Is another fruit that is beginning to receive more attention. 
It grows to perfection in the southern part of the State. The 
trees come into bearing at an early age and hold large crops each 
year. The tree is hardy and requires but little attention and will 
in the near future become an important factor in the prosperity 
of the Florida Keys. 

Three dollars a dozen for mulgoba mangoes. It looks fab- 
ulous, but they are worth it, and that is just what the few grow- 
ers in Dade County raising this choice fruit are being offered for 
them, with no possibility of supplying a fractional part of the 
demand. 

The entire crop of the county will be only a few thousand 
fruit, and the orders already received far exceed the supply. Many 
of the orders are accompanied by checks to cover the shipment. 
The scarcity of this fruit is due to the fact that it is a new one 
in the State, and because of the few trees that have been set out 
and cultivated. 

There's a big field for this fruit, as its commercial value as a 
a delicacy is such as to ever more than meet the supply. St. 
Lucie county fruit growers should not be slow in planting some 
trees of this already popular fruit. — Fort Pierce Tribune, 

SAPODILLOS. 

This is another tropical fruit which has been successfully 
grown on the Keys from their earliest settlement. It is one of 
the most luscious grown and later improved varieties will be in- 
troduced or the choicest varieties of seedlings will be budded or 
grafted. As these trophical fruits gradually find their way into 
the northern markets there will be an increasing demand for them. 

CAMPHOR TREES. 

There is considerable interest now being taken in growing 
camphor trees for the purpose of manufacturing camphor gum for 
commercial purposes. Several experiments have been made along 
this line and the experimenters have met with good success. 
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These trees are successfully grown all over the State, but have 
heretofore been chiefly used for ornamental purposes. 

As showing how favorable to camphor growth the soil and 
climate of Florida are, a newspaper of that State tells of a tree 
planted by Captain J. P. Ren f roe of Richland. It is seventeen 
years old, forty feet high, its branches cover forty feet, and its 
diameter twelve inches above he ground is four feet. The hills 
around Richland seem to be specially adapted to the growth and 
development of the camphor tree in its highest state. The tree 
becomes useful for the production of the gum in a few years after 
planting. — New York Sun. 

FULLER^S EARTH, KAOLIX AND PEAT IN FLORIDA. 
By £. H. Sbllards, State GeohgiU, 
The first discovery of fuller's earth in the United States was 
made in Gadsden County, Florida, in 1893. The deposits have 
since been shown to occur in Leon and Liberty Counties, adjoin- 
ing Gadsden and also to extend across the State line into Georgia. 
Elsewhere in Florida fuller's earth is known to occur in Alachua 
and Manatee counties. 

FULLER'S EARTH. 

During 1907 fuller's earth was mined in two localities in 
Gadsden county and in Manatee county, in Southern Florida. 
The earth is of a light buff to a light blue color. The overburden 
is of variable thickness, and mining is done chiefly with pick anrf 
shovel by the open-pit method ; steam shovels for the removal of 
the overburden are. however, in use. Upon the removal from the 
pit the fuller's earth is dried and ground ; it is then passed through 
sieves of proper mesh, sacked for market and numbered according" 
to degree of fineness. 

The product is used principally in the I'nited States, al- 
though a part of the 1907 prcKluct is reported as having \KQvt 
exported to foreign markets. The demand in general is good. 
The total amount of fuller's earth mined in Florida during 1907, 
as reported bv the pro<lucers, was 24.148 short tons, valued at 
$235,443. 
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KAOLIN. 
Florida produces an exceptionally plastic kaolin, or ball clay, 
which is used to mix with and improve the quality of less plastic 
kaolins. These plastic kaolins occur bedded, and as deposited 
contain considerable sand. This sand is removed by washing. 
The fine clay is allowed to settle and then pressed to remove the 
excess of water. Afterward it may be either artificially or air- 
dried for shipment. Plastic kaolin was mined at three points, 
all situated in central Florida, during 1907. The total output for 
the year was 19,615 tons valued at $102,978. 

PEAT. 
The peat deposits of Florida, although believed to be exten- 
sive, are as yet imperfectly developed. Two plants were in oper- 
ation during all or part of 1907. The product from one of them 
was used locally as fuel. The peat here is shoveled from the pit 
and conveyed to the plant by electric power. After kneading, 
it is air-dried and broken up for fuel. Both the fuel and the 
gas-producing qualities of the peat are reported to be good. The 
second plant is operated with a dredge and the product utilized 
principally in fertilizers. — Engineering and Mining Journal. 

BEES AXD HONEY. 

One of the most interesting pursuits followed by man is that 
of the apiarist. 

It is an outdoor business where both health and profit are 
combined, and in the care of the bees there is a constant pleasure 
to the man with a taste for the study of nature and her mysteries. 

Florida is a rich field for the apiarist, and a country where the 
care of bees is at the minimum of expense. There are wild flow- 
ers in profusion and especially the bloom of the saw palmetto 
that furnish food for the busy workers, that is always available, 
and it is a wonder that there are not more people in the business, 
but it is not every one who has the proper qualifications of patience 
and quick perception necessary. 

The State Agricultural Department reports the total honey 
yield of the State at 335,704 pounds. Of this De Soto County 
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furnishes 58,450 pounds. Volusia County 54,510 pounds, Cal- 
houn County 36,639 pounds, Wakulla County 28,840 pounds. 

So that these four counties furnishes more than half the to- 
tal yield, though other sections are equally well suited to the in- 
dustry, 

BERMUDA ONIONS. 

The fact that White Bermuda onions can be successfully 
raised in this section has been proven by S. B. Castle, who sent 
to The News office this week six immense specimens averaging 
one pound each. These were raised by Mr. Castle on his place 
on north edge of Fort Pierce without fertilizer of any kind. The 
seeds were planted in September and the onions matured April 
1st. This shows conclusively that they can be made a paying 
crop, for those sent in here are the finest we have ever seen, and 
Mr. Castle or any one else can produce barrels just like them at 
a low cost and little trouble, for there Is plenty of land of the same 
kind awaiting development. — Ft. Pierce News. 

For years there have been more or less experiments made 
in growing Bermuda onions at nearly all points along the lower 
East Coast, and in tne majority of cases tney have proven success- 
ful ; but in spite of the success attained, comparatively few onions 
are being grown as a general market crop. In the vicinity of 
Fort Pierce there is a large area of land that is especialy adapted 
to growing this valuable crop. With the almost absolute certain- 
ty of a crop varying from 200 to 500 bushels to the acre there 
should be shipped annually hundreds of carloads from that point 
alone. At the Dade County Fair, for the past ten or more years, 
there has been annually on exhibit as fine specimens of Bermuda 
onions as were ever grown. Farmers have proven beyond a 
doubt that the Bermuda onion is a money-maker in Dade County, 
yet the acreage devoted to its cultivation is very limited. 

GUAVAS 
Are grown in most gardens throughout the Orange District. 
The fruit yellow outside and red inside is highly esteemed and 
the pleasant acid pulp is made into the well known Guava jelly. 



By S. H. Gaitskii,i«, of Mcintosh, 

Many of the people coming to Florida during the past twenty 
years seem to have been hunting for some "get rich quick" 
scheme, and enough of them have succeeded to keep the slower 
but surer lines of business in the background. The fruits, veg- 
etables, phosphate, lumber, and turpentine interests have been so 
alluring that the live-stock interests have been neglected by the 
new-comers. The cattle, sheep, and hogs, have run in the 
ranges and in the hammocks, making their own living with little 
or no attention from man, except to mark and brand in order to 
establish and maintain ownership and to cut out those that were 
mature and ready to butcher. 

Stock raising was practically the first of the profitable in- 
dustries of Florida. The business started about 1840 by the 
earliest settlers bringing in a few head of cattle to furnish milk 
for the family. At that time the ranges were fine, and the 
increase was rapid, and a few men began to have large herds. 
By 1870 considerable numbers were being shipped to Cuba, and 
between 1870 and 1882, from Punta Rassa alone, 360,000 head 
of beef cattle were shipped to Cuba, and about the same number 
of stock cattle, at prices that brought into the State about $9,600,- 
999.00. From 1882 to 1898, I can find no record, but from 1898 
to date Florida has furnished Cuba great numbers of beef cat- 
tle, and also stock cattle to re-stock the depleted Cuban ranges, 
resulting from the last war, during which Florida ranges had be- 
come overstocked and the cattle much lighter in weight. For 
six years, from 1898 to 1903, inclusive, Florida shipped to Cuba 
141,000 head of beef, and 50,000 head of stock cattle, for which 
the Cubans paid $2,610,000. In addition to this export trade the 
home consumption took large numbers, though no exact data can 
be obtained. 

These facts show what the State has done in one line of live- 
stock in the past, and all of this without a thought of improve- 
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nient in the breeds, without thought of feed, care o- attention, 
except to mark and brand, and cut out the beef steers. Up to 
the present in-breeding is the rule on the ranges, with its natural 
injurious eitects. With such a showing, under such conditions, 
tne results from judicious breeding can be easily imagined. 

A few good bulls have been brought into the state, within the 
last five years, and good results have been obtained, but the 
range cattlemen, and even the men with fenced pastures, take to 
good bulls slowly. Some few men have brought one or two good 
bulls and turned them out with a thousand or more cows, leav- 
ing all of the native bulls in the herd, and seem to have been sur- 
prised at poor result.*. They have seemed unable to realize that a 
bull brought from another state is not prepared to make his own 
living and attend to the duties of a herd bull on the range. These 
bulls, not being accustomed to the range, do not know where or 
how to feed, and except in the few instances of bulls of extraor- 
dinary origin and constitution, they have not done well and have 
been short lived. A few men with fenced pastures have ex- 
cluded the native bull, using only the pure breed of either the 
Shorthorn, Hereford, or Angus, and these men can now show 
something of the possibilities of cattle raising in Florida. Some 
three-quarter bred steers and heifers can now be seen that will 
compare favorably with the cattle in the older cattle-growing 
States. 

Calves from Texas are now being fed in the corn belt, a 
good many going into New York and Pennsylvania. I can see 
good reasons why Florida should compete for this trade. Freights 
are in her favor, and with improved stock her breeders would 
get as much for a yearling as they now get for their tour-year-old 
steers. There is an occasional winter when it would be neces- 
sary to provide feed for the stock cattle for them to do well. 
The necessary feed is easily and cheaply grown. Hay in abun- 
dance can l)e made, and there is no feed better than the velvet 
bean for finishing the beef cattle, and no country can grow a crop 
with as high feeding value, at as little cost, as Florida can grow 
a crop of velvet beans. Florida has grazing lands that can now 
be bought for a few dollars per acre, where thousands of head of 
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cattle now range. This could be used to produce good grade 
calves to be sent North for fattening, at a good profit to the 
breeder. But I am afraid the present cattle owners are too well 
satisfied with what they are now doing to ever attempt any im- 
provement. 

The sheep industry of Florida is about on the same basis 
as the cattle, and handled in about the same way, with little or 
no effort made to improve. Flocks of from one to ten thousand 
head are owned in the State, rams run with the ewes all the year, 
in-breeding is practiced just as with cattle. Shearing is done 
anywhere from May to July, sheep often lose a good part of the 
fleece, suffer from heat, and would do much better if sheared in 
March or April. The ewes begin dropping lambs in December, 
usually, thus making it possible to produce the early lamb that 
is so much in demand. There is no other part of the United 
States that can produce a lamb so early, nor at so little cost. 
There is virtually no loss from inclement weather. There is no 
need for expensive bams or sheds^ and expensive feeding is not 
necessary. Oats and rape and vetch sown in November will 
make good pasture for lambs as soon as the lambs are ready for 
feed. This succulent green feed will make the ewes furnish 
extra milk. A little grain could be added if thought necessary. 
Lambs can be made fat by April first, and a reasonable freight 
charge should be had to the large cities where fancy prices are 
paid for fat lambs in early spring. Southdown rams have been 
brought into the State within the last two years, and some beau- 
tiful lambs have been produced, but not in sufficient quantities 
to justify shipping, though results so far are very encouraging. 
The one great need of the State is practical men, who have a 
knowledge of the calf and lamb demand, and who know how to 
raise them. At present, this business is in the hands of men 
that are quite well satisfied with present results, and I doubt not 
that the possibilities for betterment and the increased gains will 
inure to the new comers who have been the first to see the pos- 
sibilities in other industries. 

I do not think the hog can be made as profitable here as in 
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the corn-growing States. We can produce the hundred-pound 
pig at a very low cost, as peanuts, cowpeas, chufas, and crops of 
that kind can be produced at very little cost, and are excellent 
for the growing pig, but they do not make good lard and bacon. 

Some little attention is being given to raising mules. The 
brood mare can get a living in the range or pasture, and needs 
no feed. The farmer in many instances is using mares to work 
his crops and breeding them for mules. This promises to be 
quite a source of revenue to the farmer, and more mules will be 
raised every year, if the present prices for mules are maintained. 
In fact, there are but few kinds of livestock that cannot be grown 
profitably. 

I have often wondered why there were not some large poul- 
try farms in the State, no expensive housing necessary, green 
feed all the year, a good demand for chickens and eggs at all 
seasons, and the large hotels forced to get their supplies from the 
North, simply because there is not a supply produced in the State. 
Eggs can be hatched in October, and a big price had for broilers 
in December, January, and February. Unfortunately, poultry 
raising is considered a small business, and the people in the South 
have not taken to it, but the possibilities of the poultry business 
in Florida are great, and like many of the other profitable lines 
of business in the State, will ultimately be taken up by pains- 
taking men from the North, and the Floridian will wonder why 
he did not undertake it years ago. With the enterprises un- 
der way, and in contemplation carried to completion, will come 
a great demand for meat, and meat of a high grade. Then I 
hope to see the possibilities of the State developed and an abun- 
dance of goo<l beef, mutton, pork, eggs and chickens produced in 
the State. Florida has a good climate and can produce the nec- 
essary feed. No other State needs less feed to produce the same 
growth and fat as none of the feed needs to be used as fuel to 
maintain body heat. No other State produces such natural 
growth of beggar weed or better crops of cowpeas. or a more 
leafy corn. Sorghum and all the millets make heavy crops, and 
all of these green crops make excellent silage. 
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Everybody who knows anything at all about such matters 
must be aware that Florida oranges and Florida grapefruit are 
the best in the world ; and that they command the highest prices 
in the large markets of this country. This supremacy is main- 
ly due to two causes: Firstly, to the fact that the peninsular 
pcHtion of this State has the same rainy season as tropical coun- 
ries during the hot summer months — ^June to September, inclu- 
sive — when citrus fruits are making their growth; secondly, to 
the well-recognized law of the vegetable kingdom that most fruits 
attain to their greatest perfection as they get near to the north- 
ern limit of possible outdoor production. 

Unfortunately, Florida has always, so far as we know, been 
liaUe in winter, between Christmas and the middle of February^ 
to occasional cold waves, which, although of rare occurrence, 
may happen any year without warning. During the cold waves 
the temperature is more than apt to fall to a point which is too 
low for all members of the citrus family, except in a few favored 
localitUs, which enjoy the advantage of efficient water protection. 
It may be many years since one of these destructive freezes last 
occurred; an interval, perhaps, long enough for citrus groves, 
from the seed, to have grown up into full bearing and be yielding 
a royal income, when in a single night these groves are cut down. 
Again, only three or four years may elapse between these freezes. 
But, be the reason what it may, the fact is beyond question that 
such visitations have been, of late, more frequent and closer to- 
gether than formerly. 

Within the last quarter of a century the orange groves of 
Florida have — at any rate as a commercial proposition — been 
ytry generally abandoned in the upper portions of the State, and 
this industry has retreated southwards in the peninsula, where 
experience has taught that the cold waves are less disastrous; 

3 
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but even in the extreme southern counties, such as Lee on the 
west, and Dade on the east coast, entire immunity from injury 
to the fruit remaining on the trees and to the trees themselves 
during the drop of the mercury to twenty- four degrees (which has 
happened several times within the last twenty-five years), has 
only been witnessed where the trees were on the lee side — which 
is practically, of course, the south side — of a considerable body 
of water which was not frozen over. The rationale of this 
water protection is a mystery to most people, and the object of the 
present paper is to explain, in a popular way, why it is that in 
certain places fruit and fruit trees escape injury from a degree 
of cold which, in other places, spoils the fruit for market, and 
will often cut back the trees to such extent that it takes several 
years — if ever — for them to recuperate. 

When water freezes it expands. Ten cubic inches of wa- 
ter in freezing make nearly eleven cubic inches of ice. Now, 
citrus fruits are a mass of cells; little membranous sacks filled 
with watery juice. When this juice expands in freezing, it does 
not burst the cells, but some of it transudes through the mem- 
branous wall, as water into the vacant intercellular spaces; of 
course, the water, both inside the cells and outside, will then be- 
come ice. If the fruit thus frozen be thawed out gradually, the 
cells are able to re-absorb this water which was squeezed out 
of them and the fruit is uninjured. The same remark applies 
to the smaller cells of the foliage. But if the thaw be too rapid, 
there is not sufficient time for this re-absorption to be completed, 
and the cells die for lack of water They, so to speak, perish 
from thirst. Result, the fruit, as a whole, commences to rot. 
It is spoiled for market, as it will not keep long. Time is, 
therefore, an all important factor in the case, and here is where 
water protection comes into play, as will be presently shown. 

It is entirely possible for fruit which was frozen solid — a 
ball of ice — to be thawed out so gradually that in a few days' 
time it is impossible to discern any evidence of the fact that it 
had ever been frozen at all. Even the white specks of Hesperi- 
<lin, so commonly seen in frozen fruit, will be taken up again into 
the "rag." 
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Water protection, in one sense, and possibly its moot impor- 
tant sense, may be defined as a general term expressive of condi- 
tions which enable fruit, and trees, which may have been more 
or less frozen, to thaw out so slowly as to suffer no ill effects 
from the exposure of cold. 

Most people are aware that when we get our noses, ears, 
fingers, or toes frozen in the northwest, if we rub them with 
snow and thaw them out slowly, we retain possession of them; 
whereas, if we were to hold them in front of the hot stove, or 
soak them in hot water, we would be pretty certain to lose them. 
They would rot off. The reason is precisely that just given in 
the case of the frozen orange. The cells of our tissues are des- 
sicated and perish for want of water, if we don't give them time 
enough to imbibe it. The cases are closely analogous. 

This brings us to the next point, the modus operandi of wa- 
ter protection. Water exposed to the air always evaporates, 
and wind blowing over its surface makes it evaporate more rap- 
idly. Warm water, of course, vaporizes quicker than cold wa- 
ter. We all know this much. But few persons know that 
when water evaporates, whether quickly in a steam boiler, or 
sk)wly in a lake or river makes no sort of difference — the mole- 
cules of the watery vapor in expanding and moving apart take 
up and render latent nearly one thousand degrees of heat, by 
Fahrenheit's scale. The temperature of the watery vapor (or 
steam) may be precisely the same as that of the water whence it 
came ; it may even be lower, as tested by the thermometer ; but, 
none the less, there are always 972 degrees, Fahrenheit, of heat 
lying hidden in that vapor. Furthermore, whenever that vapor 
(or steam) is cooled down, condensed and precipitated as wa- 
ter—or dew, which is water — these 972 degrees of latent heat are 
set free and become sensible heat. 

When a cold wave strikes Florida, the wind is from the 
north, or northwest, as a rule, but may sometimes veer to the 
northeast. In any case, it will be readily understood that such 
wind, sweeping over bodies of steaming water, must necessarily 
drive that watery vapor in front of it and waft it over the land 
lying southward, and that the vapor may be carried a consider- 
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able distance in this way before the bulk of it is finally deposited 
as dew upon the surface of objects, such as fruit trees, for in- 
stance, which are cold enough to cause its condensation and pre- 
cipitation. While much of the 972 degrees of heat thus turned 
loose is dissipated and lost in the cold air, not entirely lost, how- 
ever, for the air will be warmed up thereby to some extent, the 
heavy dew which fairly drenches trees, will retain enough of 
this heat to obviate to a very marked degree, the effects of cold 
air upon both trees and fruit. Who has not ob^^rved that 
when a cold tumbler is brought into a warm room the surface of 
the glass is bedewed with moisture? In exactly the same way 
do the cold trees become covered, nay, sometimes fairly drenched, 
with this dew of which we are speaking. 

This is one way in which water protection acts ; but there is 
yet another way in which this dew safeguards vegetation from in- 
jury by cold, by retarding the rapid thaw which the sun causes 
when it gets up the next morning. When the hot rays strike 
the wet trees and fruit, they cause the dew to evaporate, in do- 
ing which it must take up 972 degrees of heat. Here goes most 
of the sun heat, of course. In this way does thawing become 
a relatively slow matter. 

It will now be easy to understand how it happens that groves 
which are on the north side of a body of water, and, a portion^ 
such as have no sufficient quantity of water at all anywhere near 
enough to be of any use to afford the aforesaid dew, will remain 
perfectly dry, and in spite of the fact that the actual tempera- 
ture, as indicated by thermometer, may be almost the same in 
both cases in question, still, the fruit and foliage, in the latter 
case, being quite dry when the sun rises, so rapid is the thaw that 
the reaction is too sudden and the cells perish. The absence 
of the dew will also, naturally, cause the fruit to be more solidly 
frozen. At the expiration of a short time, the water protected 
fruit will be still on the trees, perfectly sound and merchantable, 
while the other will be rotting and most of it on the ground. 

It goes without saying that the further south the latitude, the 
less the cold, and that the wider the expanse of water, and 
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the warmer that water is, the more vapor will it yield. The 
temperature of the water of the Gulf of Mexico is never less 
than eighty degrees Fahrenheit, and this temperature is not low- 
ered appreciably by these cold waves, which are of short dura- 
tion. When wide tidal estuaries, such as are found on the lower 
Gulf Coast of Florida, are flooded every twelve hours with this 
warm salt water, it stands to reason that, in such localities, there 
will always be on hand a plentiful supply of watery vapor. 

A notable example of what the effect of water protection is 
upon climate is presented by the town of Fort Myers. This 
place lies on the south bank of the lower Caloosahatchee river, 
about eighteen miles up from the Gulf of Meixco. The river 
is here from one and a half to two and a half miles wide, and is 
strictly speaking a tidal estuary, for the water is salt, and the 
tide rises and falls every twelve hours. The cocoanut and other 
palms, with mangoes, alligator pears, and a host of other strictly 
tropical trees, to be seen everywhere in this town, afford the best 
possible evidence as to the protection afforded by the river, and 
one can easily credit the statement of the people of Fort My- 
ers that "such a thing as a grapefruit or orange ever having been 
injured by the cold, so as to be unmerchantable has never been 
known to occur there." But one gentleman, who corroborated 
this statement, also said that he had, in the course of twenty- 
five years' residence at Fort Myers, seen the mercury fall as 
low as twenty-four degrees four times. 

The importance of such water protection as this to citrus 
growers will be apparent when it is stated that the famous 
Florida grapefruit, to be at its best, must usually be allowed 
to remain on the trees until the latter part of February. It 
will then keep for three months in cold storage without detri- 
ment, and brings three or four times as much as it would have 
sold for if shipped before Christmas, when the markets are glut- 
ted with unripe grapefruits, which may be yellow, 'tis true, but 
arc by no means sweet and appetizing, and naturally command a 
poor price. Growers ship them to market in large quantities 
thus early and prefer the proverbial "half loaf to no bread," 
w^hich would be their portion should a freeze occur after Christ- 
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mas, with the fruit still in the grove. Such unripe truit may be 
preserved from decay for a long time in cold storage, but it 
will not ripen in cold storage. 

There are many portions of the State of Florida where the 
cold winter is not sufficient to materially hurt the bearing citrus 
trees, but which will cause the loss of one year's crop of fruit 
should a freeze occur while the fruit is still on the trees The 
grapefruit grower who has the foresight to learn a lesson from 
the ^'hindsight" of others, and will only plant his trees where he 
can be sure of leaving his fruit, with perfect safety from freez- 
ing, on the trees until the first of March, need never trouble his 
head as to markets. There is big money in growing grape- 
fruits in south Florida, where the conditions are all favorable, 
but of these conditions, the least understood, the most often dis- 
regarded, but at the same time the most important of all, as af- 
fecting profits, is the subject of this paper, "Water Protection." 
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By (Mrs. Chas. H.) Ci.ara W. Raynor. 

The history of the world shows, as Emerson has so truly 
said, "Civilization is the power of woman for good." The 
mind of that master thinker must have been prescient in its 
attitude, and visions of what one of the leading men of today 
has been pleased to call "The greatest power for humanitarian 
work that the world has ever known" must have dawned upon 
him. 

What then has been this factor for change, not only in wo- 
men's lives, but in their homes; in the schools, villages, towns 
and cities? Secondly, is this factor or power for good or evil? 

Briefly stated this factor is named Woman's Clubs in its 
individual or unit capacity; in its aggregation, The Federation 
of Women's Qubs, either State or general, as its limitations of 
environment or membership make it. 

The word club is derived from the word Cleofan, being of 
Anglo-Saxon origin, or again from the German Kleben. Cleofan, 
meaning to divide, Kleben, to adhere. In either derivation the 
suitability of name appeals, viz.: in division of work and ex- 
penses, or an adherence to preconceived methods for attaining 
desired results. 

Organizations of women date back to the early centuries. 
A nineteenth century book, "Women in Monasticism," dwells 
at length on the growth and power of religious sisterhoods as 
early as the fifth century. At that early date women were thus 
furnished opportunity for development of faculty and an out- 
let for their natural helpfulness for the sick or suffering; also 
for the exercise of literary or mental talent denied them in their 
home environment. 

In the eleventh century the Bequines were the best educated 
women of their day. They founded schools and hospitals. 

With the Reformation came the decline of these religious 
organizations for women, they being formally suppressed by 
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Mrs. J. C. Croly was the originator of Sorosis, aided by 
many literary and brilliant women. 

In Boston such women as Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, Mrs. 
Caroline Severance, and a host of others started the New Eng- 
land Woman's Club, which in its early life had many men mem- 
bers. 

About four years later the first woman's club of the Central 
West was founded by Mrs. L. H. Stone, of Michigan, from 
which later sprang nearly fifty clubs. 

In 1890, from the small beginning of a few scattered liter- 
ary clubs, came the formation of General Federation of Wo- 
men's Clubs, State Federations, and many more individual clubs. 
The call for this organization meeting having been sent out in 
1889 by Sorosis of New York City. 

Today that same General Federation numbers approximately 
800,000 women, extending into almost every city and village in 
our land, and afiiliated with it in membership, clubs in nearly 
ever foreign country. Recently a woman commissioner has been 
appointed by the United States' President for the avowed pur- 
pose of establishing Women's Clubs in Panama. Why? Pre- 
sumably because of their great educational influence and atten- 
tion to various matters concerning the public welfare both at 
home and abroad. 

This stage of evolution has been reached by the carrying 
on of the work of the national body by twelve standing com- 
mittees, viz. : Civics, Civil Service Reform, Art, Education, For- 
estry, Household Economics, Industrial and Child Labor, Legis- 
lative, Library Extension, Literature, Pure Food, and Reciprocity. 

That these committees are not mere figureheads, I will 
show by mentioning a few examples of work and results ob- 
tained. Under Civics, the preservation of the Palisades on the 
Hudson river by the petition and hard work of the New Jersey 
Federation. In Colorado, the establishment of the Mesa Verde 
Park, (act passed by last United States Congress), for the pre- 
servation of the Cliff Dwellers. The guarding and restoring of 
historical landmarks southward from New York by women 
who are not only club members, but also Daughters of the Con- 



46 Federation of Women's Clubs. 

federacy; the beautifying of city parks, school grounds, better 
sanitary precautions thereon and more attractive railroad stations. 

In education, the careful study of the true educational con- 
dition of our land. This study has found millions who have never 
had, or are not having, educational privileges of the lowest grades. 
It has brought teachers and parents into closer touch, whereby 
better results have been obtained. Women in many States have 
been placed on school boards, made county superintendents, and 
scholarships for kindergarten and university training have been 
endowed. 

Under the head of Household Economics came the strenuous 
work and force of overwhelming petition for the passage of the 
Pure Food law, the final passage of which, after twenty years 
hanging fire, all United States legislators admit, due in a great 
measure to that same force of petition. 

Forestry and the planting of shrubs, the reckless waste of 
the former being a menace to future civilization, have commanded 
their share of attention. Women have been placed on State For- 
estry Commissions, and one of the forest experts of the United 
States Agricultural Department, Mr. Enos Mills, has a year's 
leave of absence that he may lecture before Women's Clubs and 
other organizations, so as to interest in this way the various load 
communities in preserving our natural forests and restocking 
nature's storehouse, from which man has so ruthlessly pillaged. 

The work of the Child Labor Committees has opened the 
eyes of good men and women to the wage earning of the strang- 
ers' and our own children withon our gates. In thirty-six States 
child labor laws have been passed and steps taken towards the 
execution of them. So on down through the list of twelve 
committees, each one by gathered facts would seem to have 
made a record for itself of vital results. 

I have spoken thus briefly of the General Federation, of 
which each State Federation belonging thereto is a component 
part or unit, working on the same lines with the same ideal aim 
and objects. 

One of these units is the Florida State Federation of Wo- 
men's Clubs. This body was organized February 21st, 1895,. 
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joined the General Federation January 25th, 1898, and its feder- 
ated force has always been used for the good of the greatest 
number. 

Previous to the forming of the State organization, there 
had been a number of Village Improvement Associations in dif- 
ferent parts of the State. The Village Improvement Societies 
were in reality Women's Clubs doing civic work of the highest 
order. 

Realizing that in concerted action they would gain in strength 
of influence, the matter of State federation had been under 
discussion for over a year, when the initial steps were taken at 
Green Cove Springs by a call for delegates from village and town 
improvement societies of Florida to join in forming such a fed- 
eration. 

A previously appointed committee on Federation were Mrs. 
E. N. Burrows, President V. I. A., Green Cove Springs ; Mrs. E. 
I. Low, Secretary V. I. A., Green Cove Springs ; and Mrs. E. G. 
G. Munsell, Green Cove Springs. 

Delegates from five societies were present, viz. : Mrs. S. B. 
Safford, Tarpon Springs; Mrs. E. C. Tibbets, Crescent City; 
Mrs. S. L. Morse, Orange City ; Mrs. N. C. Wamboldt, Fairfield, 
Jacksonville; Mrs. E. A. Graves, Green Cove Springs. Mrs. 
Graves, verbally, as it were, launched the craft by moving "that 
a State Federation in Florida be now organized." The motion be- 
ing seconded and carried, the business of framing a constitution 
and by-laws was next taken up. 

With the further details of this meeting we need not concern 
ourselves, save to state its then adopted name and avowed 
object. 

Xame. — This organization shall be called "The Florida Fed- 
eration of Women's Clubs." Object. — "To bring the women's 
clubs into acquaintance and mutual helpfulness." 

In this quiet manner, by a few earnest women, in the library 
room of Green Cove Springs, was inaugurated a movement which, 
in its*thirteen years of life, has done much for the present and 
future welfare of Florida. At the adjournment of this meeting 
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of organization, the first annual meeting was called for Febru- 
ary 22, 1895. 

At that time steps were taken to frame and forward a peti- 
tion to the State legislature, asking that the obnoxious cattle law, 
allowing cattle to run at large in all towns of less than 1,200 in- 
habitants, be rescinded. 

The Federation had chosen as its first president, Miss Pene- 
lope E. Borden, of New York, afterwards Mrs. Hamilton. In 
order to arouse interest, Miss Borden invited the General Fed- 
eration president, Mrs. Henrotin, to be her guest at the next an- 
nual meeting, but circumstances prevented acceptance of the in- 
vitation. 

At the annual meeting in 1896, Green Cove Springs, V. I. A., 
moved that active steps be taken to interest the children in civic 
work, teaching them a regard and love for their home town. 

In 1897, through a resolution introduced by the Palmetto 
Club of Daytona, the Florida Federation took up its still con- 
tinued work of Social Purity, there being only one other State 
avowing this work in the forty-six State Federations. A peti- 
tion was circulated raising age of consent from ten to twenty-one 
years of age, said petition to be presented to the next legislature. 
In this connection it may be stated that while not at once suc- 
cessful, later on, through the combined influence of Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union and Women's Clubs, the law was 
changed in its reading, from ten to eighteen years of age. 

At the third convention held in Daytona, it was voted to join 
the General Federation. 

The president of that organization, Mrs. Rebecca Lowe, was 
Florida's guest at the fourth convention, and at her suggestion 
school visiting committees and traveling art galleries were dis- 
cussed and committees on former appointed. At this same meet- 
ing, in her report. Green Cove Springs dwells upon the magical 
transformation wrought in appearance of streets by work of 
V. I. A., and the passing of a cattle ordinance forbidding the 
running at large of cattle, also the permanent improvement 
wrought by the planting of shrubs, trees, etc., by the Arbor, and 
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Forestry Committees, and Green Cove Spring was by no 
means the only village where similar transformation was going on. 

With all this practical work, library work of a good class was 
being done and a Reciprocity Bureau was established so that 
papers of permanent value might become interchangeable prop- 
erty among the clubs. Best of all, the membership list was grow- 
ing, as no club was too small to be enrolled, as for instance, the 
Fairfield S. I. A., with only nine members, but doing efficient 
work, in keeping the streets and sidewalks clean, and opening 
their club hall for a public reading room, as well as being a char- 
ter member of the State body. 

As the Federation grew, so gradually and from force of lo- 
cal needs, or study and comparison of other States' work and 
methods, evolved the plan of work now used by the body in 1908. 

Its twelve standing committees co-ordinate with those of the 
national body, that of Educational and Industrial training head- 
ing the list. 

At present there are twenty-eight clubs in the Federation, 
with an aggregate membership of 1,200 women, Jacksonville, the 
metropolis of the State, having the largest club, with two hun- 
dred and ten members. This club owes its inception to Mrs. 
Lawrence Haynes, afterwards a president of the State Federa- 
tion. As it has grown steadily in numbers, and power, that same 
influence has been constantly felt on the side of justice and help- 
fulness for "all sorts and conditions of men," as well as setting a 
high standard for libraries and art in their home city. Space does 
not permit the speaking in detail of the work or results obtained 
by every club. Each one is a law unto themselves, and plans, and 
performs that branch of work that seems most needed in their lo- 
cality, uniting when needed to present by petition special legisla- 
tive work to the convening legislature. 

Three times has a compulsory educational bill been forward- 
ed to Tallahassee with many representative signatures, only to be 
defeated on its third reading, so little do our State law-makers 
seem to realize that educational advantages, even if of no higher 
than lower grammar grades, are absolutely essential for the fu- 
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turc voters of the State, if they wish the State to keep up in 
progress and standard of development with the sister States of 
the Union. Unless a special study is made of statistics, few mem- 
bers seem to realize the condition of general illiteracy prevailing 
in Florida. 

Through club influence, a free kindergarten law has been 
placed on statute books of State, and is being executed in some 
counties where the twenty-five taxpayers required having eligible 
children demand such a school. Also through Federation co-op- 
eration was the Child Labor subject and necessity for a law to 
protect helpless children under age of twelve brought forcibly 
home to the minds of all thinking men and women of the State, 
and a suitable petition, with powerful backing of signatures, sent 
Florida's governor and the legislature of 1907. With the co-op- 
eration of outside organizations, foremost among them in the 
work being the Florida Federation of Labor, the deed was done, 
and about 3,000 children in Florida set free to be able to prepare 
themselves for real struggles of life by having time to acquire at 
le?st a rudimentary education. Whether their parents or g:uar- 
dians will be forced to give them such proper training as is their 
just right remains to be seen in future development of our State. 

Traveling libraries having been found by many other States 
to be a potent educational factor, a small beginning has been made 
in that direction by the collection of material for four traveling 
libraries. These are being sent to any small place in Florida who 
apply for same, and are willing to pay freight from last station. 
In other States where this work has been started, it has been care- 
fully fostered by the club women, until of sufficient magnitude to 
be turned over to the State Library Commission, on which wo- 
men are frequently appointed. This is a broad field for work, 
and could be best done in co-operation with a State library, or 
through being aided by State appropriation. 

A Federation Kindergarten Scholarship is also placed at 
Florida Female College, Tallahassee, and being supported by the 
Federation Club Women. 

Bird protection and co-operation with the Audubon Society 
is maintained and earnest effort made through teachers and suit- 
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able school exercises to interest the children in their little brothers 
of the air. 

Junior Civic Leagues are being formed to teach the children 
to have civic pride, and an eye for beauty in nature. Order and 
system and power of observation are all developed in the grow- 
ing brain by the '"Leagues," traits of character well calculated to 
make provident citizens. 

In its thirteen years of life, the Federation has had seven 
presidents, each one having through her own individuality left an 
impress upon the work which for two years only she may super- 
vise. The presidents have been: Mrs. P. A. Borden Hamilton, 
Green Cove Springs; Mrs. N. C. Wamboldt, Fairfield, Jackson- 
ville; Mrs. J. C. Beekman, Tarpon Springs; Mrs. W. W. Cum- 
mer, Jacksonville; Mrs. Lawrence Haynes, Jacksonville; Mrs. 
Richard F. Adams, Palatka ; and Mrs. Charles H. Raynor, Day- 
tona, Florida. 

Two of the Federation Clubs have unique features, viz. : The 
Ormond V. L A. have a library of over 2,0CX3 volumes which has 
no librarian, and the key is never turned in the door. A printed 
notice asks the last reader after nine p. m., to kindly turn the 
lamp out and shut the door. 

The other is the Palmetto Club, of Daytona, the philanthro- 
pic department of which has established and largely maintains 
two colored kindergartens, having each their own buildings and 
trained kindergarteners of the negro race for teachers. **By 
their works ye shall know them," and while all work planned is 
not successful, neither are proposed methods always proven to 
be the best, and some workers, as well as plans, are weighed and 
found wanting, still from a business standpoint statistics and 
facts prove that this Federation is a power, a factor for good and 
not for evil ; for the safe-guarding of the home, for the better 
protection of the helpless and deficient, both mentally and mor- 
ally, whether in penal, reformatory institutions or juvenile court 
work; also for the education of the masses, the proper training 
of future voters, and the making of artistic and healthful towns 
and villages. 
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In the days of our grandmothers, conditions were as differ- 
ent in home and household from that of today as are the agri- 
cultural and business conditions for men of today different from 
those of their forefathers. 

Men progress, or they are left back numbers by the way- 
side. Why, then, should not the mothers of men fall into line 
and take a broader view of life and their personal responsibilities? 
It is simply carrying the household economics principle into the 
larger sphere of the street or school environment. The time Yisls 
passed when "Men must work and women must weep." If 
woman rises to a clear perception of individual responsibility, she, 
too, will add her atom of influence to the aggregate of molecules 
forming in their towns masses or volumes of strength, whereby 
the helpless ones of humanity may be buoyed up and made self- 
sustaining, through a feeling of kinship and brotherly love ex- 
tended to them by their more fortunate neighbors. 
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It is too frequently the case in American politics that men 
tain high rank in official life through personal favoritism or 
f reason of the system of rewards for purely party services, 
here fitness for the place is a secondary consideration. And then 
ere are instances of so-called "accidents" where men are the 
eatures of circumstances and through developments that could 
»t be foreseen nor anticipated are unexpectedly elevated to high 
ace. There are notable cases where a kindly fate seems to 
ive led men through experiences that prepared them for the 
>lc performance of the duties to which they were suddenly 
iBcd, And then again there are other records where the man 
losen for office has had the public experience and training 
ecessary to permit of his rendering the people able service, and 
t the same time has cherished an honorable ambition which in- 
MTcd his every effort to better equip himself to serve. When 
ich a man wins over distinguished opponents in a campaign in 
hich the interest of the people of the whole State is aroused to 
high pitch, and in which men and measures and principles are 
I compared and considered, then indeed the conferring of the 
mor by a discriminating people is one second to none to be 
tained at the hands of men. Such is the honor bestowed by 
e people of Florida upon her distinguished son, Gov. Albert 
allcr Gilchrist. 

He has for a number of years aspired to be governor of his 
ate, and in his public services and private life has ever been dili- 
3it in preparing himself against the time when his ambition was 
► be realized. His ability and personal popularity are beyond 
lestion and that his policies and principles are approved by the 
ropic was evidenced by his splendid victory in the Democratic 
imaries and subsequent election to the high office of Governor. 

Gov. Gilchrist comes of good old Scotch- English and Irish 
)dc- The Gilchrists settled in Edgefield county, South Carolina, 



56 Albert Waller Gilchrist. 

about 1752, but on his mother's side his ancestors went back to a 
much earlier date, his mother being a far-off grand-daughter of 
Joseph Ball, the father of Mary and grandfather of George 
Washington. She was also a great-granddaughter of John Wal- 
ler, a noted Baptist preacher, who was practically the founder of 
the Baptist church in Virginia in colonial days. Another of his 
ancestors was Col. Edwin Conway, who was the grandfather of 
James Madison, while still another was Judge John Hunter, a 
native of Ireland, one of the United States Senators from South 
Carolina about 1798. Still another was the Rev. James Creswell, 
a Presbyterian minister, known in the Revolution as the "fighting 
parson." His father was Gen. William E. Gilchrist, who was 
an extensive land owner and planter in Edgefield, South Carolina, 
prior to his removal to Quincy, Fla., in the early 40*s. His 
mother was Rhoda Elizabeth Waller, a native of Greenwood, 
South Carolina. A few weeks before Gov. Gilchrist's birth, his 
mother went on a visit to her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Wal- 
ler, at Greenwood, and there he was born January IS, 1858. As 
soon thereafter as possible she returned to Quincy, where the 
husband and father died in 1860, leaving a large landed estate 
and many slaves. He had been one of the noted ante-bellum 
planters, as had his father before him, and had served the State 
both as Senator and as Representative from Gadsden county. 
The Gilchrist family is of Scottish origin, and in that country can 
be traced back for six hundred years. In America they go back 
to about 1700. They were Jacobites and irreconcilables, and 
when with the accession of Queen Anne, it became clear that 
there was no further hopes for the Stuart dynasty, many Jacob- 
ites came to America. 

Among these was Robert Gilchrist, founder of the south- 
ern family who settled at Woodbridge, N. J., about 1710. The 
name "Robert" was a favored one through many generations of 
the family. This first American Robert appears to have been a 
•consequential man, serving as Justice of Woodbridge in 1715, and 
many settlers going to him to be married. One of his descend- 
ants, another Robert, became a Justice in Carlisle, Pa., and died 
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there in 1859, at the age of ninety-six. Another member of the 
same family was Alexander, of Virginia, who became ensign in 
the 78th Regiment (English) in 1759, and lieutenant in 1760. In 
the present generations we find that Robert Gilchrist was attor- 
ney-general of New Jersey in 1873. 

Members of the family in the first half of the eighteenth 
century settled in lower Alabama and Mississippi, also in Vir- 
ginia. 

The northern section of the family settled in the back- 
woods of New Hampshire. Of this family, John J., a graduate 
of Dartmouth, in 1824, and of Harvard in 1828, was a famous 
hwyer. Another John, bom 1809, also a lawyer, became Chief 
Justice of New Hampshire, and died at Washington in his forty- 
ninth year, while serving as a Justice of the United States Court 
of Claims. 

Albert W., was reared in Quincy, where he received his early 
education, later attending the Carolina Military Institute at Char- 
lotte, N. C, where he became a member of the S. A. E. Greek 
letter society, and held the rank of Cadet Captain at the time of 
his graduation in 1877. A year later he received an appointment 
to the military academy at West Point. He remained there three 
years, steadily advancing, but in 1881 he ws found deficient in 
experimental philosophy. Notwithstanding his splendid record, 
he was, under the rules, retired. He served there as Cadet Pri- 
vate, Cadet Sergeant and Cadet Liuetenant. 

He determined that he would go back officially recognized 
by the United States Government, that as General, he would meet 
the Professors at West Point. The Professors there are Colonels. 
In 1896, when a General in the Militia of Florida, he was one of 
the board of visitors to the institution, appointed by the presi- 
dent His early training aroused a taste for military affairs, 
which has lasted through all the years. He was Inspector-General 
with the rank of Colonel during the administration of Gov. Perry, 
and held the same office during Gov. Fleming's administration, in 
1895. Governor Mitchell appointed him Brigadier-General of tife 
State Militia. He always felt there would be a war during his 
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life-time. He intended going into it. Failing to secure a commis- 
sion in the United States army, when the Spanish-American 
war occurred, he resigned this commission of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral of Militia, and on June 17th, 1898, he enlisted as a pri- 
vate in the Third United States Volunteer Infantry. He did 
not remain in the ranks, however, being promoted to Lieuten- 
ant and Captain and serving as Acting Major. He rendered 
able service in Santiago Province and at Manzanillo, being mus- 
tered out of service with his Regiment at Macon, Ga., in May, 
1899, with the rank of Captain. 

Governor Gilchrist first went to Punta Gorda as a surveyor 
in the employ of the Charlotte Harbor Division of the South 
Florida Railroad. The fortunes of war having swept away his 
father's estate, he commenced life with nothing, beginning busi- 
ness as a clerk at $15.00 per month. Saving his money, how- 
ever, he invested in unimproved lands around Punta Gorda, and 
in South Florida generally. Even in his early years he had 
ambitions, and while acting as civil engineer remarked to Rev. 
T. J. Sparkman, in 1885, with whom he boarded, that he did 
not propose to always wade through the mud, but some day 
was going to be Governor of Florida. The rapid growth of the 
section around Punta Gorda, and in his county, enabled him to 
give up professional work and attend to his land interests. 

He developed his properties and sold them at a profit and 
at the same time engaged in a general real estate business nego- 
tiating from time to time many important land deals of large 
proportions. He is today one of the most extensive land own- 
ers in South Florida, and in South Georgia. All the time he 
was preparing himself for the important duties of Governor. 
Tji 1892 he told some of his friends that he woufd be Speaker 
and then Governor. He served in the Legislature in 1893 and 
1895 and was again found in the Legislative halls in 1903 and 
1905. In the latter year he was elected Speaker. He entered 
the race for Governor in 1908, and was one of the two leading 
candidates in a field of brilliant and popular men. In the run- 
off there was a lively debate of public question^ throughout the 
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state and the popularity of the Governor and his principles was 
shown by his nomination with a majority of 9,076. His elec- 
iton at the regular election was by an enormous majority. 

Governor Gilchrist has adopted for his motto an injunction 
which comes from the orient and is quaintly illustrated in a 
statuette of three monkeys. One has his paws over his ears, 
another over his eyes while the third holds his mouth closed. 
The motto is "hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil." He is 
splendidly informed on all public questions and is progressive 
and enterprising. Nationally he believes the most important ques- 
tion is the Tariff issue and the Trusts growing out of the Tariff. 
He believes that one of the most important questions is the re- 
form of criminal procedure on the lines laid down by the Ala- 
bama Bar Association, to prevent purely legal technicalities 
from defeating the ends of justice. 

He was christened in the Episcopal church, but is partial 
to the Baptist doctrine, possibly because of the prominence of 
one of his great grandfathers in that denomination. He is a 
member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and 
is Past Master of his lodge in the Free and Accepted Masons. 
He is also Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of Florida 
F. & A. M. He has never married. His mother, Mrs. J. G. 
Gibbes is now living at Columbia, S. C., where two half broth- 
ers, Dr. Robert W. Gibbes and Hunter A. Gibbes also reside. 
Mrs. Walter Montgomery, of Spartanburg, S. C, and Mrs. Dr. 
Cheatham, of Durham, N. C, are half sisters. 
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The growth and development of Tampa during the past 
twenty years, has been largely due to the enterprise, and foresight 
of her real estate dealers, who are practically the best promoters 
of any growing and progressive town. The natural advantages 
that have made Tampa real estate desirable as an investment 
have been exploited in such a way by her real estate men as to 
attract large capital, and valuable additions to her citizenship. 
During recent years, the tobacco industry has become a factor in 
western and middle Florida, and other enterprises of populmr 
manufacture and trade have been attracted there by her devd- 
opers and promoters. 

One of the foremost men engaged in this work at Tampa, 
and throughout the western section of the state, has been Thomas 
Milton Wier, proprietor of the Wier Realty Company of that 
city. 

Mr. Wier is a man of force and ability, with a depth of 
character that is necessary in a man to vitalize any enterprise in 
which he may engage. And besides being a wide-awake, earnest 
worker along commercial lines, Mr. Wier is a gentleman of 
scholarly attainments. He is the patentee of some valuable in- 
ventions, and a diplomat of fine perceptions. 

The name, Wier. as it suggests itself, is of Scotch origin. 
In early history, a nobleman of some fine old clan in Scotland, 
named Thomas, built a castle for himself in a weir. There he 
lived, and from that he became known as **Thomas of the Weir," 
which eventually became a fixed name for his descendents. For 
years the family was very prominent in Edinburgh, and several 
well known members of that branch were murdered during the 
reign of superstition and ignorance, when men and women were 
tortured and put to death for witchcraft. 

Early in the seventeenth century two brothers Weir came 
over to America, and settled, one at Pittsburg, Penn., and the 
other at Abbeville, S. C. Eventually the name was changed in 
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the spelling and became Wier, which has descended to the pres- 
ent branches of the family In 1820, one member of the family, 
who had settled in South Carolina, moved to Pickens county, Ala., 
where he became permanently and prosperously established as a 
planter. This was Thomas H. Wier, who was one of the pioneer 
settlers of Alabama. The son of Thomas H. Wier, named James 
Stuart, was a prosperous and well known planter in the same 
state. He married Miss Louisa Horton. She bore him a son, 
Thomas Milton Wier, whose successful achievement in business 
is the subject of this sketch. 

Thomas Milton was born in Pickens county, Ala., on his 
father's plantation December 23, 1858. Coming of school age 
during the dark days of the war between the States, he was 
given the best educational advantages the schools of war and re- 
construction days offered, and at once entered the battle of life, 
successfully fighting his way, by means of his own energy and 
capacity, to a business of his own, which was put in operation in 
Tampa, in 1889 under the firm name of Wier & Hendry, real es- 
tate dealers. Sometime afterwards he became proprietor of the 
Wier Realty Company, which is one of the substantial business 
enterprises of Tampa. 

In 1900, Mr. Wier was made commissioner to the Pan- 
American Exposition, and was one of the men who was present 
at the assassination of President McKinley. In the gubernato- 
rial campaign of 1908 Mr. Wier was the campaign manager for 
Hon. A. W. Gilchrist and conducted a most vigorous campaign 
for his candidate. He is now Fair Commissioner for Hillsboro 
county. 

W. E. Wier, chief of police, Birmingham, and a prominent 
citizen of Alabama, is a brother of T. M. Wier. He has also two 
sisters, Emma and Alice. 

Mr. Wier is a member of the Democratic party, an Elk, and 
a Knight of Pythias. He belongs to the Presbyterian Church, 
and is an influential and useful member. He is a deep thinker 
and an investigator of scientific subjects, including astronomy, 
history and philosophy. He thinks, however, that the press is a 
valuable means of education to those whose leisure is limited. 
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He has perfected a process for extracting phosphoric acid 
from rock by electricity which he has patented. Mr. Wier has 
twice been married. His first wife was Miss Annie P. Tindel, of 
Mobile, Ala., a daughter of P. M. Tindel and Julia Pickett, the 
niece of General Pickett. By this marriage he has one child, 
who is now Mrs. W. H. Caldwell, one of the most prominent 
young matrons of Tampa. His second marriage in 1902 united 
him to Miss Amelia Badger, of New York, daughter of Fred- 
erick and Mary Badger, of Buffalo, N. Y. 

Mr. Wier has some decided opinions on the vital questions 
of the day. He believes that the convict system is all wrong, and 
should be abolished, and that there should be a careful regula- 
tion of the liquor traffic, and as every clear thinking citizen advo- 
cates, he advises good roads as a certain and mutual benefit to 
the man who buys and the man who sells. 

Thomas Milton Wier, represents the type of man who, both 
thinks and does. He is a man of fine mental culture, and one 
who has a practical business head as well. He has done much 
to develop the resources of Tampa, and has made it possible for 
others to succeed in the various enterprises he has been instru- 
mental in directing to that city. 

He considers his best work in life to have been the securing 
of the amendment to the charter of Tampa which made Greater 
Tampa a fact. For twenty years the people of Tampa had un- 
successfully struggled to obtain such amendment to their charter 
as would permit logical expansion. Mr. Wier finally went to Tal- 
lahassee and after ardous work succeeded in securing from the 
legislature tho uuvh nccdc^d ;:-iuMulment. 
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The career of this gentleman is an example of what a man 
with capability can do in the world where capable men rise to the 
highest by doing things. Mr. Owen also represents what is no- 
blest in life, a man of sincerity, truth, and honor. 

On the 17th day of June, 1855, he was born, and since ar- 
riving at manhood has filled the enviable positions of jurist, 
banker, financier, capitalist, and scholar. 

The place of the birth of Wm. B. Owen is Morristown, New 
Jersey, and there he spent his childhood and young manhood. 
The educational facilities at Morristown being superior, he at- 
tended the schools in that town, and Mendham, and received a 
finishing course at Princeton University, where he would have 
graduated in the higher branches of learning had not his health 
failed at the important hour, and he was forced to discontinue his 
studies. Later, however, he received the A. M. degree. 

The great grandfather of Wm. B. Owen emigrated to 
America from Wales, and settled in New Jersey, where the fam- 
ily lived and died, with the exception of Wm. B. Owen, who re- 
moved South in 1876, and began the practice of law in Jackson- 
ville, Fla., where he still resides. 

Daniel B. Owen, father to the subject of this biography, was 
a gentleman farmer. He married Miss Phoebe S. Bedell. Of 
this union, a son was born, a son who was destined to grow to 
manhood and be recognized in the world of progress and ad- 
vancement as Wm, B. Owen, one of the foremost citizens of 
Florida, a state he has adopted as his home. 

Mr. Owen is a Republican. In political life he has been 
modest, firm, and forceful. His party installed him in the Legis- 
lature in 1882. where he served a term in the House, with dignity, 
and credit to himself and loyalty to the people. 

From 1888 to 1902 as Judge of the county court, his influ- 
ence and popularity strengthened, and since that time Judge 
Owen has given much of his time and thought to the investments 
of capital, and to furthering the progress of Jacksonville. 
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During this period of his career, Judge Owen was elected 
President of the Jacksonville Development Company, a corpora- 
tion with $500,000 capital, and was chosen as Vice-President of 
the Commercial Bank of Jacksonville, two positions he still holds. 

The world life of this man has not been too complicated or 
practical to mar the beauty of his Spiritual growth, and as a con- 
sistent member of the Presbyterian Church, he has won his way 
to many General Assemblies, as a member of the Body of Elders 
of that denomination. Much of his energy and concentration has 
been directed towards promoting morality and dobriety among 
the young men of his community. For many years he held the 
office of President of the Y. M. C. A., a position that gave him 
ample opportunity to exercise his inspiring influence over the 
young, developing mind. His lectures have been of interest and 
value as a means of directing the minds of young men into the 
higher lines of thought and manhood. 

Judge Owen is a student, and has made research widely in 
the fields of theology and law. These two branches of educa- 
tion he considers of inestimable value to the reader, and men who 
would go forward. 

He is a member of the Seminole Club, which is a factor in 
affairs social at Jacksonville. 

The domestic life of this busy, progressive man has not been 
neglected, for in 1888, he married Miss Hattie Kidd, of Chicago, 
the daughter of Joseph and Laura Kidd, and the union has been 
blessed with one child, a daughter, Aileen Louise Owen. 

There yet remains one other gift to be recorded as belonging 
to Judge Owen, a gift that has added a charm to his personality 
and life. It is development of a talent that has found expression 
in writing. The subjects of his articles have been pertinent and 
timely, his imagination clean and his pen sincere in its purpose. 

In every stage of his unfolding career. Judge Wm. B. Owen 
has had an abiding influence for good over his fellow men. His 
companionship with others has been uplifting and he is a worthy 
example of what a man with a high standard and noble purpose 
can attain to. 
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The wonderful growth of Tampa, in comparatively few 
years, from an unimportant village to its present magnitude as a 
prosperous city with its great manufacturing, commercial and 
shipping interests, has afforded exceptional opportunities to men 
of energy, industry and intelligence in whatever line they may 
have applied their abilities. Fortunes have been won by those 
who applied themselves to commerce and to the professions, by 
those who have engaged in manufacturing and by the promoters 
of public growth who laid off town lots and attracted purchasers 
who sought investment or desired to build a home. The pioneers 
of Tampa, who came before the era of the city's marvelous pros- 
perity and secured large tracts of land for farming purposes, 
and have been wise enough to liold on to it, have had the satis- 
faction of seeing their investment grow in value to an extent that 
the mere relation of the facts seems to do violence to reason and 
invade the realms of romance. One of the older citizens of Tam- 
pa, a man who had already won success in the commercial world 
before he was attracted by the salubrious climate, who came and 
bought land in the village days, set out an orange grove, and then 
again responded to the lure of business life and enjoyed another 
prosperous career in the commercial world, from which he finally 
retired to engage in the real estate business and sub-divide and 
sell early acquired property which has grown in value to an enor- 
mous extent is William A. Morrison. 

Mr. Morrison is of Scotch-Irish descent. His first American 
ancestors belonged to the clan of Morrisons that lived on Lewis 
Island off the coast of Scotland, and settled in America about 
1700. His parents, who were reared in the East, settled in Illi- 
nois in 1832. He was distantly related to the late William R. 
Morrison, of Illinois, who while a prominent member of Con- 
gress, threw a bomb shell into the camp of the protected interests 
by introducing and seriously advocating a measure which pro- 
posed a horizontal reduction of the tariff, which earned for its 
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author the soubriquet of "Horizontal Bill." Mr. Morrison is a 
native of Alton, Ills., where his parents had located in 1832, and 
where he was born on the 12th of July, 1839. His parents were 
John B. and Louisa Piatt Morrison. His father, a ship carpenter 
by trade, was born on a farm in Mifflin county, Pa., and his 
mother, who was a native of Troy, N. Y., is still alive at the ripe 
old age of ninety-two years, and resides with her only daughter 
in Seattle, Wash. As a boy Mr. Morrison was fun-loving and 
possessed of an unusually keen sense of humor that has stood 
him in good stead on many occasions in his long and active ca- 
reer. He was always a lover of outdoor life, his favorite sports 
being hunting and fishing. In these he still finds rare pleasure 
and indulges in frequent outings, with a success that would sat- 
isfy many younger men. 

Living in an isolated community, his educational advantages 
were limited, but he made the most of his opportunities and tells 
with deep affection of the early days in the little log school house. 
The first store clothes he had, that were not made of his father's 
old ones, and a pair of red-top boots were purchased with money 
he earned peddling peaches from the trees on one of his father's 
town lots. The money was turned over to his mother, who re- 
ligiously saved it for a time, only to squander it eventually for 
store clothes and red-top boots. The family was poor and he be- 
ing the oldest child of the three, had to go to work before he was 
fifteen years old to help earn a living. His first place was as cel- 
lar clerk in a grocery store, where one of his duties was to shovel 
New Orleans brown sugar into the farmers bags and fill their 
jugs with New Orleans molasses. In those days New Orleans 
sugar was very cheap, coming by river from New Orleans to 
Alton, and it was literally shoveled, as the smallest purchases 
were fifty or one hundred pound lots. Alton being on the river 
was the distributing point for an immense territory extending 
hundreds of miles north, east and west. There being no rail- 
roads, the transportation of the merchandise to the interior of the 
country was by means of two, four or six-horse or ox teams with 
huge prairie schooners. Out of the grocery cellar to clerkship in 
a clothing store was the first upward progress made. He then 
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obtained a position as clerk and bookkeeper in a hardware and 
agncultural implement store, where he remained some six or 
seven years, his efforts being exerted to thoroughly acquaint him- 
self with the business in all its details. Here the real foundation 
of his business success was laid ; for it is in the hardware business 
that he spent most of the years of his long and prosperous com- 
mercial career. 

After mastering the hardware business, he decided to branch 
out for himself and he and another young man bought out an 
old stock of hardware in Alton. On account of the active com- 
petition with old established houses having plenty of capital be- 
hind them this venture did not prove to be a brilliant success. 
After fully reviewing the situation they decided to change their 
location and so they removed their entire stock by team to Car- 
roUton, Ills. Here he remained for three years, finally selling 
out his interest in the hardware business at a profit and removing 
to Quincy, 111., where he purchased a one-fourth interest in a 
large flour mill. He remained in this business eight or ten years 
and during that time became acquainted with the genial climate 
of the South, which eventually resulted in his coming to Florida. 
The firm of which he was a member, decided to start a branch at 
Mobile, Ala., for the sale of their mill products. This branch or 
agency, was opened and conducted by Mr. Morrison, and at the 
end of three years, when it was decided to close the branch house, 
he returned to his old position in the mill at Quincy. He had an 
advantageous offer, however, and selling out his one-fourth in- 
terest embarked in the pork packing business for about two years. 
He weathered the panic of 1873 and in fact made some money, 
but having found pork packing too risky a business, he disposed 
of his interests and returned to the place of his birth and his 
start in the business world, Alton, Ills. Here he became a silent 
partner in the now large hardware and agricultural implement 
house where he had learned the hardware business. Both he and 
his family, however, remembered with longing the delightful cli- 
mate of the South and were always sighing for a change to a 
more genial clime, which they finally decided to seek. They came 
to Florida for the winters during 1876-77 and 78 and he finally 
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purchased an unimproved eighty-acre tract of land adjoining 
what was then the unimportant village of Tampa, where the pop- 
ulation at that time was not above 600 people. He at once made 
arrangements for clearing up the land, and having found the 
longed for climate it followed as a natural result that he should 
develop the enthusiasm of the period and so he set out an orange 
grove of fifteen acres. Returning to Illinois, he packed his fam- 
ily bag and baggage and moved to his Tampa home in November, 
1879. On his arrival he began the erection of the first artificial 
stone house that was built in the state of Florida. It was arti- 
ficial stone, not concrete. Each stone was moulded separately in 
wooden moulds and laid in the wall like brick work with mortar 
joints, not composite. After finishing his residence, his farm and 
grove being then well in hand, he found too much leisure irksome. 
His mental and physical energies demanded an outlet and having 
some surplus capital in hand he yielded to the lure of commercial 
life and embarked in the general merchandise business in Tampa 
in 1882 and continued in this for two years. While the business 
was profitable, he desired something with which he was more ex- 
perienced and he therefore closed out his general business, selling 
to a brother of his partner, and having decided to go back to his 
starting point in the hardware line, he rented the lower floor of 
the Branch Opera House on Franklin street and in the fall of 
1884 opened up with a large stock of hardware and crockery. 
The business grew rapidly and it was not long before there was 
a need for more room and in meeting this necessity he purchased 
a lot sixty by one hundred and five feet on the comer of Franklin 
and Madison streets and erected thereon the first three-story 
brick building in Tampa. He fitted up the interior of the build- 
ing with an especial view to meeting the necessities of his trade, 
with railroad step-ladders, exchangeable shelves and counters 
and other up-to-date facilities for conducting business. Upon his 
removal from the Opera House to the new location he put in as 
finely selected and complete stock as had ever been shipped south. 
He remained in active management of a large and very profitable 
business until 1902 when he sold out and rented the store. 

He ininiediately engaged in the real estate business in which 
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he was so successful that he is easily one of the leading real es- 
tate dealers in the city. He has conducted many important sales 
and has placed on the market some of the property which he ac- 
quired in the early days, and which has since grown enormously 
in value. Throughout his business career he has always been a 
great believer in the judicious use of printer's ink. He has been 
a liberal advertiser, using the letters X.Z. as a trade mark to at- 
tract attention, printing X.Z. on all his office stationary and even 
displaying it in large letters on his building and his office win- 
dows. Upon being asked the meaning of X. Z. his reply is, 
"X Zactly. Trade with Morrison and you get a square deal." 
He still usese X. Z. in advertising his real estate business. His 
motto is "my word is my bond," and his suggestion to those am- 
bitious to succeed is, "Stick to your knitting work. Don't lie. 
Don't steal, and be strictly honest in all your transactions." He 
has never held any political office, saying he has always used his 
own tub bottom and done his own scratching for a living. In pol- 
itics he is a Republican, still clinging to early political associations. 

He is a Master and 32d degree Mason and has risen to 
prominence in the order, being a member of Hillsborough Lodge, 
N'o. 25. He takes much pride in the growth of Tampa, which 
during his residence, has spread out from a village of six hundred 
people to a splendid prosperous city of 50,000 or 60,000 inhab- 
itants. He is hale and hearty at sixty-nine years of age and 
claims that he is going to live to be one hundred and twenty-five 
jears old, challenging proof to the contrary. 

Mr. Morrison was married 21st Dec, 1865, in Carrollton, 
Ills., to Elizabeth H. Hinton, a daughter of Judge Alfred Hinton 
and Mrs. L. Hinton, of Carrollton, Ills. They have two children, 
Roy Morrison and Stella LaCroix Taliaferro, wife of T. C. 
Taliaferro, president of the First National Bank of Tampa. 



VUUam (Evacxi^ 



Key West is not only one of the most prosperous cities in 
Florida, but it enjoys the distinction of being the farthest south 
of any city in the United States. Only sixty miles from the trop- 
ical line, directly in the path of the northeast trade winds, with 
the Gulf Stream only a dozen miles distant, the climate is most 
salubrious and healthful. 

In the early days, settlers in Key West almost invariably came 
by way of the Bahamas, and today even the larger part of the 
population are either natives or descendants of the natives of the 
islands; and as a natural result, the architecture of the city is 
more West Indian, than American in style. It would be insuf- 
ficient to say that the Bahamas have been a factor in the growth 
and development of Key West, for, as a matter of fact, it is no 
exaggeration to say that they have made Key West what it is, 
and have been a dominant factor in the development of that whole 
section of the State. Most prominent of all of Key West citizens 
of past or present and most influential in building up the city was 
William Curry, who, for over sixty years, was not only the lead- 
ing merchant of Key West, but of all South Florida. Coming 
to Key West in his youth, he started as a clerk, and when he re- 
tired after over forty years of a phenomenally successful career, 
his sons stepped into the management of the great interests he 
had built up, and with the enterprise of youth, have developed and 
enlarged these, established new industries, and more than main- 
tained the splendid repflltation which he left them as a heritage. 

Mr. Curry was a native of Green Turtle Key, one of the 
Bahama Islands, and was born Sept. 11, 1821. He was of Irish 
descent, and his parents were Benjamin and Martha Curry. On 
March 3, 1837, he reached Key West which was then an unimpor- 
tant village of fishermen and wreckers. He at first received em- 
ployment as a clerk with the merchandising firm of Weever and 
Baldwin, who were in business on Wall Street. He continued 
with this concern about eighteen months, when they went out of 
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ba>iness. He then went to work in the office of the United States 
yoarter-M aster. During the Seminole Indian War he spent 
four years afloat with the fleet under Commander McLaughlin, 
and upon returning from this service, began clerking for Wil- 
liam H. Wall. About 1843, he formed a firm in which he, and 
G. L. Bowne and another were partners. The third partner re- 
tired at the end of two years, and in 1845 the firm of Bowne 
and Curry was established, and during the succeeding years built 
up an immense business in merchandising, wrecking and ship- 
building. Captain John Lowe became interested with the firm in 
the Lavinia, a wrecking schooner, which proved a most profitable 
investment. They were largely engaged for many years in the 
>aivaj;je of wrecks along the coasts and keys, and did a big bus- 
iness in furnishing vessel supplies and family stores for those 
interested in the shipping business. The firm also became ship- 
builders as well as owners, and among others built the Stephen 
R. .Mallory at a cost of $80,000, the pilot boats G. L. Bowne and 
Euphemia, and at the same time owned, or were largely interested 
in a number of sloops and schooners. Their vessels were all 
well built, of the finest materials, and by the best workmen, as 
V^T. Curry would never consider anything but the best in building 
either sliij)s or houses. The firm met with quite a reverse in 
184^). when their stores and a large stock of merchandise were 
de-troyed by a gale, but their resources were such that they im- 
mediately i)urchri^c(l a larger site on I'Yont and Simonton Streets, 
where, with more lan(k and ample wharfage, they erected a 
much larger str.re and warehouses, and continued their business 
<m a lari^er scale than ever before. The firm of Bowne and 
Curry was di^olved in 1861, when Mr. Bowne retired on account 
01 ill-health, and sold all his interests to Mr. Curry. 

The latter continued the business in his own name, and en- 
larj^ed and developed it so that when he retired he was not only 
the most prominent business man in Key West, but in all South 
Florida. lie was succeeded by the firm of Wm. Curry's Sons, 
the members of the firm being Charles (since deceased), George 
If. f since deceased), Milton W. Curry, and Captain Martin L. 
Hellings, a son-in-law. Some idea of the immense interests of 
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this firm may be gained from the following quotations: **They 
have already established extensive new enterprises. A large 
ship railway and dock for building and repairing vessels, the lar- 
gest ice manufacturing plant in southern Florida, an electric 
light plant of sufficient power to supply the city, and other pro- 
jects of equal magnitude, exemplify their progressiveness and 
public enterprise. Their storehouses, docks, and factories cov- 
er several acres of ground, and employment is given to scores 
of men. Their business is all systematized and each department 
has its head. Their ice manufacturing plant is designed to meet 
local demands, and the convenience of the great shipping inter- 
ests concentrated here. Large quantities of ice are carried by 
those engaged in the export of fresh fish to Havana. A cold 
storage establishment is attached to the ice plant. Their ex- 
tensive electric plant is adequate to furnish motive power for 
manufacturing and domestic purposes, aside from illumination. 
Their long lines of wharves, at which scores of vessels are daily 
loading and unloading, present a continually busy scene. The 
fish market, too, is located on their docks, where an almost in- 
credible amount of fish is offered. The great warehouses are 
filled with one of the greatest stocks of ship chandlery, hardware, 
and general merchandise, to be found in Florida. This firm also 
owns the large brick bonded warehouses in which thousands of 
bales of Havana tobacco are stored ; and buildings of like pro- 
portions are held in reserve for the storage of wrecked cargoes, 
which are periodically brought into this port. The firm is uni- 
versally conceded a leading place among the great leading busi- 
ness firms of the peninsula, and under the present admirable 
management its prestige is likely to be maintained for many years 
to come." This is the firm that Mr. Curry established, and had 
the satisfaction of seeing continued in a manner in which he ap- 
proved. 

One of the happiest occasions of his life was the celebration 
Sept. 11, 1894, of the golden anniversary of his marriage to Eu- 
phemia Lowe. Mr. and Mrs. Curry on this occasion not only 
received the congratulations of their many friends, but made a 
feature of a dinner to their children, and grand-children. Every- 
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one was presented with a souvenir of the memorable day, and 
no one enjoyed it more than the venerable couple, who had for 
half a century been faithful and loving companions. Even 
then, Mr. Curry was in failing health, and on Jan. 23, 1896, he 
passed into the beyond. He was held in the greatest esteem 
in Key West, and business was practically suspended on the day 
of his funeral. All Key West mourned, for it was realized that 
there had passed one whose life had been devoted to the good of 
his fellow-men, and whose service in the building of the city 
was beyond all estimate, and while the business interests that he 
had conceived and fostered remained, they were less influential 
in reminding the public of his greatness and goodness than the 
memory of his kindness and geniality which lingers like sweet in- 
cense in the spiritual atmosphere of all who knew him. 



Natl^an 1^. %rgan 



There are few men in Florida who possess a stronger per- 
sonaHty, who have a better standing in their profession, who are 
recognized as progressive and influential in their community, and 
who have as large a personal following as Nathan P. Bryan. 

Born and reared in Florida, Mr. Bryan is proud of his native 
State, and has exerted every effort in his power to make a repu- 
tation that would be a credit to Florida. The fact that he is now 
considered one of the leading lawyers in Jacksonville and the 
State is sufficient evidence of the success he has attained. 

Nathan P. Bryan was born April 23rd. 1872, at Fort Mason, 
Orange County, Florida. His father, John M. Bryan, was also 
a native of Florida, and at that time was a farmer in Orange 
County. His grandfather, on his father*s side, came to Florida 
from Georgia and settled in Hamilton County about 1812. His 
mother was Louisa M. Norton, and her people have lived in Flor- 
ida for several generations, his grandfather having been a native 
of Nassau County, and his grandmother of Duval County. 

]>cginning life on a farm, Mr. Bryan received his early ed- 
ucation in the public schools of Kissimee. Florida. Following 
this he attended lunory College at Oxford (ieorgia, graduating 
from that well known institution in W)3 with high honors and 
receiving the degree of A.li. r>om i^mory College he advanced 
to Washington and Lee Cniversity at Lexington, \'irginia. from 
which he graduated in 1895 with the degree of B.L. 

Equipped with the education and knowledge gained in these 
two institutions Mr. Bryan came to Jacksonville, at once begin- 
ning the practice of law. Success came to him cjuickly, and af- 
ter a period of thirteen years he has a clientage that would be a 
credit to a much older man in a much larger field. 

While Mr. Bryan has never taken any active interest in pol- 
itics, he has always been a Democrat, and prominent in every 
movement for the public good, and he has been Iionored with the 
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appointment as member of the Educational Board of Control, 
having in charge the University of Florida, the Florida Female 
College, the Institute for the Deaf and Dumb, and the Colored 
Normal School. 

His brother, the late lamented W. J. Bryan, U. S. Senator, 
had the distinction of being the youngest member of that august 
body in the history of the United States, with one exception. 

Mr. Bryan was married in October, 1898, to Miss Julia 
Smith, a daughter of Mumford and Annie (Cecil) Smith. 

Mr. Bryan has many warm personal friends not only in Jack- 
sonville, but all over the South, and his standing in the communi- 
ty is that of a fine gentlemen, a generous friend, and a pleasant 
neighbor. 



ifnrattii VxBbn 



A soldier in the Union army who, looking upon the South, 
pronounced it good, and has made his home in Florida since the 
war, is Horatio Bisbee, of Jacksonville. Mr. Bisbee has met 
with conspicuous success in the practice of his profession, and is 
recognized as one of the leading practitioners of the bar in his 
adopted State. As a member of Congress during four terms, 
he rendered inestimable and lasting service to the people of a 
greatly extended section by his energetic and successful advo- 
cacy of ample appropriations for the improvement of the St 
Johns river. 

Mr. Bisbee is a native of Maine, and originally a thorough 
"down Easterner." He comes of Pilgrim ancestry, his first 
known ancestor in America coming from the northern part of 
England, and landing at Plymouth Rock in 1634. This ances- 
tor had two sons, one of whom settled in Massachusetts, and the 
other going into the more distant colony which afterward became 
the State of Maine. Mr. Bisbee is a descendant of the son who 
settled in Maine. Mr. Bisbee was named for his father, Hora- 
tio Bisbee, who was a farmer. His mother's maiden name was 
Sarah White. 

He was born May 1, 1839, at Canton, Maine, and as a boy 
enjoyed the best school advantaf^es, attending Auburn Academy 
and Westbrook Seminary in Maine, and as a young man, ma- 
triculating in Tufts College in Massachusetts. From the latter 
institution he was graduated technically in 1863, having con- 
ferred upon him the degree of A.B. and afterwards M.A., though 
at the tii7ic of his graduation he had already seen much service 
in the I'nion Army. He enlisted and served as a private sol- 
dier in Company F, of the Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer In- 
fantry from April 17th to August, 1861. He was with this reg- 
iment in Virginia, but later was commissioned Captain in the 
Ninth Maine Volunteer Infantry, and from Lieutenant-Colonel 
succeeded to the colonelcy of the latter regiment. After he was 
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mustered out of the service, Colonel Bisbee decided to locate in 
Florida, and coming to this State permanently in January, 1865, 
began the active practice of law on l^eb. 10, 1865. He met with 
immediate success, and soon attained a prominence in his profes- 
tion that was recognized in 1869 by his appointment to the office 
of United States District Attorney for the Northern District of 
Florida. He served the full term of four years, his administra- 
tion of the office being marked by distinguished ability, but de- 
clined a re-appointment voluntarily tendered with the intention of 
applying himself to the more profitable private practice of his pro- 
fession. He remained in private life comparatively but a short 
time, however, as there was work for him to do, and in 1876 
he was elected to the Forty-fifth Congress from the Second Dis- 
trict of Florida. He was re-elected at succeeding elections to 
the three successive Congresses, and his eight years of service 
in Washington resulted in the furtherance of public work in Flor- 
ida, the value of which to the people of the State and the adja- 
cent section of the South can scarcely be estimated. He gave 
especial attention to the securing of appropriations for the con- 
struction of jetties at the mouth of the St. Johns River, for the 
deepening of the channel over the bar, and for the permanent 
establishing of beacon lights along the whole river. These im- 
provements have been of immeasurable value to shipping, to com- 
merce, to industry, and, in fact, to every interest within a wide 
scope of country, a lasting benefit to the section and a monument 
to Colonel Bisbee's service to his adopted State. 

He has been married twice, first to Miss Florida Flotard, 
and then to Mrs. Lottie R. Heasley. He has four children liv- 
ing, viz: Genevieve, Eldon, Ada and Ralph. Colonel Bisbee 
is Republican in politics, and while not a member of any church, 
ha> leanings towards the Universalist and Unitarian denomina- 
tions. He is of quiet tastes, devoted to his home life, and a lover 
of the Bible and Shakespeare. He is a man of genial disposi- 
tion, and early in his residence easily adapted himself to the en- 
vironments of his new home. 

He was for years a member of the Elks and the Seminole 
Club, but has retired from both these social organizations. To 
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use his own expression, he has always *'made a goo<l living by 
practicing law and minding his own business." He admires as 
a profitable course of life *'courage, industry and integrity, and 
courtesy to those who deserve it, and never be guilty of trying 
to mislead or corrupt." He believes that there should be "am- 
ple opportunity for educating the children, complete toleration of 
political and religious opinion and the remorseless punishment of 
public men who commit crimes." To serve the best intere>ts of 
State and Nation, he favors **laws and the enforcement thereof 
necessary to dissolve all illegal combinations that tend to en- 
hance prices to consumers or promote monopolies ; the prc>erva- 
tion of the protective tariff policy intact; the absolute divorce 
from stock-holding interests of the management and oi)eration 
of railroad companies and other common carriers." 

From the extreme North to the far South is a far cry, but 
this staunch American of old Puritan stock has made himself as 
thoroughly at home on the sunny pine levels of Fh^rida as he 
was on the pine-clad hills of Maine. His patriotic devotion to 
Florida could not have been stronger even though he had been 
native bom, and in consequence, he has a legion of friends who 
love him as a man, honor him as a citizen, and admire him as a 
lawyer. 



(&taxg:t Hatli^rn lartlum 

The subject of this sketch, is a native-born Key Wester, 
and one of the most honored and highly respected citizens of the 
"Beautiful Isle of the Sea." 

Bom May 1, 1858, he has spent his entire life in his native 
city, where he has always worked for the betterment of its soci- 
ety, and its commercial prosperity. His father, John Bartlum, 
and his mother, Sarah Love, were natives of the Bahama Islands, 
and migrated to Key West, in 1849. The paternal side of his 
family first came to America, years before, and settled in South 
Carolina. They were of Scotch-Irish stock. 

His father was for many years a shipbuilder, and, besides 
building many smaller crafts, which were noted for their beauty 
and fast sailing qualities, built in the year 1855, the ship Stephen 
R. Mallory, the first full-rigged clipper ship ever built in Key 
West, if not in the State of Florida. 

Mr. Bartlum's education was obtained in the public school 
and private schools in Key West, and he attended B. F. Moor's 
Business University, in Atlanta, Ga., from which University he 
graduated in 1874. 

In 1875, after returning from college, he began his business 
career as bookkeeper for an extensive merchant, and in 1883 
started, on his own account, in the auction and commission busi- 
ness, and his life since then has been devoted to the mercantile 
business. In 1886, the year of the great Key West fire, when 
nearly twenty-five per cent of the city was consumed, he was con- 
ducting one of the largest general stores in the town, and his 
entire business was completely consumed. Although he had no 
insurance on his stock, he paid his creditors every dollar due 
them, and has since been in business continually, and has made a 
success, where other men with less pluck would have succumbed 
from di>couragement. Always a man of the utmost and most ab- 
solute integrity he has won out as a successful busines*^ man. 

He has held several important and highly responsible posi- 
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tions, having been cashier in the custom house under both of 
Qeveland's administrations, a member of the County School 
Board, and was honored by his fellow citizens by being elected as 
mayor of the city for five years. 

Though not a politician he has always been a consistent 
Democrat, and, at times, has taken active part in campaigns, and 
is always ready to aid the party financially, when requisite. 

He is member of the Elks and Commercial Clubs, and for 
a number of years a member of the Chamber of Commerce. He 
is affiliated with the Episcopal church. 

In 1880 Mr. Bartlum married an estimable lady. Miss Mary 
E. Lowe, the eldest daughter of Joseph and Christiana Lowe, 
and, although they have never been blessed with any children, a 
happier or more contented couple is not to be found anywhere. 
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Along the East Coast of Florida, from Jacksonville on the 
North, to Miami on the South, only a few years since was a wil- 
derness, wild and jungle-like, with only here and there a few 
sparse settlements of native fishermen, which were visited by ir- 
regular and desultory sailing craft; wild animals and the silent 
Seminole were the only living things to break the solitude, where 
once in a while a more than ordinarily brave traveller or hunter 
would be led by curiosity or in search of game as the case might 
be. Today where once it took weeks, the trip may be made in 
twelve hours, the traveller seated in a Pullman, over as fine a road 
as the country affords, stopping at will at towns and cities, with 
magnificent hotels as fine as the world can give. Indeed, one 
would think that the hand of magic must have wrought to effect 
such a wonderful development in so short a time; and the con- 
jecture is not far wrong, for it was the magic hand of Henry 
M. Flagler that has effected the change. In so stupendous an 
undertaking as the conquest of the wilderness, the construction 
of several hundred miles of railroad and the great scheme of 
hotels, it was necessary that Mr. Flagler should have lieutenants 
to lead his forces and to carry out his ideas ; and among the men 
of brains and energy who were employed none played a more 
important part than did the subject of this article, Joseph Albert 
McDonald. 

Joseph Albert McDonald was born during the fifties in the 
Province of Prince Edward Island. His father was James Mc- 
Donald, who married Miss Ann McKinnon, both of whom, as 
their names would indicate, were descended from Scotch ances- 
tors. As a lad Joseph A. Mcponald attended the public schools 
of the Province and his education was received there. While 
quite young he learned the business of ship carpentering which 
he followed for twelve years, seven of which were spent in his 
native land, the remaining time in various parts of the United 
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States. Later on he engaged in the business of contracting and 
building at Derby, Conn. 

In 1870 Mr. McDonald married Miss Elizabeth Wallace, of 
Derby, Conn. Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Mc- 
Donald of whom only one is now living, Mrs. John B. Reilly, who 
resides with her family in Miami. 

Mr. McDonald moved to Florida in 1881 and formed the 
business partnership with Mr. McGuire under the firm name of 
McGuire and McDonald, doing general contracting work. In 
1886 the firm was engaged to build the famous Ponce de Leon and 
Alcazar hotels at St. Augustine for the Standard Oil multi-mil- 
lionaire, Henry M. Flagler, and later built the magnificent hotels 
at Ormond in 1891 ; the Royal Poinciana in Palm Beach in 1893; 
the Breakers in Palm Beach in 1895, which was destroyed by 
fire in 1905 and rebuilt by this firm the same year ; the Royal 
Palm at Miami in 1896; and the Colonial at Nassau, Bahama 
Islands, in 1899, all built by the firm of McGuire and McDonald 
and known as the famous chain of East Coast Hotels, owned 
by Mr. Flagler but operated under the name of the Florida Ea>t 
Coast Hotel Company. 

In 1896 at the very birth of the city of Miami, Mr. McDon- 
ald built for liiniself the well known and popular Piiscayne lioieK 
a solid brick structure of three stories, which was an undertak- 
ing of no little magnitude in an infant city, and which has shown 
by the ra])i(l development of Miami, that Mr. McDonald had a 
wonderful business foresight, well justified by the results. To 
this (lay, when Miami is thirteen years old the l^»iscayne Hotel 
is still one of the most popular hostelries of South Florida, and 
one of the most substantial buildings in Miami. 

When the r\)rt Dallas Xational P>ank failed in 1907. an 1 it 
was feared that the I'ank of l)ay Biscayne would be subjected to 
a run which might end in disaster, Mr. McDonald, with other 
leading business men of Miami, promptly rallied to the support 
of the threatened bank, and Mr. McDonald, by accepting the 
presidency, did much to restore confidence and to insure its sta- 
bility. He also accepted the presidency of the Florida l-a<t Coast 
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Ice Company when its affairs were entangled with the failure 
of the Fort Dallas National Bank and also succeeded in relieving 
it from financial embarrassment. In 1902 he organized the J. A. 
McDonald Lumber Company, of which he is president, it being 
a very successful business concern, which has done a large busi- 
ness from the beginning and increasing from year to year. He is 
also president of Halcyon Hall Hotel Company and vice-presi- 
dent of the Miami Transfer Company. 

It would be difficult to estimate the vast amount of good Mr. 
McDonald has done for the City of Miami, and he has always 
shown a lively interest in everything that seemed in his judgment 
to be for the good of the community. He took a prominent part 
in the work of organization and incorporation of the infant city, 
and during the first three years of its existence was an efficient 
member of the City Council. Being on such intimate terms with 
Mr. Flagler he was able to get that great financier to aid and co- 
operate with the city when so many improvements were needed 
and when its funds were very limited. His many very important 
doings in promoting the growth and welfare of Miami are by far 
too numerous to mention in detail, but it can be truthfully said 
that no important step has been taken in its history in which he 
ha^■ not rendered material and substantial aid. 

Mr. McDonald is a Democrat and always takes a lively in- 
terest in local and national elections. He is a leading member of 
the Roman Catholic Church at Miami and of the Knights of Co- 
lumbus at St. Augustine. He belongs to the Jacksonville Lodge 
of Elks and to the Seminole Club of that city. I-Ie is always 
ready to help the needy but is so modest in what he does in a 
charitable way, that none, except his nearest relatives or most in- 
timate friends, have heard of any of the many deeds of that kind 
that he has performed. In a word, Mr. McDonald is a fine type 
of the American sturdy and successful business man, who, un- 
spoiled by success, numbers his friends by the thousands. Taken 
in all he is one of the most popular citizens of Miami and no 
one ranks higher than he is in its social and business circles. 



(Irar^ Hxtmn Aroata 

In no business in the world is repeated promotion and steai( 
advancement in official position a more reliable indication 
worth than in the insurance business. The great comp 
which are in lively competition for business, waste no senti 
in selecting their important representatives. Nothing 
with them but results, and the man who can produce rest 
the one they are looking for. The agent who occasionally 
business and earns expenses may not lose his contract, but 
agent who leads in new business and earns the big commissic 
the man whose name is considered when it comes to the self 
of superintendents and managers and state agents. It fc 
that the men holding these positions are of pleasant address, i 
distrious, energetic, persevering, of a high degree of intelle 
and of unassailable integrity. All this is true of Tracy 
Acosta, state agent for Florida of the Penn Mutual Life Ir 
ance Company, with headquarters at Jacksonville. 

Mr. Acosta is a native of Florida, having been born at St 
in Bradford County, Nov. 18, 1862. His parents were Eustace 
John, and Catherine Hatcher Acosta, and soon after his birth thqr 
removed to Georgia. He attended the public schools as a child^ 
and from the grammar school at Rlackshear, Ga., went to the 
Savannah High school. After taking the course there, he en- 
tered the University of Georgia at Athens, where he remained 
only during the Junior year, at the end of that time, in 1890, en- 
gaging in the life insurance business at Rlackshear, Ga., as a spe- 
cial agent for the Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company. While 
making his home in Rlackshear he served as a member of the 
Board of Education of Pierce County. He was so successful 
in writing insurance that in two years his company appointed 
him general agent in South Carolina. Here he made good, and 
in eighteen months, when it became necessary to name a new 
state agent in Florida, they conferred upon him this resj)onsible 
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and remunerative position, with headquarters at Jacksonville, 
and since 1895 he has filled the duties with satisfaction to his 
company and profit to himself. He has a splendid income, and 
has won for himself a position of high standing in the metropolis. 

He is a director in the State Bank of Florida, of Jacksonville, 
and on Jan. 25, 1905, was appointed a Colonel on the staff of 
the Governor the State. On Jan. 1, 1908, he was accorded an 
even higher honor, being appointed a member of the Board of 
Public Works of Jacksonville. He is prominent in club and sck 
cial life, being a member of the Florida Country Club, the Flori- 
da Yacht Club, and the Seminole Club of Jacksonville. He 
is a member of Solomon Lodge of the Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons and member of Florida Chapter Royal Arch Masons. He 
is a member of the Protestant Episcopal church, and in poli- 
tics is a Democrat. 

Mr. Acosta was married in December, 1892, to Cora B. Bai- 
ley, a daughter of James Sylvester and Nancy Bailey, of Bailey's 
Mills, Camden, County, Georgia. They have had four chil- 
dren, three of whom are living, as follows: Tracy, John Syl- 
vester and Catherine Edmund Acosta. 
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Right Reverend Edwin Gardner Weed, D.D., S. T. D., of 
Jacksonville, Fla., Bishop of the Diocese of Florida, was born 
in Savannah, Ga., on July 23, 1847, and is the son of Henry D. 
and Sarah F. (Dunning) Weed, of that city. He is of English 
descent, his paternal ancestor having early settled in Connecticut, 
where many of his descendants now live, the Weeds there rank- 
ing with the most prominent families of that State. The father 
of Bishop Weed was a man of exalted character, broad educa- 
tion, and a leading citizen and prominent merchant of Savannah 
in his time. 

After finishing his education in the primary schools of Sa- 
vannah, Bishop Weed matriculated at the University of Georgia, 
at Athens : owing, however, to the exigency of the war between 
the states, he did not complete his course. In 1863, and while 
still at the University, believing it the duty of every son of the 
South to take up arms against the invading I'oe, this young 
patriot, then but sixteen years of age, enlisted as a private in the 
Seventh (Icorcria Cavalry. He was later detailed as a mcmlKT 
of the .-ii^iial corp> in which he served (luring the entire period of 
hostilities. 

After the declaration (^f peace, desiring to receive a broader 
education than could be secured in this country, l>ishoj) Weed 
sailed f(T luu'ope. there eiUerinn;- the celebrated la^lin Uni- 
versity. After graduating from this institution, and later from 
the (leneral Theological Seminar}- at Xew York, he returned 
home, eminently e(iuij)pe(l for that service in his Master's vine- 
yard, to which he has been caHed. 

Fiishop Weed began his active work in the field of religious 
endeavor at .\ugusta, Ga. In 1870 he was ordained deacon in the 
Church of St. Luke, Darien. C(Mm. A year later he took order> 
as rector of the Church of the Good Shepherd, Augusta, Ga.. 
and entered upon the duties of his pastorate. The degrees of 
D.D. and S. T. D. were later conferred upon him by the Uni- 
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vcrsity of the South, at Sewanee, Tenn., and Racine College, 
respectively, in 1886 and 1887, the degree of D.D., by the former 
institution and that of S. T. D., by the latter. 

The profound learning in theology, together with the emi- 
nent piety and consecrated life which distinguished the subject of 
our sketch while rector of the Church of the Good Shepherd, led 
later, in 1886, to his election and consecration as Bishop of the 
Diocese of Florida. His duties then requiring him to become a 
resident of Florida, he soon removed to Jacksonville, where 
he has since resided. 

For fifteen years Bishop Weed was rector of the Church of 
the Good Shepherd. At the close of his pastorate it was well 
said of him that no one had ever served his congregation with 
more ability and devotion to duty than did this devout man of 
God, whose Christian affection for his parishioners, and theirs 
for him, measured up to all injunctions of Holy Writ, and to 
every dictate of the regenerate heart. 

Among the many eminent scholars and theologians of which 
Florida may proudly boast, none are more erudite than Bishop 
Weed, nor any who occupy a larger place in the affections of the 
people than he. Some idea of his studious habits and broad 
learning may be gathered when it is stated that Bishop Weed's 
library contains not less than five thousand volumes. 

In 1874 Bishop Weed was united in marriage to Miss Julia 
M. Foster, of Augusta, Ga., daughter of Thomas T. and Eliza- 
beth (Gardner) Foster. Of this union there were born six chil- 
dren, four of whom are living, viz.: Margaret Gould, Eliza- 
beth F. (now Mrs. Steiner), Gertrude Dunning, and Joseph 
Dunning Weed. Mrs. Weed died July 26, 1908. 

Next to religion. Bishop Weed regards the subject of broader 
education of prime importance, and one to which every good citi- 
zen of Florida should give the greatest encouragement. 
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Numbering among his ancestors a distinguished Baptist di- 
vine, for whose head Comwallis offered a reward, because of his 
effective oratory on behalf of the American cause, a planter who 
fought in the ranks under Marion in the War of the Revolution, 
and Georgia pioneers who came with Oglethorpe, no man can 
read his title clearer to American citizenship or furnish better 
title to eligibility to membership in the patriotic organizations 
than Robert Fenwick Taylor. Descended from families all noted 
for their culture, it seems altogether fitting that Judge Taytor 
should occupy a pre-eminent position in his profession ; that he 
should have rendered conspicuous service to his State as a mem- 
ber of the Constitutional convention of 1885, and served with 
distinguished ability as a Justice of the Supreme Court, of which 
body he has been a member since 1890, and over which he has 
presided as Chief Justice for the last eight years. 

Judge Taylor's home is at Tallahassee. He was born in 
Beaufort District, South Carolina, March 10, 1849, his father 
being John Morgandollar Taylor, a planter, and his mother, 
Maria (Baker) Taylor. His maternal great grandfather was 
the distinguished orator and Baptist divine, Rev. Richard Fur- 
man, founder of the Fiirman University at (Ireenville, S. C, and 
for whose head, because of his effective crusade in behalf of the 
American cause, during the War of the Revolution, Lord Com- 
wallis offered a reward of fifty pounds, remarking that he feared 
that young man's tongue more than he did all of Marion's bayo- 
nets. He had to flee for his life, and went to Virginia, wiiere 
Patrick Henry regularly attended his preaching, and often made 
the remark concerning him that he was the most eloquent living 
orator. 

Judge Taylor's father's grandfather came from Yorkshire, 
England, and settled in South Carolina early in the eighteenth 
century. He had an extensive plantation, and was a large pro- 
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ducer of cotton and rice. His father's father was also engaged 
in planting on an extensive scale and fought throughout the 
War of the Revolution, serving under Marion. His father's 
mother was a Miss Morg^ndollar, whose parents were of the dis- 
tinguished band of Salsburgers, who fled from religious persecu- 
tion in Salsburg and came to America with Gen. Oglethorpe, set- 
tling near Savannah, Ga., and helping to found a State. On both 
sides they were all highly cultured people. 

Judge Taylor's father removed from South Carolina to 
Florida in 1852,. settling near Ocala, in Marion county, in Janu- 
ary of that year. Judge Taylor received his early education at 
the East Florida Seminary at Ocala, and through private tutors 
at home, later attending the Maryland Military Institute, near 
Baltimore, Md. He was too young to enlist in the Confederate 
Army, but as a boy of fourteen was in the thick of the last bat- 
tle of Gainesville, Fla., which was one of the hottest fights in 
Florida during the war between the states. 

Judge Taylor studied law at Gainesville, Fla., in the office 
of Judge James B. Dawkins, one of Florida's most noted jurists 
and statesmen, who was a delegate to the convention which 
adopted resolutions under which Florida secedeci from the Union 
and joined the Confederacy. Judge Dawkins also rendered dis- 
tinguished services as a member of the Confederate Congress, 
and was one of the circuit judges of the State. After his admis- 
sion to the bar in 1870, Judge Taylor formed a law partnership 
with the man under whom he had studied for his profession, the 
firm being known as Dawkins and Taylor, and practicing law in 
all courts in Florida. They had a large practice and were suc- 
cessful in every sense of the word. Judge Taylor was a mem- 
ber of the Constitutional Convention of 1885, and in addition to 
his other distinguished services in that body was chairman of 
tbc committee on style and arrangement of the new constitution 
which was submitted to and adopted by the people of the State. 
Judge Taylor's ability and eminence in his profession were form- 
ally recognized in the latter part of 1890 in his appointment, by 
Gov. Francis P. Fleming, to the honorable position of Justice 
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of the Supreme Court of Florida, to fill a vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Justice H. L. Mitchell. At the regular election 
succeeding Gov. Fleming's apj>ointment was approved bv the 
people in the formal election of Judge Taylor, and at each suc- 
ceeding election he has been re-elected. During eight years of his 
service, Judge Taylor presided over the court as Chief Justice. 
How he has filled the position of Justice of the highest court in 
the State the official reports show better than words can tell. 

Judge Taylor was married February 2, 1872, to Amelia 
Evans Haiie, a daughter of Thomas E. Haile and Esther Serena 
Haile, who were originally from Camden, Kershaw county, S. C, 
but who removed to Alachua county, Fla., in 1852. Mrs. Taylor 
was called to her reward in 1901, and left only one child, a 
daughter, Serena Haile (Taylor) Ellis, the wife of Attorney- 
General William H. Ellis, of Florida. 

Judge Taylor is a Democrat and a member of the Presby- 
terian Church. In the pursuit of his professional duties he, of 
course, keeps abreast of the times in legal lore, but he possesses 
a wonderful fund of general information, and has read all the 
standard histories, the great essayists of Europe and America, the 
standard poets and the meritorious works of historical fiction. 
He believes that there should be given ''greater attention to the 
proper training of the youth of the country, and the inculcation 
in them of rigid principles of old-fashioned honesty and integrity, 
whether dealing with individuals or corporations, and a proper 
respect for age, law and order, and the rooting out from their 
minds the idea that the acquisition of mon'jy is the only thing 
worth a life's striving." 

He gives this salutory advice to those who are ambitious for 
success in the law : *'To the young man who selects the law as 
his profession, I would say that no matter what may be his 
natural gifts, he is doomed to utter failure unless he unreserved- 
ly and unremittently submits himself to the eternal work de- 
manded by the most jealous of all mistresses — the law." 
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While men frequently make a mistake in abandoning a pro- 
fession for business life and in blindly shifting from one calling 
to another in a rudderless effort to improve their condition, just 
as serious an error would frequently be made in following with 
pertinacity a mapped out career, when the rainbow of promise 
l^ts up a by-path. The ability to recognize opportunity and 
the courage and enterprise to seize it, has in many lives been 
the most important factor in the achieving of success. True suc- 
cess might have been won along other lines, but history deals 
not with possibilities, the record is of facts. William Colum- 
bus Powell, one of Jacksonville's most prominent citizens, and 
a man who has been successful in life, practiced law three years 
before he entered upon the mercantile career in which he was 
successful. He then became largely interested in handling naval 
stores, adding to his capital, and is now the president of the Con- 
solidated Land Company of Jacksonville. 

Mr. Powell is of Welch descent. His ancestors came to 
America in early colonial times and settled in North Carolina, 
where his grandfather, Absalom Powell was bom in 1789. He 
was bom at Fair Bluff, N. C, November 5, 1846, his parents 
being Albert Franklin Powell and Narcissa D. (Wooten) Pow- 
ell. His father was a farmer, and he attended the country 
schools of Columbus county as a youth, later entering Wake 
Forest College in North Carolina, which he left, however, one 
year before he would have graduated. In April, 1864, when a 
seventeen-year-old boy, he enlisted in a company of mounted in- 
fantry commanded by Capt. James Strange, of Fayetteville, in 
the Second North Carolina battalion, and served until the close 
of the war. He lived for a time on the farm during the unset- 
tled condition of affairs following immediately after the war, 
then he taught school in Raleigh for two years, in the meantime 
reading law under Judge R. H. Battle. He was admitted to the 
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bar in 1872, and practiced his profession daring a period of three 
years. At the end of that time he was attracted to merchandis- 
ing and was active in the comme r c i al world for about fifteen 
years. Wliile he had started business in a small way« his capital 
and investment grew with the years, and when he retired he dis- 
posed of a large and prosperous establishment. In 1890 he scAd 
out his business and removed to Savannah. Ga.. where he became 
largely interested in naval stores. For seven years he was presi- 
dent of the Savannah Naval Stores Company, and then for the 
succeeding five j-ears, was president of the Southern Xaval Stores 
Company. Early in 1903 he removed to Jacksonville. Fla., and 
became president of the Consolidated Xaval Stores Corapiny, 
which position he held for five years. He is now president of 
the Consolidated Land Company, of Jacksonville. He is enter- 
prising and progressive, but is a sound, safe business man. one 
of the active and influential members of the Jacksonville Board 
of Trade and a director in the Atlantic National Bank. 

In politics he is a Democrat. He is a member of the First 
Baptist Church, of Jacksonville, of which he is a deacon. His 
effort has always been to be open and honest in all his dealings. 
He suggests economical, upright, honest living on the part of die 
individual as a good plan for advancing the general interests, 
and says: **Be temperate in all things and this will give us 
happy homes." 

Mr. Powell was first married to Petrona G. Royall, a daugh- 
ter of Rev. Dr. William Royall, of Wake Forest College. N. C 
They had seven children, all of whom are living, as follows: 
William Royall Powell, Robert Benjamin Powell, Mrs. Annie 
Powell Seward. Miss Petrona Georgia Powell, Miss Jessie May 
Powell, Miss Rosa Qeveland Powell, and Lewis Montgomery 
Powell. 

Since his residence in Jacksonville. Mr. Powell was married 
a second time to Nellie T. Myrick, a daughter of Mrs. S. E. 
Turner, of Jacksonville. 
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Although he was denied the educational advantages that 
arc ordinarily enjoyed by the youth of today, Gustavus Adolphus 
Pfetteway was bom of Christian parents, and in his home the 
influences were the best. His father was a poor man and 
unable to give his children the advantages that he would have 
liked to, but he taught them energy, honesty, sobriety and verac- 
ity, four principles which Mr. Petteway declares have been the 
greatest help he has found in his business. Mr. Petteway has 
been engaged in the manufacture and handling of naval stores 
all his life, and although he began work at a small salary, only 
a few years ago, by industry, economy and enterprise he made 
rapid advancement, when opportunity availed, and he is now in 
charge of the Tampa office of the Peninsula Naval Stores Com- 
pany, a corporation with $1,000,000 capital stock, of which he is 
second vice-president, and in which his now large interests are 
centered. 

Mr. Petteway was born at Tar Landing, N. C, August 6, 
1873. His father was Louis S. Petteway, a carpenter who worked 
at his trade, and his mother, Sarah Catherine (Williams) Pette- 
way. Mr. Petteway was the fourth son in a family of fourteen 
children. The only educational advantages he enjoyed were 
those offered by the country free schools of North Carolina. He 
was taught to work, however, and to live uprightly, and there 
were in the home training other compensations for what was 
lacking in the school facilities. 

Mr. Petteway removed to Colquitt county, Ga., in Septem- 
ber, 1894, and secured a position at a nominal salary with K. W. 
Home, a naval stores operator at Obe, now Norman's Fork. 
After working here three years his employer sent him to Sor- 
rento, Fla., to work for a firm in which he was interested. After 
two years of work in Florida, Mr. Petteway left Sorrento, and 
having accumulated some means, bought an interest in a turpen- 
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tine farm at Leroy, Fla. As managing partner, he successfully 
conducted the business until 1906, when he purchased stock in 
the Peninsula Naval Stores Company, and was made a vice-presi- 
dent of that corporation, with general charge of the Tampa 
oflBce. Mr. Petteway has, during his business life, been inter- 
ested in several naval stores concerns, and the principal factor in 
some of them. In 1907, however, he disposed of all his holdings 
in other concerns and his interests are now centered in the one 
industry. 

Mr. Petteway has five brothers, all engaged in the naval stores 
business in Florida. Three brothers and two sisters are still io 
North Carolina, the two sisters living at the old home place, two 
of the three brothers and one of the sisters are in college, through 
the appreciation which Mr. Petteway and two of his brothers have 
of the advantages of education, and their laudable determinatioa 
to give their younger brothers the facilities which they did not 
enjoy. Mr. Petteway is taking an especial interest in his young- 
est brother, and expects to have him take the law course in Har- 
vard. The father of this large and exemplary family died in 
1907, but the mother is still living and being tenderly cared for 
by her loving and appreciative children. 

Mr. Petteway was married February 5, 1902, to Louise V. 
Hone, a daughter of Henry K. and Sarah J. Hone. They have 
had three children, of whom one, Oscar Earle, survives. 

Mr. Petteway is a Democrat, and while not connected with 
any church organization, he has a partiality for the primitive 
Baptist faith. He is a member of the Masonic order, the Knights 
of Pythias, and the Elks, and believes that in education and 
morality lie the safety, prosperity and happiness of the nation. 
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when the British regulars were defeated at Providence, R. I., he 
being personally complimented by Gen. LaFayette for gallantry. 

John H. Norton was bom in Wayne county, Pa., Jan. 8, 
1840. His father was Elijah Amanda Norton, a native of Massa- 
chusetts. His mother was Sarah White, a daughter of Ezekiel 
White, also of Werthhampton, Mass. He first attended a dis- 
trict school in Pennsylvania, and as a youth was in the public 
school at Battle Creek, Mich., in 1856, when he was compelled ta 
leave school and go to work on account of a reverse in his father's 
fortune, due to his having endorsed notes for friends who failed 
to protect him. His first employment was as a grocery clerk, 
but he later took up the study of law in the office of Robinson 
and Brooks, of Detroit. 

When the Civil war broke out he was the first man at Battle 
Creek to volunteer. He failed to pass muster, however, on 
account of lameness which resulted from a childhood injury. 
He was anxious to join his friends at the front, however, and 
on two later occasions attempted to pass the examination, but 
was each time disqualified by reason of his infirmity. 

Finally he familiarized himself with the duties of the Quar- 
ter Master's department, and receiving an appointment as Quar- 
termaster's clerk, was ordered to Chattanooga where he witnessed 
the Battle of Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge. He 
then accompanied the army South and to the coast and was 
present at the surrender of Gen. Johnston. He was promoted 
twice for knowing his business and not being afraid of army 
officers who did not know theirs. He was dubbed Colonel for 
calling down a staff officer who exceeded his authority and was 
making a short cut of routine. After the war he tried merchan- 
dising in Iowa for a while, but returned to Deirolt, Mich., and 
resumed his law studies, being admitted to the bar in 1868. In 
January, 1869, he moved to Jacksonville, where he has since 
made his home. 

He first engaged in the real estate business, and with suc- 
cess too, but at that time writing insurance was not an exclusive 
business, professional men in other lines engaging in the work. 
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He became interested in insurance in this way and as the business 
increased rapidly and became more and more important, yielding 
large returns, he gave more of his time and attention to it until 
he awoke to the realization that he had given up he law and 
real estate business and was very largely engaged in the insurance 
txisiness. He has continued at the work througn all these years, 
and is one of the most prominent insurance men not only in 
Jacksonville, but in the State. He is general agent for several 
of the leading fire insurance companies, and not only has a large 
income, but has accumulated a substantial fortune. 

He has been an active member of the Board of Trade since 
its organization and is one of the influential factors that has 
helped to make Jacksonville great and prosperous. He is prom- 
inent in the city's social life, being a member of the Seminole 
Qub, the Florida Yacht Club, and of the Capital City Club, of 
Atlanta, Ga. He is a member of the patriotic society of the 
sons of the American Revolution. In Masonry, he holds high 
rank, having taken the thirty-secon 1 degree. He is past master of 
his lodge, Past High Priest of his Chapter, and Past Eminent 
Commander of his Commandery. He is also a member of the 
Shrine. He has made a special study of Masonic jurisprudence 
and is authority on all matters pertaining to the order. As to his 
politics, he says: **If I lived North, I would be a republican. In 
Florida I stand with the whites.'' He does not hold to a strict 
regard of party policies. He is opposed to prohibition. He advo- 
cates a more flexible currency with protection for the masses 
that will prevent money manipulation and has written a book on 
"money" that is a valuable contribution to financial literature. 
"Let us be true to ourselves as Americans" he says, stand solid for 
right and justice, and not be led by party. Put down strikes and 
permit every man to work, without being clubbed by "union" 
men. His own motto is and has always been, "Do right, speak 
the truth, and deal squarely. Never indulge in anger or wrong 
and face the music like a man." His advice to those who would 
succeed is to "be honest with yourself and with your fellow man. 
Contract no obligation that cannot be fulfilled promptly." 
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Mr. Norton was married first on Nov. 2, 1869 to Josephine 
Louisa Packer, a daughter of Edward and Philena (Palmer) 
Packer, of Battle Creek, Mich. They had two children, both of 
whom are now living, viz: Mrs. Blanch I. Baya and Mrs. Ruth 
A. Christie. June 8, 1892, Mr. Norton was married to Maud 
DeLong, a daughter of Artemus Ward and Helen M. DeLong, of 
Chicago, and they had one daughter, Jeanne Helen Norton, who 
died in 1901. 

Mr. Norton is an active member of the Episcopal Church, 
and has been one of the strong men in the building of the splen- 
did St. John's Church in Jacksonville. 
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One of Tampa's leading and most prominent young barris- 
ters is Hilton Screven Hampton, an attorney at law who has 
made a notable success in the practice of his profession and is 
one of the most sought after members of the bar of that city, 
which is noted for its able lawyers. Mr. Hampton is of old 
Virginia stock and closely related to the Hamptons of South 
Carolina, whose history has been to a large extent the history of 
the Palmetto State for more than half a century. He is a son of 
Thos. F. and Macy E. (Oliver) Hampton, and was born at 
Bainbridge, Ga., Feb. 7, 1872. Anthony Hampton, who married 
a Miss Preston, of Virginia, was the original of the Hampton 
stock in this country, and from him were descended Wade 
Hampton, the first, Wade Hampton, the second, and the beloved 
Wade Hampton of Confederate fame. Thos. F. Hampton, who 
made his home in Georgia, was also a direct descendent of An- 
thony Hampton. His older sons, E. M. and W. W. Hampton 
removed to Gainesville, Fla., in 1875 and 1876 respectively, and 
it was there that Hilton Screven Hampton received his primary 
education in the East Florida Seminary. His older brother, 
Edwin Marcy Hampton was editor of the Gainesville Times 
until his death in 1887. 

So well had Hilton Screven Hampton been prepared for a 
college career that when he entered Washington and Lee Uni- 
versity at Lexington, Va., in 1899, he took the junior and senior 
courses both at the same session, and was graduated in 1900 
with high honors, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Laws. 
Removing to Tampa, he entered upon the practice of his pro- 
fession with gratifying success. For two years he was the law 
partner of John P. Wall. From 1902 until 1906 he practiced by 
himself, but in the latter year formed a partnership with Robt. 
W. Davis, which continued two years. 
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Mr, Hampton was married in 1904 to Susanne Taylor, a 
daughter of Rev, George and Elizabeth (Floumoy) Taylor. He 
is a Democrat and a member of the Episcopal churcli. He takes 
an active interest in public affairs and is one of the inRucntial 
members of the Tampa Chamber of Commerce. He is a strong 
believer in fraternal organizations, and the Knights of Pythias^ 
Odd Fellows and Masons have no more enthusiastic and devo- 
ted member than Mr. Hampton. He has derived a competence 
from the practice of his profession and has investments m nu* 
mcrous industrial enterprises. Among other institutions he h 
officially connected with the American National Bank, the Gult 
fertilizer Company and the Crenshaw Bros. Seed Company, ss 
rector* 

Mr. Hampton has always been a close student and vvliile 

has largely devoted his time to works connected with his 

■ofessiont he is a lover of general literature, as well as a reader 

etassics and standard works generally* 

He is broad minded, progressive, enterprising and devoted 

to \m profession, an able man, and one of those who have 

Jielf>rd In m.ike Florida more prosperous and her people more 

contented and happy. 
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The Hampton family is of English origin. The name is 
associated with the first English settlements in America in con- 
nection with Hampton Roads. The progenitors of the family 
in America first settled in Virginia early in the history of that 
colony, and their descendants gradually spread out to the South- 
ward. In South Carolina the family has long been one of 
distinction. Gen. Wade Hampton, of Confederate fame, being 
one of its most illustrious representatives. The name is also a 
familiar one in Georgia. It was in Bainbridge in the latter 
State that Benjamin Franklin Hampton, the subject of our 
sketch was bom, March 11, 1864-. His parents were Thomas 
Franklin and Macy Eliza (Oliver) Hampton. His father was 
a merchant, and at one time clerk of the Superior Court of De- 
catur county, Ga. Later in life he removed to Tampa and en- 
gaged in the real estate business. On the maternal side Mr. 
Hampton is connected with some of the best families of North 
Carolina, among whom may be mentioned Chief Justice Bynum 
of that State. 

Coming of school age during the reconstruction period when 
Mrhool facilities in the South were poor and at a time when it 
was necessary for even the small boys to earn something, our 
subject left the school room at eleven, and at twelve went into 
the newspaper office of his older brother, E. M. Hampton, at 
Gainesville, Fla. It was here that he was grounded in the rudi- 
ments of the practical self-taught education which has been the 
foundation of a remarkable career. Later he was employed as 
clerk in a store, and then as a clerk in the United States land 
office in Gainesville. Here he gained a practical knowledge of 
the public land business of Florida and from the great bodies of 
wild unclaimed lands still held by the government saw the great 
de^-elopment that might be accomplished along this line. So. after 
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one year's service as clerk in the land office, he resigned to en- 
gage in the practice of land and mining law, which he continues 
up to the present time. He is also engaged in the real estate 
business in Gainesville. For seventeen years he has been the 
most prominent land and mining lawyer in Florida and has a 
clientelle which extends to every comer of the State. In 1893 
on account of his thorough knowledge of Florida lands and 
prominence as an attorney of this specialty, he was appointed 
State selecting agent of school lands for the State, which posi- 
tion he still holds. 

The knowledge of Florida lands and titles gained whik in 
the land office and afterwards by study in the practice of Ws 
profession has enabled him to render most valuable and timd; 
service to the State. It has also brought him substantial reward 
and the State-wide recognition of his distinguished ability. 

During the second administration of President Cleveland, 
unaided, and without hope of reward, he induced Hon. Hilary 
A. Herbert, then Secretary of the Navy, to restore to the public 
domain and open for settlement and entry under the homestead 
laws 60,000 acres of naval reserve lands in Florida. ThcK 
lands were immediately taken up by settlers, in need of homes, and 
proved to be some of the best farm lands in the State. Later 
when the great storm of Sept. 28, 1896 devastated their homes 
Mr. Hampton drafted a bill which was intro<luccd by Senator 
Mallory and passed by Congress for the relief of the home- 
steaders. 

Mr. Hampton was also instrumental in restoring to the 
State 40,000 acres of indemnity school lands, in the private land 
claim against the United States government, known as the Forbes 
Purchase, after the claim had been denied by the Secretary of 
the Interior, given up by the lawyers in charge and abandoned 
by the State, and for which, according to contract, he received 
a fee of 8,000 acres of land. The claim was prosecuted at his 
own expense. It was almost entirely through his efforts that 
Gainesville received her first appropriation for a Federal build- 
ing, and he, with J. M. Graham, gave the lot on which the 
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boildiiig is to be erected, the lot being a part of the famous ''Oak 
Hall" property. 

Mr. Hampton is one of the largest property holders in 
Gainesville, and is one of that city's most thorough going and 
public spirited citizens. He is always ready to give his time 
and money to any enterprise that looks to the progress and de- 
fdopment of the community. As Secretary of the Gainesville 
Board of Trade he has inaugurated many enterprises which have 
been a credit to his ability and of permanent worth to the city. 

While a resident of Jacksonville he was one of four leaders 
who gained the victory for Gainesville in the great University 
contest with Lake City, in which there was a heavy draft upon 
both his time and means. 

Outside of his profession Mr. Hampton is a student of 
popular literature and gathers his inspiration from the perusal 
of such classics as Addison and Steel's Spectator, and Shakes- 
peare. He is also a polished and forceful writer and contributes 
occasionally timely articles to Jacksonville and Gainesville pa- 
pers. 

He is a prominent Elk and a member of the Episcopal 
diurch. Mr. Hampton is a democrat, well informed on the 
politics and affairs of the country. He believes that the most 
important questions confronting the American people today are 
the revision of the tariff and the readjustment of freight rates 
so that they may be put on an equitable basis, and no section will ' 
be the victim of discrimination. 

He was married April 6, 1900 to Harriett Whidden, daugh- 
ter of Bouretta and Eli B. Whidden. They have had three 
diildren, two of whom, Mary and William Franklin Hampton, 
are now living. 

7 



Colonists in Virginia, generals in the war of the Revolution, 
the war of 1812 and the war between the States, planters in 
times of peace, and statesmen as occasion required, always in- 
fluential in civic and military affairs, the Hampton family has 
for over a century and a half been a powertui factor in the 
unbuilding of a nation and the name is inseparably linked wfth 
American history. Prominent in every phase of life and Iciders 
always, the family has given to the bar of Florida an esteemed 
member who has met with eminent success in the practice of tts 
profession. William Wade Hampton is a native of Georgia, tat 
removing to Florida began the practice of law at Gainesville, and 
for over thirty years has made that city his home. Mr. Hampton 
is a descendent of Anthony Hampton, one of the earliest settlers 
of Virginia in pioneer days. The family has helped make his- 
tory from the time of their landing on the American shores, and 
the **Wade Hamptons" have been especially and notably prom- 
inent. Wade Hampton, the first, was a colonel in the Revolu- 
tionary war and foui3:ht with Marion and Sumter, rising because 
of Iiis (listiiii^uishcd record to the rank oi r>rii^ailier-GeneraI. He 
served in one of the earliest Cone^resses and was presidential 
elector in 1801, after which he a^ain served in Congress. His 
son, Wade Hami)ton, the second, who was l)orn on a plantation, 
definitely located in history as "near the MississipjM river" be- 
came Lieut, of Dragoons and was acting Insi)ector General and 
aide to Gen. Jackson, in the war of 1812. After the termination 
of hostilities he returned to South Carolina, where he succeeded 
in recovering the family estates and made many improvements 
on their historic plantation home. 

Two of his sisters, it may be stated, married Jno. S. Preston 
and (k)v. Richard Maury, respectively. Wade Hampton, the 
third, was born on the old family estate, of a mother whose 
ancestry can be traced back over five hundred years to one of 
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the first primates of Ireland. He was given a splendid educa- 
tion, graduating as a lawyer, but never practicing the profes- 
sion, because his tastes were for the plantation and his younger 
manhood was largely devoted to looking after those interests. 
He was elected to the Legislature of his State, but just at this 
time was fired the shot heard round the world, and he enlisted 
as a private soldier. Subsequently he organized the famous 
"Hampton Legion" which he commanded with distinction 
throughout the war. At Bull Run six hundred of his men held 
Warrenton Road against the whole of Col. Keyes corps. For his 
gallant services at Seven Pines he was raised to the rank of 
Brigadier-General of cavalry. In twenty-three days around Lynch- 
Iwrg he captured over three thousand prisoners, and much ammu- 
wiion, with a loss of only seven hundred men. One of his sons 
^^ killed in battle. After the war closed he retired to his 
Potation and here lived during the period of reconstruction, 
fearful and long extended in South Carolina, where affairs con- 
^wd in a more or less demoralized condition until Wade Hamp- 
^«i was elected governor in 1876, at the most critical period in 
*c history of the State. He was re-elected in 1878, but did 
^ ^rve out his second term because of his further elevation 
to the United States Senate, where he rendered distinguished 
^f^'ices for two terms until 1890. In 1893 President Cleveland 
W'lnted him one of the commissioners on Pacific railroads, and 
"^ neld this position until displaced by President McKinley. 

^Villiam Wade Hampton is also closely related to Abner 

^^^ichael. of Xorth Carolina, and to Chief Justice Bynum, 

^t the Xorth Carolina Supreme Court. His immediate ances- 

tw> Were among the early settlers of Georgia. He is a son of 

Ihoiiias PVanklin and .Macy h^liza Hampton, and was born in 

^Rherty county. Ga., Jan. 22, 1856. His father was a mer- 

^t and served for a time as Cerk of the Superior Court of 

^tur county, Ga., who after his removal to Florida in 1879, 

^^ed in the real estate business at Tampa. William Wade 

'fampton received his education in the private schools of ]>ain- 

'frufec, (Ja. He studied law in the office of Hon. Jno. K. Don- 
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alson, of Bainbridge, Ga., and was admitted to the bar at Camilla, 
Ga., May 23, 1876, and removed to Gainesville, Fla., in June 
of the same year, and with his older brother Edwin M. Hamp- 
ton he engaged in the practice of law and was associate editor 
of the Gainesville Times, the first Democratic daily newspaper 
published in Alachua county after the war. 

William Wade Hampton, by devoting his time and atten- 
tion to land titles, has had remarkable success in land litigation 
in which he has been retained in many of the biggest cases in 
the State, and which specialty has constituted a large part of 
his practice. Many of the land titles extend back through Span- 
ish grants and his thorough knowledge and extensive information 
has served him in good stead. His fee in the noted Fort Brooke 
case amounted to about $60,000 and in another important case 
last year he earned, and was cheerfully paid, a fee of $25,000. 
He does an extensive business in passing upon titles and there 
is rarely a large transfer of property where his advice and coun- 
sel is not sought in one way or another. 

Mr. Hampton was married Nov. 22, 1882 to Marry E. Jordan, 
daughter of F. W. and C. A. Jordan, of Tallassee, Ala., and they 
have had six children, of whom William Wade, Jr., Minna, Cath- 
erineM., Fred Jordan and Edwin Rirkett Hampton are living. 

Mr. Hampton is a Mason of high def^^ree and a Sir Knight, 
being past commander of the conimandery of Knights Templar 
at Gainesville. He is a Democrat in politics and has served his 
city as a member and secretary of the Board of Public Works, 
of Gainesville, as chairman of the school district trustees, and 
was at one time president of the Board of Trustees of the East 
Florida Seminary. He is a working member of the Episcopal 
church and takes great interest in its local and general affairs. 
He is a senior warden of his parish, and a member of the Stand- 
ing Committee of the Diocese of Forida, an J a member of the 
Board of Missions of the Diocese of Florida. For fifteen years 
he has been a member of the General Convention of the Episcopal 
Church in the United States, and for some years one of the 
Trustees of the University of the South, at Sewanee, Tenn. 
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A descendent of an old Welsh family that was among the 
early settlers of Massachusetts and furnished patriotic sons 
who helped to win American freedom in the war of the Revolu- 
tion and to again drive the British from American shores in the 
WIT of 1812; his youth and young manhood, when not in school, 
spent amid stirring scenes of activity, on the plains and in the 
Rodcy Mountains ; his maturer years devoted to farming, orange 
adture and mercantile pursuits, in which he has accumulated a 
fortune ; the founder of a city which is a perfect hive of grow- 
iog industry, a man noted for his generosity and enterprise, in- 
terested in and supporting every plan for public improvement, 
successful, honored and esteemed, George Nelson Benjamin, of 
West Tampa, has had an interesting and eventful career. 

The Benjamins came from Wales; two brothers, Henry 
Rawson Benjamin and George Nelson Benjamin, settling in 
Massachusetts early in the seventeenth century. They were 
active in Colonial affairs and during the war of the Revolution 
there were at least two of the family in the American army, one 
serving as a captain. They also fought in the war of 1812 and 
at the close of the latter war, George Nelson Benjamin, from 
whom the subject of this sketch is descended, located in "The 
Western Reserve" and his descendents settled in various states, 
throughout the South and West. There were several members 
of the family who became prominent in Missouri as extensive 
planters, and in other parts of the country they were influential 
financiers. 

George Nelson Benjamin, the subject of this sketch, was 
bom in Kendallville, Ind., Oct. 30, 1854. His father was Henry 
Rawson Benjamin, M. D., and his mother, Carolina Whitford 
Benjamin. 

Mr. Benjamin received a thorough education, but much of 
the first twenty years of his life was spent on the great plains 
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- the Rock" Mouiitains, He crossed the plains in a prairie 
chooncr with hi^ father who was attracted to the West and for 
cveral years was a ''freighter/* The rugged out-door Western 
ife and the determination with which apparently insurmoufi" 
able difficulties were overcome, the method of doing thitigs im- 1 
)ressed itself upon the growing youth and prepared him for 
icconiplishing results and winning the success that is his, Durtqf 
:he war between the States Mn Benjamin attended the Kelbfp* 
iTille Union Schocd, in Ohio. He later attenJed the Omtb 
High School, from which he was graduated, and after a m 
gears' course at the University of Michigan, was graduated is 
pharmacy. After residing in various portions of the West At 
family removed to Florida, in October 1875, and settled H 
Tampa, For a number of years he and his father conducted tte 
largest drug store in the city and made such a succes of it 
that Mr. Benjamin was enabled to invest in various enterpriscv 
He became interested in orange growing, farming and ship- 
ping. 

After the disastrous freeze of 1895 when the fruit growitigJ 
industry was crippled, Mr. Benjamin again engaged in thtj 
drug business, and although he still owns a number of large audi 
profitable orange groves and several good paying farms, he hal 
devoted the past dozen years to the promotion of the industrill 
and commercial interests of Tampa, He is the pioneer of We 
Tampa and one of the incorporators of that prosperous nianii*' 
facturing center, in the building up of which no man has dcmc 
more if any has done as much. He has been instrumental in 
the location of several large cigar factories in West Tampa, 
giving the sites on which to build them, and in all cases a cash 
bonus. He is one of a half dozen men who by their co-operation, 
built at personal expense of $13,000 a substantial bridge across 
the Hillsboro river connecting West Tampa with Tampa. His 
generosity and liberality are proverbial and no public enterprise 
has ever failed for lack of his support. He was president of the 
West Tampa City Council in 1896 and '97, and from 1898 
through 1900 was mayor of the city. In 1901 he was chosen 
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one of the pilot commissippers for Tampa 'Harbor and his 
present term in that office will not expire until 1911. 

Mr. Benjamin has numerous investments of a commercial 
and industrial nature and along with a high degree of mentality 
hu unlimited energy and enterprise. He is treasurer of the 
West Tampa Land and Improvement Company, a director in 
die West Tampa Bank, in the American Life Insurance Com- 
pany, in the Tampa Tile and Paving Company, and in the 
Stempel Tile and Pile Company. He is also interested in a 
number of smaller industries and is one of the most influential 
factors in the Tampa Board of Trade, in which organization he 
is a member of the Board of Governors. 

Mr. Benjamin is a Democrat, but has never held any political 
office unless those connected with the government of West 
Tampa may be said to be political. He was married June 2, 
1878 to Lettie C. Collins, a daughter of Philip and Ann Collins, 
of Tampa, and they have five children, viz : Hal C, Herbert R., 
George N. Jr., Frank H. and Jerry S. Benjamin. 

Mr. Benjamin belongs to but one secret order, that of the 
Masons, in which he has taken high rank. He has been Worthy 
Master of his lodge, Hillsboro, No. 25 ; Eminent Commander of 
Ivanhoe Commandery, No. 8 of the Knights Templar. He has 
taken the thirty-second degree including all the Scottish rite 
d^ees in the supreme jurisdiction and is a member of Morocco 
Temple No. 315 of the Mystic Shrine. 

Mr. Benjamin declares that he belongs to the church that 
takes in all the human family. In early life he was a great reader 
of medicine and history and in later years has read all obtainable 
literature on the diflFerent phases of biology and phsychic re- 
search. He is an advocate of the initiative and referendum for 
the decision of all important subjects of State and favors the 
election of United States Senators by a direct vote of the people. 
He believes there is immediate need of national legislation on 
the financial and tariff questions, of a nature that will be in the 
interests of the people at large, accompanied by the repeal of 
standing statutes that are in the interests of the few. If possi- 
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bk to accomplish it by l^[islatioii there should be enacted and 
enforced such laws as will preclude the possibility of money 
congestion in the great financial centers, the ruin of all nations. 
He believes in reclaiming and holding all lands for the people, 
and in striving for the immigration to Florida of Americans, 
letting the undesirable citizens find location els' wher^. 

There are two kinds of men who make money. Those who 
make money only, and those who make money and make good as 
citizens. The first class is worth but little to the countr>'. The 
second class has a value which cannot be measured. From the 
days of Stephen Girard to the present, these successful business 
men, who are also successful citizens, have been mighty contrib- 
utors to the making of this nation. One of this better class of 
money-makers, and within his sphere of action, George Nelson 
Benjamin, has been as useful as the conditions permitted. No 
higher praise can be given to any man. 
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It is no mere coincidence when each one of four brothers 
makes a success in life, accumulates a fortune, winning high 
station in the ranks of men, and ingratiates himself into the hearts 
of the people among whom he lives. If such successes are due 
to anything but native intellect, energy and right living, they are 
due to good breeding and the moral influences of a home wherein 
a noble father and kindly mother train their sons in habits of 
industry, frugality, charity and love of humanity. Eugene Ed- 
gar West is one of four brothers who were reared in every com- 
fort on a big ante-bellum plantation, which was devastated, as 
their father's fortune was engulfed, in the troublous times of the 
Civil War. They faced life dependent upon their own resources, 
and no capital, except health, strength and energy, and fortune 
has been won by all. The love and loyalty of one for another has 
been notable and touching. Whether mutually interested in busi- 
ness or not, their interests have always been in common, and 
one has been ready to help another even before necessary. They 
have gone further and by advice and counsel and a helping hand 
in a material way given many worthy men a lift that ofttimes 
proved the divide between failure and success. Eugene Edgar 
West has passed the greater part of his active liie in Florida, and 
has contributed in no small way to the development of her manu- 
facturing enterprises, and by his enterprise and judicious invest- 
ment has helped along the upbuilding of Jacksonville and of the 
State in every line. He is a generous contributor to all worthy 
causes, and a citizen whose value to the community is beyond all 
computation. 

Mr. West is of Scotch and English descent, and his ances- 
tors were pioneer settlers in North Carolina, where they parti- 
cipated in the Indian and Colonial wars, and a number of them 
fought for American liberty in the War of the Revolution. He 
had numerous relatives in the Confederate service and his oldest 
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brother was killed while in the line of duty near Richmond, Va. 
His father, James West, was a type of the ante-bellum planter 
and Southern gentleman. Bom in North Carolina in 1811, he 
removed to Georgia in 1830, and married a native GeorgiaSf 
Mary Ann Hunter. He was a progressive, enterprising man, and 
amassed a fortune, which was swept away by the Civil War. 
He was hospitable and charitable, and noted for his kindness to 
and consideration of his slaves. 

While he had lacked certain advantages of education, b^ 
was a man of fine mind, of large influence in politics, as well ^ 
in private life. He was a member of the State Senate which wa* 
elected in 1857, and was the author and champion of the bill cre- 
ating the county of Brooks out of portions of Lowndes zn^ 
Thomas counties. During the Civil War he was a member of 
the State Militia. In 1863 he removed from the county of Brooks 
to Madison county, and there passed his declining years on th« 
farm. His eldest surviving son. W. S. West, is one of the most 
prominent lawyers and Democratic leaders in Georgia, who has 
served in the Georgia Legislature almost continuously since 1892. 
He championed the uniform text-book law for ten years before it 
was enacted. He also championed bills to erect a new passenger 
station for the Western & Atlantic Railroad in Atlanta and to 
provide for the next leasing: of that road at $60,(XX) ix*r nuMith. 
He was of material assistance in passing: the bill establishing the 
Agricultural, Industrial and Normal Collej::e in South Georgia, 
and at the sessions of 1905 and l^XV) made an enviable reputation 
as president of the State Senate. 

Another son. Abrani Hunter West, of Jacksonville, has large 
interests in plantations, lumber, manufacturing industries and en- 
terprises of varied character and is a man of fine fortune. John 
W. West, still another son, is also largely interested in various 
industries and commercial enterprises and has been conspicuously 
successful. 

Eugene E. West, the youngest of this remarkably successful 
family, was born in Brooks county, Ga., July 1, 1857, and his 
only education was received in the private schools of Madison 
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ind Brooks counties, but he had the far greater advantage of an 
vimsually pure and lofty home training. The example of in- 
dttstiy and integrity, gentleness and affection was ever before 
lil|,«nd these were instilled into his heart and mind at an early 
miL His father's fortune having disappeared as a result of the 
•ir, he faced life without capital other than that which nature 
fcd endowed him, a strong constitution, but he was full of energy 
*>d ambition, and of active energetic mind and sound judgment. 
"c was at first associated with his brothers in a business way, 
'•'t securing a start in life, he branched out independently in tur- 
pentine and lumber manufacturing, and by wise investments and 
untiring industry and attention to business has built up an im- 
"^^se fortune, and is one of the most prosperous men in North- 
^^ Florida. He is President of the Ellaville, West Lake and 
Innings Railroad, and is engaged in the lumber and turpentine 
business under the name of E. E. West. He is the individual 
owner of several office buildings, as well as other valuable real 
estate in Jacksonville. He is a stockholder in the Commercial 
Bank of Jacksonville. He is genial and sociable and a popular 
member of the Elks Club, the Seminole Club and the Osceola 
Qub. He is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, the Travelers Protective Association, the Concatenated Or- 
der of Hoo-Hoos, the social organization of the lumbermen. He 
is an active Democrat, but interested in politics solely for the 
purpose of helping to elect the best men to office and serving his 
friends. 

Mr. West was married February 28, 1889, to Louise Francis 
Brady, a daughter of John W. and Louisa A. (Lourcey) Brady, 
of St. Augustine. They have had five children, of whom three 
are now living, as follows : E. E. West, Jr., Joseph Hunter West 
and Lois Evelyn West. 



One of the best known and most popular men of public lii 
m Florida today is the subject of this article, James Evans Alex 
ander, of DeLand. He was bom December 17th, 1860, in Tip 
ton County, near Covington, Tennessee. 

His ancestors were the Alexanders, who were prominenti) 
connected with the early history of North Carolina, and tbgr 
were among the early settlers of Mecklenburgh County, wd 
Charlotte of that State. Mr. Alexander's father, James Rinkii 
Alexander, was a successful planter and merchant, who lived 
in Mississippi and Tennessee, during the Civil War, he was 
Captain of the Seventh Tennessee Cavalry under General N. B. 
Forrest, and surrendered with that great Cavalry Leader at th 
close of the Civil War. His father married Miss Frances S 
Sanford, of Tennessee,' a lady of many gifts and g^ces, wb 
still survives, though Captain Alexander died in 1872. Mi 
Alexander was educated by Professor James Byars, of Coving 
ton, of the Tipton Male High School. 

At the age of eighteen years he was teaching school in Ha> 
County Texas and read law at night, going to Western Texa 
for the benefit of his widowed mother's health. After spendin 
one year in Texas he returned to his home in Covington, Ten 
nessee, and entered the Law Office of Sanford & Camming: 
one of the leading Law firms of the State. Colonel Sanford be 
ing his uncle. After spending one year with said Law Firm h 
entered the Law Department of Cumberland University at Let 
anon, Tennessee, and was graduated from that institution i 
June, 1882. On his return home he was unanimously non 
inatcd by acclamation for floterial representative from the Cinir 
ties of Haywood and Tipton. He was defeated by his Rcpul; 
lican opponent owing to a large Negro vote in Haywood Cour 
ty, although leading the DemcKratic ticket in l)oth counties. H 
was a strong supporter of General William I>. r»ate for (lovernc 
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and Isham G. Harris, for U. S. Senator ; was assistant clerk for 
the Tennessee Legislature in 1883. On the adjournment of the 
Legislature in April he came to Florida and joined his mother, 
a younger brother and two small sisters at Gainesville, the ill 
health of his mother causing him to locate in Florida and set- 
tle at Enterprise, Volusia County, where he was twice Mayor and 
Postmaster under President Cleveland's Administration, and was 
soon promoted to Post Office Inspector, which he resigned in 1889 
and resumed the practice of Law at DeLand. He was soon 
aq>pointed by Senator Wilkinson Call as private Secretary and re- 
mained with the Senator until his retirement in March, 1897. In 
1892 he was elected to the Lower House of the Florida Legis- 
lature and was again elected in 1908. In the same primary 
and on the same ballot he was elected delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention at Denver, Colorado, as a Bryan Democrat, 
being an original Bryan man, a supporter of the great common- 
er, first, last and all the time. 

As a Legislator, he opposes child labor, favors a wider and 
better education, eight-hour working day, woman's suffrage, good 
roads and a forest commission. He is also a supporter of the 
proposition to submit the prohibition of the liquor traffic to a 
vote of the people and to give the largest powers possible to the 
State Railroad Commission, and is a firm believer in the primary 
system for nomination of candidates for public office. 

DeLand, the home of Mr. Alexander, is the seat of Stetson 
University, and the citizens of that prosperous little city are 
among. the most cultured to be found anywhere. That Mr. Alex- 
ander should have been able to build up a large law practice in 
such a community and to earn the general esteem of such peo- 
ple is all the evidence needed to establish both his personal char- 
acter and his ability. 

In his religious views he is a Presbyterian, and his social 
temperament has led him into membership with several of the 
fraternal and beneficial orders, among which may be mentioned 
the Elks, of which he is a life member in St. Auprustine Lodge, 
No. 829. the Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows, Red Men. Wood- 
iren of the World, and the Patriotic Order of the Sons of 
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The measure of a man is in the way he meets life's duties. The 
truest and the noblest men are not necessarily those most con- 
stantly in the lime light. More often the hves of the purest 
patriots and of those who confer the greatest good and exert 
the best influences upon the community are unheralded by the 
blare of trumpets nor given even the recognition which their ser- 
vices merit. Even in these days when men's deeds are exploited 
in the daily press there are modest retiring men whose devotion 
to duty and services to their fellow men make the memory of 
their lives seem like a benediction who never receive public en- 
comium. But they have the consciousness of duty well done. 
Their family and their friends know and accord them the honors 
earned while sooner or later the general public comes to appre- 
ciate them for their true worth. 

One of the purest patriots who ever resided within the bor- 
ders of Florida, a man who rendered long, ardent, continuous 
and conspicuous service to the Confederate cau>e, who later in 
life succeeded in havinj^ covered into the state treasury a million 
dollars, collected tlirou.irli his elTc^rts, and for which service 
neither he nor his family were ever recompensed, was William 
Kelly l^eard, soldier and planter, late of Tallahassee. 

He was descended from a family of pioneer settlers in 
North Carolina. His father held hi^h office in both his native 
and adopted state, rendering durini^ his lon<^ and honorable ca- 
reer conspicuous public services to Morida, and while he led the 
quiet life of a planter, he t(K) made a record of notable service 
and transmitted to his son energies and abilities which served to 
make him one of the leading lawyers and most distinguished 
public men in the state. Xo life could be more successful be- 
cause none could encompass greater good. 

Tradition in Salisbury, X. C, is to the effect that John 
Lewis I5eard was the first settler of that place, he having made 
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his home there about 1735 or 1740. One of his sons, Lewis 
Beard, married Susanna Dunn, also of Salisbury, and John Beard 
was the only son of this union. Both the Beard and Dunn fam- 
ilies were prominent in the early history of this section and **Rum- 
ple*s History of Rowan County, N. C," gives many interesting 
facts concerning both families. 

John Beard was born in Salisbury, N. C, June 14, 1797, and 
a year after his graduation from Yale, in class 1817, was elected 
to the State Legislature. In 1826 he was elected, without oppo- 
sition, to the State Senate, but declined re-election. He was a 
Federalist and opposed to the doctrine of the state's right to re- 
sist an act of Congress. In 1832 when the public mind was ex- 
cited over South Carolina's action and the threatened course of 
Congress in regard to nullification, he was selected with two 
others to address the people in opposition to the doctrine. In 
preparation for this speech he made an earnest study of United 
States Constitutional history with debates and comments and 
as a result his views changed and he became and remained during 
life an uncompromising state's rights Democrat. He made im- 
mediate announcement of the fact and was subjected to much 
criticism, but in 1833 was again elected to the state senate after 
an exciting contest by a handsome majority. He was returned 
to the senate before his removal to St. Augustine, Fla., in 1838. 
Here he served as clerk of the United States court and as United 
States marshall and when Florida was admitted to the union 
was elected register of public lands which caused his removal 
to Tallahassee, where he resided during the remainder of his 
life. 

He resigned from office in 1850 to make the race for Con- 
gress as the Democratic candidate, but was defeated because he 
opposed the compromise measures under which California was 
admitted to the union, urging that if the people submitted to this 
it would not be long before they would have to submit to free 
negro equality. He was then elected comptroller of the sta^e, 
which office he resigned in 1^54 to accept the agency of the 
Apalachicola Land Company. He was representative from Leon 
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County in the secession convention of 1861, and during the war 
contributed his every effort to the success of the Southern Cause; 
He was again made state comptroller in 1866 and made histocy 
by refusing to audit claims for increased pay which the legisla- 
ture passed over Gov. Walker's veto, thus nullifying an uncon- 
stitutional act and saving much money to the state. A notaUe 
event in his first adminisration was his forcible denunciatioa of 
an inequitable tax system, which was replaced a year or so later 
by the adoption of the ad valorem system of taxation, of which 
system he was the author. 

Bom of such a father, William Kelly Beard was natanOy 
a man of strong convictions and great force of character. He was 
bom in Salisbury, N. C, Sept. 12, 1830, his parents being ]6bi 
and Anna Maria Kelly Beard. He was barely eight years old wlm 
his father removed to Florida and here he was reared and edn- 
cated and chose the quiet life of a planter. When the war broke 
out he was one of the first to volunteer, and from the opening 
of hostilities to the final surrender there was no more devoted 
and faithful soldier of the cause. He was commissioned in April, 
1861, Lieutenant Colonel of the First Florida regiment of vol- 
unteers. Later he was appointed Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral of the army of Tennessee on the staff of General Braxton 
Bragg. He was in every battle foup^ht by the army of Tennes- 
see, including Shiloh, Perryville, Murf reesboro, Chickamauga and 
Missionary Ridge. In his official reports, General Bragg fre- 
quently mentioned him by name for gallantry and efficiency on 
the fields of battle. In one of these reports the fact is mentioned 
that though wounded at Shiloh he refused to accept a furlough 
and continued actively in service, only laying down his arms at 
the time of final surrender in April 1865. 

He returned to his plantation in Leon County, where he spent 
the greater part of his life. He was widely known, however, 
and a man of much influence. He was a staunch Democrat both 
by reason of environment, training and conviction. At the time 
of his death he was associated with S. I. Wailes of Washington, 
D. C, in prosecuting the claims of Florida against the United 
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States for money expended in suppressing Indian hostilities in 
the state from 1846 to 1857. Through his efforts a statement of 
the account was finally secured from the Federal government 
about one month before his death, which was approved and fi- 
nally paid. Congress, however, did not act till 1902. when an ap- 
propriation was made and over a million dollars paid to the state 
as a result of his conscientious and able services, and upon the 
statement obtained by him. Under the terms of the contract 
with the state he and his associates were to receive fifteen per 
cent of the amount recovered. Notwithstanding the fact that 
l^islature after legislature had recognized and approved this 
contract, when the money was covered into the treasury, the 
succeeding legislature (1903) repudiated the contract and appro- 
priated only $25,000 as compensation. Colonel Beard's estate 
and Mr. Wailes both refused to accept this settlement and the 
money still remains in the state treasury. 

Colonel Beard was a member of the Episcopal church. He 
was married to Letitia Gamble Shepard, a daughter of John 
Swan and Catherine Breckenridge Gamble Shepard. They had 
four children as follows: John Shepard Beard of Pcnsacola,. 
Catherine Shepard, now Mrs. M. C. Roach of Yonkers, N. Y., 
William Kelly Beard of Germantown, Pa., and Letitia Waties, 
now Mrs. J. E. Earnshaw of Germantown, Pa. 

After a life of patriotic devotion to duty and great use- 
fulness, he died at Tallahassee in August 1882 and was buried 
beside his father, where three generations of the family are now 
at rest. 

s 



A builder of railroads and a prime factor in the promotion of 
industrial and financial enterprises, a substantial business man of 
sturdy integrity. Jefferson D. Smith, is one of the men who have 
been in the forefront of the movement by means of which 
Florida's natural and material resources have been developed, 
her wealth and population increased and her people made pros- 
perous and happy. His ancestors were of old \'irginia stock, and 
among the pioneers in Georgia, the family being inseparably linked 
with the early history of Methodism in both Georgia and Fbrida. 
His grandparents on both sides were among the first settlers in 
and around Atlanta, Ga., and his grandfather, John Smith, wis a 
man of wide influence throughout the settlement among both 
whites and Indians, and was noted for his bravery and success 
in dealing with the troublesome red man, on numerous occasions 
rescuing captive whites in the hands of the Indians. His uncle, 
P. V. Smith, was among the first to introduce Methodism in 
Florida, and established many of the earliest churches in the 
State. 

I lis LiiluT, MiltMii C*. Smith, was a successful, consecrated 
Mt'tlindi^t preacher, who |)r()sccute(l his Master's work through- 
out ( ieori^ia and Florida for many years. He married Martha J. 
Thames, whose family were also pioneers, and they left Atlanta 
and settled in Thomasville. (la., in 1832. Here Jefferson D. 
Smith was horn May 10, 1861. He attended the IHetcher Insti- 
tute in Thomasville for several years, and later entered the Dis- 
trict High School at Dawson. Ga. He did not graduate, how- 
ever, for the reason that his health became impaired to such an 
extent that it would not permit of the coutlnement to the sclux^l 
room. 

Cowing to the necessity of havini^- outdoor emplo\-mcnt. Mr. 
Smith secured the contract for huildiiij;^ a portion of the Pcnsa- 
cola and Atlantic Railnvid. a division of the L. & X. R. R.. which 
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he successfully carried out, and having regained his health in 
the fall of 1881, he began business of a general merchandising 
character in Marianna, dealing largely in furniture, wagons, car- 
riages and hardware. This business he continued with success, 
though he has by no means confined himself to it, having branched 
out and largely invested in and promoted various interests and in- 
dustries, and also conducting business in the same lines in Doth- 
an, Ala., and Thomasville, Ga. lie has been a large investor in 
lands in West Florida. 

In 1904 he organized the Citizens' State Bank of Marianna, 
with $30,000 capital stock, and has been president of the institu- 
tion since its organization. While he has always been active in 
politics, it has been for the good of the people and not for any 
personal benefit, having never run for any office of profit. He 
has served his people as alderman for eight years, and was chair- 
man of the prohibition campaign committee. He has been presi- 
dent of the Marianna Board of Trade since its organization, and 
is one of the Board of Trustees for Jackson county. 

Mr. Smith is an ardent Methodist, and is chairman of the 
Board of Stewards for his church, and a district steward. He 
is also a member of the Executive Committee of the Southern 
Cotton Association, and has frequently contributed articles to the 
press, including his home papers, the Pensacola Journal, the North 
and South, and the Cotton Journal. 

Mr. Smith was married May 25, 1885, to Elizabeth Lee 
Ilentz. a daughter of Dr. Thaddeus W. and Hattie E. Hentz. 
Mrs. Smith numbers among her ancestors several well known 
authors, including her grandmother, Caroline Lee Hentz, who is 
buried at Marianna, Fla., and who, during her life-time, charmed 
thousand^i of readers and attained not a few literary imitators. 
Among the most noted of her productions the following are 
worthy of special mention: "Linda, or the Young Pilot of the 
Belle Creole'' : 'The Planter's Northern Bride" : ''Marcus War- 
land, or the Long Moss Spring" (the scene of this story is lai*l in 
Jackson county, Fla.): "Helen and Arthur, or Miss Thusas' 
Spinning Wheel" : '*Koline. or the Magnolia Vale," and "Ernest 
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Linwood." Mr. and Mrs. Smith have four chiMren, as foDows: 
Hattie £. Smith, M. Janie Smith, Milton Clarke Smith, and T. 
Hentz Smith. 

Mr. Smith has always been conservative, though progressive 
in business, and doubtless owes much of his success to the fact 
that he always preferred to do a moderate business on a sound 
basis, rather than become financially involved. He, from the be- 
ginning, never allowed an account to stand, meeting all pay- 
ments promptly. He takes commendable pride in the fact that 
he has not signed a note in over twenty years, but on the contrary 
has discounted every bill at the time he purchased goods. By 
pursuing these methods he sees no reason for failure in any 
business where economy is practiced and energy applied. 

Mr. Smith is not only one of the most prosperous citizens of 
the community, but is an influential factor in every movement 
which has for its object the advancement of the interests of the 
people at large. He finds time, however, for recreation in the 
woods and on the streams of the section, being a true sportsman 
who loves both to hunt and to fish, though his favorite sport is in 
the field. It is even whispered that his decision to locate in 
Marianna was largely influenced b}- the fact that the streams 
and lakes teem with fish, and that the woods furnish splendid 
sport by reason of the abundance of deer, wild turkeys and small 
game. He is gifted with a facility of expression, and has writ- 
ten for the Pensacola **]ouTmV* and other paper numerous ar- 
ticles concerning his hunting experiences that were of the great- 
est interest to every one having a drop of sporting blood in their 
veins. 

Mr. Smith is an enthusiastic advocate of purification in poli- 
tics, and a more economical administration of public affairs. He 
is one of those Democrats who believe that all appropriations of 
public money should be for the general good, with no favoritism 
for localities or individuals. He condemns all trades in politics* 
and believes the people should be absolute in their power to se- 
lect pure and worthy men for office, and that men should be 
cho«:en who have made a success for themselves. He is firm in 
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the faith that enough such men can be found to serve the public, 
and that under administration of such men much needed improve- 
ments, such as pubHc highways, can be made at reasonable cost. 
He considers "the paramount public need the casting out of the 
politicians whose lives have been failures and who make a busi- 
ness of politics. Then there could be elected to office successful 
men of honor who will pay their debts and live within their 
means. Such men can fill the offices intelligently, and will insure 
the making of public improvements at their actual cost. 

Attention to good roads is demanded. People must have 
more enterprise, applying more money to such improvements, but 
cutting out the extravagance of useless appropriations for sal- 
aries of unnecessary offices. Lessen fees and make taxes pay 
for something we can see and feel and use. Our highways will 
then serve to introduce visitors from the North, to the wonders 
that nature has worked in Florida. Our people should do more 
to advertise the wonderful attraction of our beautiful land, the 
splendors of nature, the magnificent climate and its marvelous 
effect on tired and over-taxed nerves. The salubrious atmosphere 
that is such a tonic to wearied business men. Then more of fhem 
would come to enjoy the outdoor sports in field and forest and 
stream. There would be more homes built, and more investments 
in our industries, and the growth and material prosperity of the 
State promoted. 

Since the above was written, Mr. Smith has interested the 
movers of several new railroad lines in his section to the desira- 
bility of tapping the Louisville and Nashville system at Marian- 
ra. and as chairman of the committee appointed at a large meet- 
ing of the townspeople, he is now giving his time freely to the 
movement. If he meets with success in this, and the prospects 
r-re now excellent, Marianna will jump at once into the position 
of a wholesale market, and :ts future will he established as the 
n -t important interior city of West Florida. 




Edward Thomas Helvenston wz^ born at Ocala, Marion 
county, Fla., May 14, 1863. He is, iherefore, a young man in 
the prime of life, full of energy, and is pushing successfully one 
of the best mercantile estabtishments in the city of Oca!a^ 

He attentled first the private and public schools of Ocala, 

and later the celebrated King's Mountain Military School, »t 

Yorkville, S. C, during the session of 1880-81. He was imdifej 

:o remain long enough to graduate owing to the death of 

brother, John P, Helvenston ^ — who was then postmaster o! 

tla — ^his services being needed imnietlialely at home to lookj 
fter business interests. 

He commenced his active life work as a cleric in E, W. Ajp-J 
w & Company's dry goods store, where he mastered all the 
^tails of the mercantile business, in which it was his ambition to 
succeed, looking forward to the time when lie would be at the 
head of a business of his own, Mr- Helvenston continued with 
Agnew & Company from 1883 to 1896, when the business changed 
hands and became H. B. Masters* Department Store. Under the 
new ownership he worked his way up to the head of the dry goods 
department and visited New York and other markets twice a year 
as buyer. In 1904 (after having been with E. W. Agnew & 
Company, and their successors, for twenty-one years) he com- 
menced business for himself under the name of Helvenston-Pas- 
tcur Company. Upon the death of Gen. Robert Bullock, the silent 
partner, in 1903. the interest of his heirs was bought by Messrs. 
Pasteur and Helvenston, and the business is now owned solely by 
these gentlemen. 

The Helvenstons emigrated to this country from Germany 
in 1734, with the Salzburgers, a colony of German (Lutheran) 
Protestants, and settled at Ebenezer, Ga., twenty-five miles above 
the city of Savannah. No richer heritage in blood and brain 
was ever given to America by the great nation of Germans than 
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the Salzburgers, whose romantic religious history helps to form 
one of the most interesting and instructive chapters in the history 
of our country. From Rev. P. A. StrobaKs "History of the Salz- 
burgers," the following extract is taken : 

"Among the Salzburgers was one who, from the romantic 
history connected with his family, deserves special mention. This 
was Mr. Frederick Helfenstein, who was a lineal descendant of 
the Count of Helfenstein, who, with his wife (a daughter of the 
Emperor Maximilian) and their youngest child, were butchered 
with seventy men under his command in the servile insurrection, 
which occurred in the time of Luther, commonly known as the 
Rebellion of the Peasantry. 

"Mr. Frederick Helfenstein, perhaps the last of the Count's 
descendants, married and settled at Goshen, about twelve miles 
below Ebenezer, and in the course of time acquired a handsome 
competensy. It is known that he owned a large tannery in suc- 
cessful operation, a good farm and valuable negroes. During 
the Revolutionary War, he was dispossessed by the Tories, of 
all his property and was left penniless to begin the world anew. 
Yet he never deserted the Whig cause, and furnished, in the per- 
sons of his sons, several bold soldiers during the war. Two of 
them joined a troop of cavalry under Colonel McCoy, and subse- 
quently served under General Wayne. When General Wayne, 
at the close of the war, returned to Pennsylvania (his native 
State), these two brothers, Joshua and Jacob Helfenstein, ac- 
companied him, and it is from them the Helfensteins in Pennsyl- 
vania are descended, several of whom are now distinguished 
preachers in the German Reformed Church. In Georgia the 
name has been changed to Helvenston. Mr. John G. Helvenston, 
of Macon county, Ga., and his brother residing in Florida, be- 
long to the same family." 

Mr. Frederick Helfenstein, great-grandfather of the subject 
of this sketch, was one of those strong Christian characters who 
made a lasting impression in his day and generation. Mr. Hel- 
vcnston's father, John Helvenston, and two brothers, settled in 
Florida in 1845. Here he met and married La Villa Pinckston. of 
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an old family who had, many years previously, established a plan- 
tation near Jacksonville, which they called La Villa. On this site 
is now a suburb of the city, which still retains the name of the 
old plantation. 

Through his mother, Mr. Helvenston is connected with the 
Bullock family, of which two distinguished members are: Gen- 
eral Robert Bullock, a gallant soldier of the Confederate army, 
and afterwards a member of Congress from Florida., and his son. 
Judge W. S. Bullock, who presides with dignity on the circuit 
bench. 

On November 2, 1905, Mr. Helvenston married Louella Vic- 
toria Gary, a daughter of Col. S. M. G. Gary and Fannie Rosa 
Gary. She received her education in Virginia, being a full grad- 
uate of Hollins Institute, one of the oldest and best known col- 
leges for women in the South. In 1897 she was appointed 
sponsor of the Florida Division of Confederate Veterans, for the 
re-union held at Nashville. Tenn. On both sides Mrs. Helven- 
ston is descended from some of the most prominent families of 
South Carolina. Three of her mother's family were prominent 
in the Revolutionary War. and three others, Gen. John King 
GriflFin. Samuel l-'arrow and William Waters Boyce. represented 
South Carolina in the halls of Congress. 

Her paternal ancestry dates back tlirouq^h the Witherspoon 
family and John Knox, to Robert Ikuce. o( Scotland. folin 
Witherspoon was a sij^ner of the Declaration of Independence 
and the founder of Princeton rnivor-ity. Princeton, N. J. 

Her father. Col. S. M. C. Cary. was a .q^raduate of South 
Carolina Colle,<^a\ and stood at the head of his profession as a 
lawyer in Ocala, Florida. lie was a sii^ner of the Florida Ordi- 
nance of Secession, and raised a company of which he was elected 
Captain, to join the Confederate Army. Five of his brotherN 
were al-o ,c:allant soldiers. F. F. and T. P. Gary were suri^eons ; 
Martin Witherspoon Gary, who was well equipped to flight the 
battle (^f life because of excellent Ikmuc trainin.q: and education, 
havinj^ .crraduated fr(^ni Harvard rniver>ity. rose from private 
to Major-General. and after the war became prominent in South 
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Carolina as a lawyer and politician in the reconstruction period ; 
John H. Gary was elected Captain of the S. C. College Cadets, 
and was afterwards killed at Battery Wagner, Charleston Har- 
bor, while in command of regular artillery C. S. A.; William 
T. Gary held the rank of Major at the close of the war, and set- 
tled at Augusta, Ga., where he was appointed District Attorney 
during President Cleveland's administration, and was later made 
Circuit Judge. Drs. F. F. and T. P. Gary were both eminent 
physicians, the former of South Carolina, and the latter of Flor- 
ida. Each was several times elected president of the Medical 
Association of his State, and Dr. T. P. Gary was president of the 
State Board of Health. Of the present generation Dr. F. F. 
Gary's sons are Eugene B. Gary, Justice of the supreme court of 
South Carolina; Ernest Gary, judge of the circuit court, and 
Frank B. Gary, now representing South Carolina in the United 
States Senate. Hon. John Gary Evans, ex-governor of South 
Carolina, is a cousin of Mrs. Helvenston, his mother being a sis- 
ter of Col. Gary. She is the widow of Gen. N. G. Evans, a gradu- 
ate of West Point, who was awarded by his State with a hand- 
some sword and a gold medal, the first for bravery in Indian 
warfare, the second for heroic conduct in the war between the 
States. 

Mrs. Helvcnston's mother, during fifty years' residence in 
Ocala, has been called to the leadership of various organizations. 
In recognition of her usefulness, the Confederate Veterans of 
Marion Camp presented her with a handsome silver loving cup at 
a largely attended public demonstration in her honor; and as a 
tribute to her Christian character, the missionary society of her 
church was given the name of Fannie R. Gary Missionary So- 
ciety. 

Besides devoting his energies to the success of his business, 
Mr. Helvenston has used his time, talents and means to promote 
the interests of the community in which he lives. He is now 
serving his second term as vice-president of the city council of 
Ocala, is a member of the Knights of Pythias and of the Elks, and 
for many years was a member of the Ocala Literary and Debat- 
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f and served many times as president of this interest- 

luation; he has also been honored more than once by 

iig made president of the "Nine O clock German Club/* a social 

^anization repre!?enting the best society of tlic city. He is a 

niber of the Methodist Giurch, He assisted in the organization 

he Ocala Rifles, and held the rank of Lieutenant, though he 

never seen active service in the field Mr, HeK^enston writes 

asionally for publication, several articles having been printed 

ihe "Ocala Banner" and "Evening Star/' He is a Democrat in 

itics and believes that the best interests of the State could be 

imoterl by reqittring educational qualiiications of all who ea- 

thc rights of stiflFrage. He is al^o a strong believer in State 

hibitioni and uses his best efforts for that end He thinks 

one of the most helpful things that could be done to ad- 

the material prosperity of the State of Florida would be 

•^"'Iding of a canal across the peninsula, and hopes to live to 

\ important tmdertaking an accomplished fact. 
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It is not all of life to climb the ladder of material success 
and attain eminence in one's profession or business. The truly 
great and successful man is the one who, while advancing his 
own interests, finds time and opportunity to serve the people of 
his community by promoting public improvements, establishing 
institutions for the common good and lending a helping hand to 
the individual. While Florida has made rapid and substantial 
progress the past few decades, it has been due largely to the fact 
that so many people of ability and learning were attracted from 
every section and made their homes in the Land of Flowers. 

Considering the population and vast extent of undeveloped 
territory of a few years ago, the growth into importance in pop- 
ulation, and wealth, has been little less than marvelous. Many 
young men have within a few years attained wonderful success 
in Florida, but even in this progressive community there is not 
too much of haste to prevent even the most rapidly growing sec- 
tions from giving to some of her earlier settlers their due meed 
of respect and esteem for the work which they have done. 

The medical profession is one in which the physician is 
brought into the most intimate relations with those whom he 
serves. Rut it is not so frequently the case now as in former 
years that the family physician is the family friend. There are, 
however, many of the older physicians in the State who, while 
having advanced to the highest degree in their profession and 
devoted themselves to relieving distress in every form, have 
been keen in discerning the material as well as the physical inter- 
ests of their people and advocating and promoting public im- 
provements, at the same time showing so much of human sym- 
pathy that their influence is such that it will live long after 
they have been called to their fathers. Even in the early days 
Florida offered such great advantages and opportunities that 
there were attracted then, as there are being attracted today, 



Henry Rice Stout. 

greatest ability and intellectual attainment. lictc 

./e made their liGmes and rounded out lives of the greatca 

ccess and usefulness. One of the most eminent phy^iciatis 

n the State who has made his home in Jacksonville for over a 

bird of a century, and is one of the best beloved citizens of the 

etropolis, is Henry Rice Stout. 

Dr, Stout is a native of New York, and is descended from 

Honeer settlers of the colony of New Amsterdam, The family 

as noted for its cultivation and intellectuality. His father was 

ii Episcopal clergyman, and there were numerous relatives who-' 

iitained distinction in the service of the Anghcan church. Among 

re more prominent of these are his brother, Rev. Charles T. 

^ut, of Key West, Fla. ; his brother*in-law, tlie late Rev. H. N. 

shop, D.D., of Chicago, and his nephew, the Rev. E. J, Ran- 

.Jl, also of Chicago, 

Dr. Stout was born at Westfield, Chatauqua county, N. Y,, 
i starch 17, 1843, his parents being Rev. Charles B, and Mr§. 
^ra Chapin Stout. His father was in charge of parishes in f )hio,i 
consin and Illinois at various times during hi^ youth, and lie 
received his earlier education in the public schools of Waukesha, 
Wis., and Chicago, IlL As a youth, he entered Ken yon College, 
at Gambier, Ohio, and had taken a third year's course when the 
war broke out, and he immediately left college and returned to 
Illinois. He immediately enlisted as a private soldier in "Com- 
pany A/* one hundred thirty-fourth Illinois volunteer infantry, 
and served throughout the war in that command. When he was 
discharged from the army he decided to make th*^ practice of 
medicine and surgery his life's work, and with this object in 
view he entered Hahnemann Medical College, at Chicago, where 
he devoted himself to his studies for a full three years' term, and 
was graduated with the degree of M.D., in 1868. 

At this time he began the practice of his profession at Chi- 
cago, and was fairly successful there until 1873, when he re- 
moved to Florida, and made his permanent home at Jacksonville. 
The success which attended him there in so far as his profession 
is concerned, has been most pronounced. He has a large follow- 
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ing of devoted friends and admirers, his clientele being com- 
posed of a personnel that could not be excelled. That his ability 
and learning has been recognized by his professional brethren 
is shown by the number of honors which they have conferred 
upon him. He has been president of the Homeopathic Board 
of Medical Examiners of the State of Florida since 1889 ; he has 
been president of the Florida State Homeopathic Medical So- 
ciety, and also served a term as president of the Southern Homeo- 
pathic Medical Association, which body elected him as a delegate 
to the International Homeopathic Medical Congress, which as- 
sembled in London, Eng., 1896. He is also a member of the 
American Institute of Homeopathy, and at the Washington ses- 
sion of that important body was appointed chairman of the sec- 
tion of sanitary science for the ensuing year. He is also a mem- 
ber of the American Anti-Tuberculosis League, and in this con- 
nection has written many valuable professional papers on the 
climatic advantages of Florida to be derived by those suffering 
from tuberc j-osis. In his writings he has called attention to the 
fact .hat in a majority of cases coming to the State in the early 
stages there is decided improvement, if not a permanent cure, for 
almost every case of tuberculosis. He also emphasized the fact 
that a person cured of this ill in Florida is free to go to other 
parts of the country, while those cured in the greater altitudes 
of the West and Southwest are compelled to remain in the climate 
where the cure was effected. 

One of Dr. Stout's contributions to the descriptive literature 
of Florida is a most valuable article entitled, "The Climate of 
Florida," whicli was prepared for the Medico-Climatological Con- 
gress of the World's Columbian Exposition, and read before that 
body in Chicago, June, 1893. This article contains a faithful and 
exact description of the climate of Florida, and gives valuable 
comparative tables showing the advantages of the climate of that 
State as compared with other health resorts in this country, and 
of those of the Old World ; while the old fallacy regarding the 
Florida humidity and the attendant fear of malaria are also met 
and scientifically refuted. In fact, so valuable is this article that 
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it has been formally approved by the Board of Trade of Jack- 
sonville, and is being widely circulated by the raih-oads of the 
State. 

He is a member of the local advisory committee of the Ameri- 
can Health League, which was organized under the auspices tf 
the Committee of One Hundred on National Health of the Ameri- 
can Association for the Advancement of Science. Another pamph- 
let of importance written by Dr. Stout gives a scientific history 
of the yellow fever epidemic in Jacksonville in 1888. He has 
written extensively for medical journals, but his most success- 
ful work in the line of professional authorship was a book en- 
titled, "Our Family Physician," which was filled with timely reme- 
dies that might be used in the family when the services of a 
physician were not procurable. The value of this work gave it the 
utmost popularity, and it has had a circulation of several hundred 
thousand copies. 

He has also been a frequent contributor to the press, and 
is always found advocating those propositions which consider 
the material advancement of public interests and substantial pub- 
lic improvement. He was an enthusiastic advocate of the estab- 
lishment of public parks in Jacksonville, over a quarter of a cen- 
truy a^o, and it is only today that many of the cities of the 
country arc awakeninpf to the benefits to he derived from the*^e 
public **breathinf2^ spots." He ha*^ had in mind, too, the Inrst 
interests of the children, and has devoted no little time and ef- 
fort towards the establishment oi a ncx^n recess in the public 
school which shall permit the children jroinjj: home for a inidday 
meal. In this effort to improve the material condition of children. 
Dr. Stout attended a present popular effort which has the amelio- 
ration of the condition of children as its prime inspiration. 

He was one of the few devoted public spirited persons who 
organized the Jacksonville Public Library Association early in 
the 70's. and was one of the first presidents of that association, 
the fijowth and success of which is shown in the splendid public 
library of which Jacksonville may well be proud today. He is a 
devoted member of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and has been 
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a vestryman of St. John's Episcopal Church in Jacksonville for 
the last thirty years. He is a member of the Church Club, and 
of the Seminole Club, and prominent in numerous secret and fra- 
ternal orders. He is a member of the Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, of the Woodmen of the World, of the Knights of Honor, of 
the Ancient Order of United Workmen, for all of which he is 
medical examiner. He is also medical examiner for a number 
of important insurance companies, and is on the staff of St. Luke's 
Hospital. In local affairs and State politics he allies himself 
with the Democrats, though nationally he is an advocate of the 
principles of the Republican party. 

When Dr. Stout was married, May 7, 1869, he was mated 
to Mary Eddy, a daughter of D. C. and Isabel Campbell Eddy, 
of Chicago. They have had four children, three of whom are 
now living, as follows: Henry B., Isabel Chapin, now Mrs. John 
l>enham Bird, and Jessie, now Mrs. Augustus Oswald Mac- 
Donell. Jr. 



3wxstB Sttrlfatiatt Atdlfnunt 

The magk growth of Tampa from an onimportaiit strag- 
gling village to a great industrial, commercial and finanrial centre 
created a need for men of the greatest ability in every line and 
furnished ample opportunity for the development of every latent * 
ability and energ}- there was in those who sought that city as the 
scene of their activities. In few dties have there been more not- 
able successes won and the successful men are not; confined to 
^he professions, to commerce, to finance or to industry, but mi- 
formly extend all along the line in every calling where tntellKl 
and energy and enterprise may win reward. The rapidity wift 
which the city's commerce and manufactures leaped into impor- 
tance paved the way for a demonstration of the very best skill 
and ability among the financiers, and that they were equal to the 
occasion the record shows. Sound and ably managed banks 
attained an importance and prosperity that seemed phenomenal 
except when compared with the development of other interests 
with which they kept apace. One of the most notable instances, 
in which a man was found equal to the occasion, and rising to 
the opportunity won fame and success, is furnished in the case of 
Col. James Buchanan Anderson, who was unknown to finance 
until his wonderful record was made as receiver of the Gulf 
National Bank. He later assisted in organizing the Exchange 
National Bank, and during his eight years' ser\'ice as cashier, it 
prospered and grew into high rank among the safe and sub- 
stantial financial institutions of the South. Col. Anderson is 
now one of the most prosperous, progressive and prominent fig- 
ures in the financial life of Tampa, and his record is one that 
illustrates what a man may accomplish when he recognizes op- 
portunity and rises equal to it. 

Col. Anderson is of Scotch and German descent, and there is 
combined in him the best characteristics of both those sturdy 
and excellent i>e')ple. His father's parents came from Scotland, 
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while his mother's came from Germany, and located in Balti- 
more, where his father was engaged in merchandising until his 
death, when Col. Anderson was only four years of age, he having 
been born in Baltimore, June 4, 1857. His father's name was 
James Anderson, and his mother's, Mary Henderson. As his 
mother died at his birth, he was reared by strangers, and never 
knew the love and care of his parents. 

His early educational training was received in private schools, 
and at the Somerville Institute, in Mississippi. He later attended 
the Mississippi State University at Oxford, from which he was 
graduated in 1879 with the degree of A. B. He won first honors 
in his class, and was awarded a gold medal for proficiency in 
mathematics. He engaged in teaching for a number of years 
and removed to Florida in 1888. But it was not until 1893 that he 
was given the opportunity of developing his latent energies and 
abilities. In that year of financial disaster Comptroller of the 
Currency, James H. Eckles, appointed him receiver of the Gulf 
National Bank of Tampa. The affairs of the bank had been per- 
mitted to become very seriously entangled, and an assessment 
upon the stockholders was not only considered probable, but it 
was doubted if even that resource would result in securing a 
sufficient sum to meet the claims of the creditors. Under Col. 
Anderson's judicious business management and financial skill 
and ability, however, the assets were so conserved and realized 
upon as to prove sufficient to not only pay every depositor and 
other creditors in full, but there was in addition about $30,000 
returned to the stockholders in the final settlement. This re- 
markable financial achievement attracted no little attention, and 
gave him merited reputation as a financier. 

In 1894 he, with other prominent citizens, organized the 
Exchange National Bank, and he was elected cashier and given 
the active management of the bank's affairs. Under his wise 
and conservative, yet progressive, administration the bank was 
successful from the start, and soon became a substantial factor in 
the financial world. It attracted its full share of individual de- 
posits, and its business compared favorably with any institution 
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in the State. He continoed as cashier for eight years, when he 
retired to engage in dealing in stodcs, bonds aod lands, and handk 
large investments generally. 

Another one of Col. Anderson's notable financial acconqplish- 
ments was his success in the important position of financial agent 
for the city of Tampa. He was appointed to this important trust 
at a time when the city was burdened with a large floating debt, 
upon which eight per cent, interest was being paid. He secured 
the necessary legislation and issued funding bonds, bearing only 
five per cent, interest. These he placed to advantage, and with 
the funds derived paid off the city's debt, thus relieving it of an 
embarrassing situation, and at the same time effecting a saving 
in interest alone of an enormous sum, in itself almost enough 
to retire the bonds when they become due. He was one of those 
prominent in the organization of the Manatee County State 
Bank, at Palmetto, Fla., and was for several years its president. 
He has always taken an active interest in the welfare of the 
State troops, and was Inspector-General for several years. He 
was a member of Gov. Bloxham's staff, with the rank of Cokmd, 
for several years. The Tampa Board of Trade has had no mofe 
active and influential member, and he served as president of the 
organization for eight years. He rendered the city able services 
as a member of the Board of Public Works for four years. He 
has been interested in every movement having for its object the 
advancing of the interests of Tampa, and by his activity and in- 
fluence and investments, has done much to promote the industrial 
and commercial interests of the city. 

He was at one time vice-president of the Florida State Bank- 
ers' Association, and has held many other positions of honor 
and trust. His personal popularity is commensurate with his 
success and prominence in the business world. Strong, gentle and 
suave, he is not only honored and respected, but loved by those 
who know him best. His society is ever sought, and he is one 
of the most popular members of the Cherokee Club, which he 
has served as director and treasurer, and of the Crescent Club, 
of which he has been vice-president. He is a Free and Accepted 
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Mason, a Knight Templar, and a Shriner, and has taken the 
thirty-second degree. He is also a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and is Past Grand Master of the Alabama 
Grand Lodge, having held that honor for two years. He is also 
a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. A 
man of extended information and thoroughly acquainted with 
the standard authors, the best current literature and ancient and 
modem history, he has studied the Bible with profit, and though 
not a member of any church, his preference is for the Methodist 
doctrine. While on his various extensive travels he has written 
interesting letters to the home newspapers. He adheres to the 
principle that honesty is the best policy. In politics he is a Demo- 
crat. He believes in building a system of good public roads, 
in improving the water-ways, in conserving the timber resources, 
and in reforestation. He believes in attracting the best class of 
immigrants, in improving and extending the educational facili- 
ties and in promoting industrial development. Above all, he 
believes in honest government, with a square deal and justice 
to all. 

Col. Anderson was married December 18,1882, to Ida 
Crews Moore, a daughter of Dr. G. M. and Georgia Moore, of 
Wetumpka, Ala. They have four children, as follows: James 
Gamett, Frederick Otto, Georgia and Mary Anderson. 
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The founder of a successful business bouse takes conunend- 
able pride in the establishment which his years of energy, appli- 
cation, enterprise and integrity have built. When he can retire 
from active business life and be relieved by a younger member 
of the family competent to carry on the work to which his life 
has been devoted, he doubtless realizes a satisfaction in his latter 
years that could not be known to one who is compelled to con- 
template the passage of his business to other hands, and its dis- 
appearance from the commercial world. When the son does suc- 
ceed the father, it is but natural that he should be inspired bj 
family, as well as personal pride, to maintain the high reputa- 
tion won, to enlarge and develop the business, and to keep pace 
with the demands of the times and changing conditions. For over 
fifty years the name of Avery has been a prominent factor in the 
hardware business in Pensacola, in Florida, and in the South. 
While the founder of the great establishment that is such a credit 
to Pensacola, retired many years ago full of honors, and has 
since been gathered to his fathers, the enterprise to which he 
gave being has been enlarged and developed by the son, Albert 
Miner Avery, who has been as zealous of the firm's good name, 
and as full of enterprise and progress as was his father before 
him. 

Albert Miner Avery is of English descent, and comes of an 
old Colonial family. His father came to Florida in 1833. and first 
located in Escambia county, but in a few years removed to Pensa- 
cola, where he engaged in the hardware business. A. M. Avery 
was born in Pensacola, August 30, 1852, his parents being .\lbert 
Lord and Emily Campbell Avery. He is a brother of Judge Jno. 
C. Avery, also of Pensacola, a sketch of whom appears in this 
work. He received his early education in the public schools of 
Pensacola, and later took a course at the University of the South 
at Sewanee, Tenn. He did not graduate, however, leaving the 
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University to engage in business. After a brief experience in the 
saw mill and lumber industry, he entered his father's wholesale 
hardware house in 1876, as a partner, the firm being known as 
A. L. and A. M. Avery. 

Having the benefit of his father's long and profitable experi- 
ence, and being himself a man of fine executive ability, progres- 
sive, enterprising and at the same time of fine judgment, he was 
able to contribute much to the continued growth and prosperity 
of the business. When his father desired to retire, he had be- 
come in every way competent to succeed him, and continued to 
build up the splendid commercial institution which had gained 
a name and a fame all over the State and the South. 

For some years after A. L. Avery retired, the firm was known 
as Avery and Wool folk, but this partnership was dissolved in 
1889, Mr. Woolfolk retiring, and Mr. Avery becoming sole pro- 
prietor. For many years he continued to develop and extend the 
business, without change, but in 1906 organized the Avery Hard- 
ware & Supply Company, of which he became president, and 
which took over the business. A retail department has been 
added, and the company is now, not only the oldest established 
business continually operated under one name, but is probably 
the best stocked and equipped enterprise of its kind in all depart- 
ments, in the State. He has never been too busy to take a lively 
interest in public affairs, and has for several years been a mem- 
ber of the city board of aldermen, and has also served the county 
as chairman of the board of county commissioners. He has from 
time to time been associated with numerous business enterprises, 
being for a long time the leading spirit in several substantial 
building and loan associations. He has always given his best 
efforts to promoting the interests of his native city, and is not 
only one of its most prosperous and progressive, but one of its 
best beloved citizens. In addition to his duties as president of 
the Avery Hardware Company, he is a director in the American 
National Bank, in the affairs of which he takes an active interest. 

He is a communicant of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
and in politics is a Democrat, though he has never sought public 
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. He 15 a member of the Osceola Club, and of the Country 
bp and is Past Master of his lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons. 

Mr. Avery was married February, 1878, to May Qara Grant, 
a daughter of Alexander and Olampe Grant, of New Orleans. 
They have had seven children, of whom five are now living, as 
follows : Stella C, A. M., Jr., Catherine G., A. Marion and Pres- 
ton S. Avery. 
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js, and a member of the Patriotic Order of Sons of America, 
ne believes the best interests of the State would be served by the 
development of her natural resources and the upbuilding of the 
character of her citizens by means of improved educational ad- 
ages, and greater moral and religious training. In this coo- 
ion he favors the holding forth of attractions only to the 
desirable class of immigrants, and the barring of the unde* 
h jle class. 

He believes that in the nation there is an urgent need fcM- m- 
mediate action in the destruction of alt monopolies, and the 
r#»cnilation of trusts of every kind, including organized labor. 
1 e should be a return to the principles upon which the coa- 
on was founded, more faithfulness of the people to cstab- 
institutions, and general extension among the uninformed 
of knowledge as to our form of government and its un- 
principles. 
^ . Baker was married June 27, 1903» to Sabina Colson, a 

Sat) r of Perry M, and Laura Col son » of Gainesville, Fla* 
They nave two children, viz. : Elizabeth and Mary Baker. 
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With its superior advantages for fruit growing and its 
^vealth of timber resources, Volusia county would need no other 
attraction to make it the land of opportunity for those who are 
possessed of enterprise and industry. Its splendid beach and 
famous resort towns, however, bring thousands of pleasure-seek- 
ers and tourists, and they serve to redouble the commercial activ- 
ity of the already prosperous and substantial towns. The natural 
beauty of the county is nowhere surpassed, and untold numbers 
of winter residents own their homes, and others, as they come, 
seek favorable sites to build or buy the property that is already 
improved. While every line of business is active, and there is no 
lack of opportunity for profitable employment, the real estate 
business is one that may be engaged in with unusual advantage, 
and the capable and enterprising man finds ample reward for his 
industry. 

Prominent among the successful real estate men of the coun- 
ty is Charles Mortimer Bingham, of Daytona, who has been in- 
terested in real estate and insurance for many years, and has, as 
a result of his attention to duty, coupled with unflagging energy 
and enterprise, been enabled to acquire other valuable interests. 
He is a progressive, public spirited man, who takes an active in- 
terest in the development and improvement of his town. He is 
always ready to give freely his time and services. Since early 
manhocKl he has been interested in military affairs, and after a 
long and honorable career was retired at his own request when 
he was Colonel in command of the Second Regiment. 

Col. Ringhm is of English descent, and comes of a pioneer 
family, his first American ancestor having been Thomas Bingham, 
who came from England and settled at Norwich, Conn., in 1642. 
There was also an Irish branch of the family who were early set- 
tlers in North Carolina. He is distantly related to Brigadier- 
General Thos. A. Bingliam. formerly of the United States Army, 
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and now poBce coannissioner of New York City, and to Cd. 
Rcte« Biogham. of the famous Bingham School, at Ashevilkt 
N. C Cc4. Bingliam was bom at Waukesha, Wis., December 15, 
1$^« hi< parents txii^ Chas. Mortimer and M}Ta P. Osborne 
Bingham. His father was a Congregational minister, a man of 
refinement and education, and his home training was an education 
in itself. 

He attended the paUk schoob, however, at the places of 
his voothful residence. He came to Daytona in October, 1880, 
when about fifteen years of age, and has made his home here 
e\'>er since. 

He first began business life in 1884, when he engaged in 
writing insurance. He soon formed a partnership with Lawrence 
Thompson^ under the firm name of Bingham and Thompson. 
They took up the real estate business in connection with insur- 
ance« and since their firm was first organized, have been uniform- 
ly successfuL They have been of inestimable service in attract- 
it^ both capital and settlens and have done much in the way of 
devekipment^ handling the sites of many of the beautiful homes in 
the section, 

CoL Binj«ham has also sensed his town and county. He was 
for a time deputy cvxinty clerk. He has served as city clerk and 
tax assessor of IXiytona. aiul has been a member and president of 
the city winKil for several years. In 1^X)1 he formed a partner- 
ship with 1. P. Maley, under the firm name of the Bingham- 
Maley Co,, of which he was maile president. The company deals 
!arp.*ly in hiph jrravie funiiture, and also dt^< an imdertaking bus- 
iness. l>y reas^ni of his business ability and interest in this com- 
pany he was for a time secretar>' of the Florida State Funeral 
Directors* and Emhalmers* Association. For over twenty-two 
wars he was prominently identified with military affairs. He 
was one of the charter member of Company K, of the Second 
Regiment of the Florida State Trot'jps. which was organized in 
1884. He rose steadily in official rank until he was Colonel of the 
Second Regiment. In 1906 he was retired at his own request. 
He has always been a student of the world's histor>\ and believes 
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that the interests of this country could be best served if the 
people would study the history and experience of the older na- 
tions and profit by their wisdom and avoid their mistakes. In 
business, he is an advocate and believer in the principles of the 
Golden Rule, and says that a good motto in any business is, "What 
you do, do right." In national affairs, he believes that the mone- 
tary system should be revised, and that the trusts should be regu- 
lated and controlled, and is in favor of building up a big navy 
and perfecting the coast defenses. In the State he believes that 
it would be to Florida's best interests to advertise her splendid 
resources and great possibilities to the world, and in this way at- 
tract the enterprising, industrious people who will find here the 
opportunity which they seek. Religiously, he is a member of the 
Congregational Church, and in politics, is a Democrat. In fra- 
ternal and social societies, he is a prominent member of the Free 
and Accepted Masons, being a Knight Templar and a member of 
the Mystic Shrine, of the Knights of Pythias, the Knights of 
Honor, a charter member of the Daytona Auto Club, and also a 
charter member of the Halifax Yacht Club. 

Col. Bingham was married November, 1883, to Helen Maley, 
a native of Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Jno. C. and Eliza- 
beth J. Keyes Maley, of Daytona, Fla. They had four children, 
including Mrs. F. B. Wright, of St. Augustine, and Elizabeth, 
Lilian and Florence Bingham. Mrs. Bingham was called to the 
other world in 1900, and in 1902 Col. Bingham was married to 
Mrs. Emma E. Botsford, who was a daughter of Thomas Jones, 
of Ontario, Canada. They had one son, Walter Bingham, prior 
to Mrs. Bingham's death in 1907. 



The Cleaveland (or Cleveland) families in America are said 
to be all related to each other, and to trace their origin to sevoi 
brothers of the name who came from England and settled in dif- 
ferent sections of the then new country. However, that may be, 
it is a fact that many of the name besides the late ex-President» 
have left the impress of their talents and their personality upon 
the history of the country, and some have achieved conspicuous 
distinction. To this ancient and honqrable stock belongs the 
subject of these lines, William Waldo Qeaveland, a well known 
and much respected citizen of Jacksonville. His father, E. E. 
Cleaveland, a native of Massachusetts, with his mother, Josefdiine 
(Allen) Cleaveland, a Tennesseean by birth, came to Florida in 
1860, making Lake City their home for a time, and later removing 
to Jacksonville, where for many years he was an honored dtixen 
and a successful merchant and manufacturer, chiefly engaged in 
the furniture business. 

Mr. Cleaveland was born at Lake City in 1864, and for his 
early education depended upon the local schools and private teach- 
ers, afterwards attending the celebrated Bingham Military School 
in North Carolina, whence he graduated at the head of his clas» 
in 1880, when barely sixteen years of age. His record at that 
famous institution was exceptional, as he never received a demerit 
during the entire course. With characteristic energ}', he imme- 
diately plunged into active business, becoming a partner with his 
father in the firm of Cleaveland & Son, and devoting his whole 
attention for several years to the congenial task of building up 
a great business. That he succeeded splendidly in his purpose 
is not only well known to all of his fellow citizens of Jackson- 
ville, as well as to thousands throughout the State, who have had 
dealings with the concern, but the physical evidence of the fact 
endures in the shape of one of the handsomest stores in Florida. 
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As wealth accumulated, Mr. Cleaveland ventured into other 
lines, notably that of dealing in and improving real estate, and 
his success in that direction has been little less than phenomenal. 
Another interest which has proven a great success was the busi- 
ness of manufacturing the well-known remedy, "Comfort," of 
which Mr. Cleaveland was the founder. Still another and equally 
successful, is the manufacture of fibres from the Palmetto plant. 
He is also an ardent and successful planter, and his Cedar Hill 
farm and pecan orchard are models of their kind. He is presi- 
dent of the Afco Chemical Company, and of the American Fibre 
Company, and secretary of the Cleaveland ImprovementCom- 
pany, owning large interests in each, besides being a large owner 
of real estate as an individual. He has probably built up and 
improved as much property as any man in the city of Jackson- 
ville. 

In his domestic and social relations, Mr. Cleaveland has been 
particularly happy. He married Miss Minnie Beall Lockhart, 
daughter of Robert Beall and Emma J. (Rankin) Lockhart, of 
Columbus, Georgia, and five children have been born to them, 
of whom three are living: Mrs. Hazel B., wife of L. B. Wootton; 
Mrs. Blanch B., wife of John A. Futch, and Mrs. Louise, wife of 
James M. Edmondson. He is a zealous Democrat, and a de- 
voted member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which he 
served as steward for twelve consecutive years, voluntarily retir- 
ing from his stewardship, but remaining as chairman of the 
board for the next five years, and is now one of the church trus- 
tees. 

Immersed, as he haa always been, in business affairs, he 
has never had time or inclination to seek public office, but when, 
in a difficult municipal crisis, the people of Jacksonville were 
trying the experiment of eliminating the negro from control of 
the city, he was appointed by the Governor as councilman for the 
seventh ward, under the provisions of the famous "House Bill 
Number 4" law, and served acceptably on all of the important 
committees of the council. It is almost needless to say that the ex- 
periment was a complete success, and that the phenomenal growth 
of the city practically dates from that period. 
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Icaveland, in his rare moments of rclaxaiion from 

:» cares» enjoys good reading, particularly forcigti history, 

that of our own country, and takes care to keep abreast of 

times by giving due attention to the daily press. His waidt- 

d throiighout his entire career has been ; *'Success/' and bif 

io, "Unbounded energy— pu^ih ! and never take no for an 

T." Yet he has ever held to the Golden Rule, and has al- 

been ready to *'heip the other fellow/* He has^ within the 

years since he becanie a man, accomplished as much as most 

I achieve in an entire life-time, and he i^ practically a young 

I, with apparently many years of effort and usefulness yet 

T him. His remarkable career presents a shining and salu* 

example, well worthy of enmlation by the youth of our laiuL 
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Florida has a climate in every respect equal to that of Cali- 
fornia. Acre for acre her soil will produce as many dollars in 
value. Her geographical position in relation to markets is far 
superior. California has made tremendous progress, chiefly by 
reason of systematic and intelligent advertising, which means 
lavish expenditure of money. But Florida is coming to her own. 
Progressive, loyal, enterprising men have thrown themselves into 
the breach and are placing Florida before the world in a proper 
light. Among these great citizens who are as much public bene- 
factors as the founders of libraries, a prominent figure is Edwin 
Brobston, of Jacksonville. Mr. Brobston is a man of remarkable 
energy and enterprise and has so well managed his business af- 
fairs that he has won a success that would be conspicuous. in any 
community. Much of the commendable work that he has done 
has brought him no greater share of benefit than that enjoyed 
by any other citizen. 

Mr. Brobston is of Scotch-Irish and English descent and his 
ancestors came to America over a century ago. The Brobston's 
were English people and were followers of King Charles. After 
his fall they were compelled to seek refuge in Ireland. It is a 
family tradition that the Brobstons lost a vast fortune through 
its reverting to the crown, as quite a large number of fortunes 
did revert after the war. 

In Ireland the Brobstons intermarried with well known Irish 
families, and so the Brobstons of today number among their an- 
cestors the Clares of Ireland, for whom the county of Clare is 
named. It was from Ireland that Mr. Brobston's great grand- 
father came to America, settling in Philadelphia. In Philadel- 
phia, \Vm. Brobston, the grandfather of Edwin Brobston, was 
bom, reared, and graduated from Union College about 1830, was 
admitted to the Presbyterian ministry and removed to North Car- 
olina, where he married a Miss Cromartie, of Bladen county. The 
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Cromarties were Scotch people and quite prolific^ there being a 
number of them in Bladen county, N. C, today. In the early '50s 
Rev. Wm, Brobston left North Carolina and went to the then 
undeveloped country around Lake Geneva, Wis,, being sent to 
that section by the Presbyterian church to engage in missionary 
work on the frontier. When the war broke out he espoused the 
Union cause, though his sons all returned to the South and en- 
listed in the Confederate Army, In 1865 Rev. Wm, Brobston 
died in Chicago, at the ripe eld age of ninety years, 

Edwin L, Brobston^ the father of Edwin Brobston, enlisted 
in a Tennessee regiment, as a private in a company that went 
from Wartrace, Tenn. He saw service on the bloody field at 
Shiloh and was among those who made their escape from Fort 
Donelson when it fell. The terrible exposure in icy water, which 
the escaping troops experienced, wrecked his health and he went 
to Atlanta an invalid. There he married Hattie Thomas., who^ 
father was a native of Tullahoma, Tenn,, where there arc many 
relatives still living, and among the welI-ta*do class of middle 
Tennessee* Mrs, Thomas, the grandmother of Edwin Brobston^ 
was a native of South Carolina. The Thomas family moved to 
Atlanta as refugees, owning a large number of slaves when the 
war broke out, and acquiring other property. When Edwin 
Brobston was born, his grandmother Thomas gave him two 
slaves, but while he was still an infant he was crying for bread, 
which was not always forthcoming. The family became impov- 
erished by the war. After his marriage Edwin L. Brobston set- 
tled at Madison, Ga., where for several years he was cashier of 
the only bank in the county. On account of failing health he re- 
tired from business life and removed to a farm where he passed 
his days rearing a family of four boys and two girls. Edwin 
Brobston being the oldest child. 

Edwin Brobston was born at Madison, Ga., Nov. 17, 1863, 
and received his education in the common schools of Morgan 
county. He become owner and editor of The Madisonian in 
1887, but after a year's experience, was attracted by the enlarged 
opportunities offered at Brunswick. Ga. He removed to that 
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city in 1888, and from that date until 1890 ^as editor and man- 
ager of The Brunswick Times, which was the first morning daily 
published in the city. He retired from journalism to engage in 
the real estate business, and as he became more and more familiar 
with the exceptional advantages offered by the South he extended 
the field of his activities and enlarged his usefulness in the general 
development of southeast Georgia, as well as Brunswick. He at- 
tended industrial conventions and served on various commissions, 
having for their object the advertising of Georgia. He served 
a term as Vice-President of the Southern Industrial Convention, 
and delivered widely quoted speeches at Southern Pines, N. C, 
Huntsville, Ala., Chattanooga, Tenn, and other points. He was 
one of the Georgia Commissioners to the Omaha Exposition and 
was influential in turning southward many desirable settlers. 
Largely through his efforts the Shakers were interested in South 
Georgia, where they developed and sold about 70,000 acres of 
land in Glynn, Camden, Pierce, Ware and Wayne counties. He 
was active in politics and served as delegate to numerous state 
Democratic Conventions in Georgia, generally being selected as 
a member of the committee on platform and resolutions. He was 
ever active in good government and during his several years' ten- 
ure of the important position as president of the board of edu- 
cation of Glynn county and Brunswick, Ga., reorganized the public 
school system. In 1901 he came into national prominence by 
securing the adoption of a resolution, declaring in favor of a ship 
subsidy, by the National Maritine Congress which met at Bruns- 
wick. Mr. Brobston was a member of the firm of Brobston, 
Fendig and Company, which operated in Brunswick and had a 
branch in Jacksonville. In 1904 he removed to Jacksonville, and 
in his new home has increased his usefulness. He is now head of 
the real estate firm of Brobston and Company, and is largely inter- 
ested in the Jacksonville Development Company, in which he is 
a director and has served as president. He is a leader in thought 
and in action. He is actively engaged in connecting saleable 
lands with settlers and purchasers, in improving vacant property. 
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building lioujiCii and placing them on the market, lie has done 
considerable work in connection with the Immigration Com- 
mittec of tlic Board of Trade of Jacksonville, and Itas 
been insNtmmental in stirring tiic inunigration question. He 
was one of the organizers of the Giurch Qub, one of the 
leading religious and social organizations of the city< He wa* 
one of the tirsl advocates of a national quarantine, a plan thai 
has brought system out of chaos that reigned when there wa< 
huliscriniinatc quarantine by state, county and municipality with a 
multiplicity of conflicting o^icialfs, 

Mr. Brobston is a member of the Baptist church. He is a 
member of I lie Reform Club and the Georgia Society of New 
York City, the [Mioenix Club, of Brunswick, Ga., and the Churthi 
Yachts Seminole and Country Clubs of Jacksonville. He is ait 
honorary member of the F1on<la Press Association and is proot- 
inent in the Masonic order and in the order of Elks. 

There is no hrmer advocate of the use of printer *s ink than 
Mr. Brobston. He beheves in advertising the resources of the 
state and in bringing in new men and new money, and thus de- 
creasing taxation by increasing taxable pro|}erty. 

Mr. Brobston is a close student of economic problems and 
his views as to foreign immigration to the South might well be 
studied by those having at heart the promotion of our conmiercial 
and industrial welfare. These views were presented in a recent 
carefully prepared article in which he says it is a debatable ques- 
tion whether the South wants foreign immigration. Most immi- 
grants are laborers and the South offers them merely a place 
along with the negro, at a lower standard of wages than prevails 
in other sections. "Would it not be better/' he asks, "that we 
turn our thoughts to some practical way of improving conditions 
without bothering the immigration question ?*' 

His views are worthy of careful study, and may thus be 
summarized: Industrial training schools everywhere — technical 
instruction made general. Go to the backwoods and see that 
none escape the benefits of a better and practical system. Teach 
the negro to be a more effective cotton producer. Teach the 
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white people to make the cotton cloth. Let more schools and fac- 
tories precede immigration. The negro is with us to stay. We 
should deal fairly with him and help him by technical training 
to draw out the best that is in him. Our teachers should be able 
to show the scholars the possible resources of the country. We 
should have a great merchant marine. Our harbors and water- 
ways should be improved to the limit. With better trained 
farmers we can solve the labor question without foreign immi- 
grants. 

Mr. Brobston was married April 23, 1890, to Priscilla Lit- 
tlefield, a daughter of S. C. and Emma Littlefield, of Brunswick, 
Ga., and they have five children, viz : Stanley, Priscilla, Margaret, 
Edwin and Albert. 

Mr. Brobston declares that he had rather be the means of 
estabhshing a technological school in Florida than to be the Gov- 
ernor of the state. He would rather have been Peter Cooper 
than Wm. McKinley, an Edison rather than a Bonaparte. He 
considers his life's work is in the field of Southern development. 
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George G. Currie, lawyer, literateur, treasurer of Dade county, 
., ex-Mayor of West Palm Beach, comes of admirable Scotch- 
Irish stock. His father was Francis Phillip Currie, a mechanic 
trade, and a man of sterling qualities. His mother was Ellen 
nna, the daughter of a successful farmer, who, dying when 
her son was but three years of age, left him to the care of hU 
sister, Maggie, to whose gentle influence he says he a$vcribe^B| 
ling that is at all worthy of notice in his make-up. Hi% f atte 
.grated to Canada in his youth, and George was bom on a 
1 near Montreal, on the 6th day of June, 1867, ^m 

e was a clever, precocious boy, with an intense love for the 
'd out-door sports of his native land-skating» skccing, ctirl* 
iting, fishing, canoeing, etc. At school he was fond of 
. At the age of eleven he won a medat for jjcncral pro- 
n one of the public schools at Montreal, which medal 
entitled him to a course in the Montreal High SchooU an oppor- 
tunity he availed himself of. 

At the age of fourteen he started work as office boy in a 
wholesale hardware house. At sixteen he became a clerk for the 
Grand Trunk Railroad Company. A desire to see the world 
prompted him to resign his place as receiving clerk there, and at 
the age of twenty-one we hear of him on a newspaper in Van- 
couver, B. C. During this western sojourn he had opportunity 
of visiting Alaska, journalistically, from which land he returned 
in a dugout Indian canoe, paddling the entire distance of five 
hundred miles in three months. 

Advancement came in a position on the San Francisco Call, 
when he spent two years in California, part of the time on a Kern 
county ranch. The death of his father recalled Mr. Curric to 
Montreal, and while in that city he published a volume of poems 
entitled, "How I Chice Felt." He spent six months traveling 
through the maritime provinces of Canada and New Foundland,. 
before returning to Vancouver to establish a business college. 
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Mr. Currie's next move was to the literary world of New 
York in 1895. He stayed there but a few months, seeking Flor- 
ida in August of the same year, with a view of getting into the 
insurgent army in Cuba, as newspaper correspondent. This plan 
failing to work after about three months of waiting, and having 
used up what little capital he had he left Key West on a small 
schooner for West Palm Beach, where he secured a position as 
stenographer and bookkeeper in the office of Robbins, Graham & 
Chillingworth, and immediately began the study of law. 

Mr. Currie started out in life with the idea of becoming a 
lawyer, a traveler, and a poet, and his efforts have been directed 
along these lines. He was admitted to the Florida bar in Jan- 
uary 1897, and the same year he began a two years' studying-tour 
of Scotland, Ireland, England and France. Upon returning to 
America he settled for a while in Great Falls, Montana, then in 
Miami, Fla., but he returned to West Palm Beach in 1900, to go 
into partnership with Mr. C. C. Chillingworth, the lawyer in 
whose office he began reading law. 

Mr. Currie has twice been elected Mayor of West Palm 
Beach. He holds the office of treasurer of Dade county at the 
present time. With a spirit for adventure which has made him 
acquainted with many lands, Mr. Currie has chosen for his home- 
spot a veritable Eden of earth — the famous Palm Beach region of 
Florida. West Palm Beach, in which city the subject of this 
sketch is a leading light, sits on the mainland, separated from 
Palm Beach proper by the rippling waters of lovely Lake Worth. 
It is a flourishing town of 3.000 inhabitants, surrounded by an 
unsur|)assed fruit and vegetable country. 

In his day, Joseph Jefferson was a familiar figure here. Of 
the discoverer of Palm Beach. Mr. Currie felicitously writes: 

**May many years elapse before Florida has any use for the 
following epitaph : 

Here neath the turf where many times he trod, 
Lies Henry Flagler face to face with God; 
How came his wealth or what his motives were 
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Leave we to that Most High Tribunal's care; 
Suffice it now that we confess our loss, 
And since he's gone take up our heavier cross. 
He came to Florida and with his gold 
Changed trackless jungle into fertile wold; 
If he but looked, behold the noisome wild, 
Bedecked itself with green, and prosperous smiled, 
And where fierce snakes and alligators crept. 
Now thriving cities into life have stepped — 
Grand, lasting monuments to that great zeal 
Which ended, robs us of our speedier weal." 

In 1902 he published for private circulation a book eittitled, 
nnets and Love Songs, and Irene, a Memoir ;" the latter por- 
n being in memory of his wife who died. In 1907 lie organ- 
; a real estate corporation called, "The Currie Investment 
iiy/* and as president of that concern published for free 
tion a fifty page pamphlet entitled, "Palm Beach and Wc^t 
m Hcach in Pktnrc, Story and Song." 
Among organizations Mr. Currie is affiliated with the Mason<i 
and Odd Fellows. In 1901 he proposed and named and was the 
first president of "Utopia Club," a popular social organization 
of West Palm Beach. He founded the Burrard Literary Club, 
of Vancouver, B. C, a debating society which has been in exist- 
ence, eighteen years, and numbers among its members some of 
British Columbia's most prominent men. 

Mr. Currie was married in 1900 to Miss Irene P* kards, of 
Boca Raton, Fla., who died within three months after their mar- 
riage. In 1907 he married Miss Lulu Marion Angevine, of Mi- 
ami. They have one son, Francis Angevine Currie. 

A delightful public speaker, Mr. Currie is much in demand 
at public meetings, and steadily grows in favor with the people 
of his section. 









--^:-.l^.. .' 



*^ CA5 





(Fr 





o-Uyrzf 



\ 



7?t. X^. ^^c^ 



fflaltbruT ICrmli^ar: D*Kii 







, ' . I / rr< )j 



'/^ 



'- - C A Ci 



Of the many strains of blood which have entered into what 
we today call **the American/' none has been of more value than 
the German. The world's history for a thousand years past has 
been most larj^ely made by nations of Teutonic extraction, but 
when German blood is spoken of in connection with the settle- 
ment of the United States specific reference is intended to those 
who came from the German speaking nations of Central Europe. 
In our country these Germans have done a great work. In the 
early day they made the Mohawk Valley, of New York, the 
garden of that great State. Further south in Pennsylvania the 
Germans were setting an example of thrift and a standard of good 
farming which has never been surpassed, and has made them 
famous all over the nation. Another step southward, and where 
the far famed Valley of Virginia smiles to heaven, the German 
Baptists (or Dunkards) poured into that fertile section and made 
it one of the choicest garden spots of the world. Coming further 
south the devoted Moravians planted their religion and their in- 
dustry in North Carolina and created moral and industrial cen- 
ters which have done incalculable good. 

When Oglethorpe was gathering choice people for his model 
Colony of Georgia, he eagerly welcomed the "Salzburgers,** who 
were homeless for conscience' sake, and they proved to be all that 
he hoped. 

In our history they have shown themselves patriotic and 
brave. Every school boy can recall the irascible, but able old sol- 
dier, Baron Steuben, the trainer of Washington's army; or the 
brave Baron DeKalb, dying on Camden battlefield like the hero 
he was, or grim old Herkimer, when forced into battle against his 
judgment, himself mortally wounded, propped on his saddle at the 
foot of a tree with his pipe burning red, he calmly directed the 
struggle until Oriskany beginning with disaster ended in a glo- 
rious, though costly victory. 
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From that day to this our fellow citizens of German blood, 
all good Americans from the day of landing and soon blended 
in the body of our citizenship, liave wrought mightily and well in 
the upbuilding of the great republic. 

It is almost equal to a certificate of good character to know 
that one is descended from the old German stock in our country. 
Our subject, Matthew Leonidas Dekle, of Marianna^rirDmcs from 
that Gcniian stock, and his record shows the virtues of the blood 
have come down to him in full force. He was born in Thomas- 
vjlle, Ga., on October 18» 1853, His father, George A, t>cklct 
was a merchant and farmer. His mother was Roxie Ann Keel. . 
y Practically no authentic information can be secured as to 
the early history of th6, family antecedent to Mr. Dekle s father. 
One Christian Dekle appears to have been among the early Ger- 
man settlers in Pennsylvania. The family may have originated 
from the Sabhurgfers who came to Georgia in 1734-6, and it is 
quite possible that the name appears in our Colonial history under 
some iinrecognbable spelling. The most reasonable presumption, 
however, is that some one of these Pennsylvania Dekles drifted 
south and founded the Georgia family, \ There is a tradition in 
Mr. Dekle' s immediate family that the American family was 
founded by three brothers, great-grandfathers of M. L. Dekle's 
generation, who came from Germany and settled, one in Pennsyl- 
vania, one in Georgia, and one disappearing towards the extreme 
western frontier of that day. It is almost certain, therefore, that 
Christian Dekle, of Pennsylvania, was one of these original 
brothers. The other brothers cannot now be located by the rec- 
ords. 

Young Dekle got his primary instruction in the schools 
of Thomasville, then his parents in 1864 moved to Jackson 
county, Florida, and he attended the country schools of his sec- 
tion. 

In 1875, at the age of twenty-two, he entered the mercantile 
business in Marianna, and pursued the business continuously 
until 1903. when he retired from active mercantile life to give 
his attention to banking and farming interests. 
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Mr. I>ekle has been primarily a business man, but has ever 
been ready when called upon to serve his people, thus he was one 
of the incorporators of the city of Marianna and has been a mem- 
ber of the City Council since its incorporation, and is also a Trus- 
tee of the State Reform School at Marianna. 

His business career has been very successful and the qualities 
which bring business success are evidently inherent in the family, 
for he has one brother who is a prominent and successful business 
man. 

Mr. Dekle is now President of the First National Bank, of 
Marianna, Director First National Bank, of Chipley, Director 
First National Bank, Graceville, Fla., President of M. L. Dekle 
Company, Clothing and Furnishings; Director of the Marianna 
Manufacturing Company. 

In addition to these interests he is largely engaged in farm- 
ing. 

On Nov. 12, 1878 he married Miss C. Stella Davis, daughter 
of Captain John T. and Clarkie (Wilson) Davis, of Columbia, 
Alabama. 

Nine children have been born to them, of whom eight sur- 
vive as follows: Mrs. Herman Marshall Taylor, M. Leo, Jr., 
Nonie W.. Hal M.. John T., Coral H., Evelyn G.. and Lucie Neel. 

Mr. Dekle is a Democrat in his political affiliations. He is 
an active member of the Baptist church, and the Masonic order. 
The qualities which have won business success and made Mr. 
Dekle a leader in his comnninity have also gained him both the 
confidence and good will of his people. In the great development 
of his section, now going forward, he is not only a factor, but a 
leader, and while taking care of his own material interests, is 
doing solid and substantial work for the State of Florida, without 
money and without price. 
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hic of the prominent men of Tampa, whose abilities have 

^^al to every demand ami whose efforts have matcriaUy 

d in making it, is Douglas Fleming Conoley, Vice-Prestdctit 

le oldest employe of the first bank which wan established in 

aa. He became connected with the hank while studying law 

\ and has risen by reaj^on of his w*orth and abihty to the po» 

if cashier and vice-president, 

r. Conoley is of Scotch ancestry and in an eminent degree 
d of all the sterling i qualities of that race. His people 
n Scotland and the Isle of Man in 1810, and located at 
, N. C, where the family resided until 1833, when 
1 to Sehna, Ala, flis father was a prominent law- 
man of great strength of character. He was judge 
I other courts and a man of great influence, taking^ 
>art in ante bellum politics and the events prior to the 
.var. 1 Iv served ihroaghont the conflict, pjoinir ^n i^ (^iA*mv\ <*f the 
Twenty-ninth Alabama Regiment, and being promoted to Brig- 
adier General. He was in General Jos. E. Johnston's corps and 
surrendered in North Carolina. His mother was a meml^er of 
a prominent Alabama family and a noble Christian woman, pos- 
sessing in a high degree rare virtues which have left their im- 
press upon their children. 

Mr. Conoley was born at Shelby Springs, Ala., in 1868, his 
parents being John F. and Mary Pitts Conoley. Owing to the 
disasters incident to the Civil War, and the death of his father, 
he was deprived of educational advantages and thrown upon his 
own resources when quite young. His only early education was 
received in the public schools at Selma, but the hardships and 
necessary struggles of his younger days developed in him those 
qualities of mind and character so essential to success in life. In 
his young manhood his adventurous spirit took him west, where 
he experienced the life of a cowboy on the plains for several 
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TiKCf*, in iribd3 rank ie- f«rnc£ diriiu : "liif Srsanisb-AiiiericaiJ 
War. Ht httiC ^nf rank a: -ai? Smf :c id? resarnaciiic m 3S*^, 
Tlioaiei aa eKrt<rmir?]r tef^ rrarn. iir iii3f rirne To jcnd ins 
inftacTKX lo ilie arranrcznear rf ^-iaacaarttl imercjcs and to liie 
prrcTxcicin c-f chariitlii? irj^crrnrj.ir^v Nr TJwiT anc vcinifT- j«r- 
5c«i if rrrr i^rn^f a-^sannr W hrr. H*- i> TK-ti«»d for bi? gOH 
lalin- antf bif i^-TOArrn i- ar:<^^c >>t h:> i c c c tuqczk^ m Tanoos 
fratcma] 4:«TsaiiiraT>:ci>, He ha- tai-en rrtrr lai^ ao^i ^^c^iv^ 
in MafCBTT excqjf ibc diirrT-drrd dc^re^. He is a iDcmher of 
the Knigfn^ of P>^hia^, the R. P. O. EB:<, the Kni|:lit5 of Hiwr. 
and the Ccncatenateij OnJer of HooHoo>, He is a member of 
the Pref b>ieTian church, arKi is as fwvninent swaDy as he is in a 
basinet* way. beinf: a member oi the Crrfcent OnK 

Mr. Conoley was marrioii Dec, 21. 1*502, to Dora M. Ham- 
merly. a daughter of William and Jane Hammerly. of Xfadison, 
Fla. They have one son, Douj^las Sheldon Conolev. 




ti^rhtxi Jarkemn irane 

iilc ancestry is not everything, the pride with which a 
races his family history back through long remote periods 
ays pardonable, and where he himself has achieved success 
von high rank among the substantial, u^ful men of his day» 
iltogther becoming to note the deeds of valor done, the pa- 
duties performed, and the cities foimcled in the wilderncii* 
fore fathers from whom he is descended. Lakeland, Fla*. 
beginning in a railroad camp site and Herbert Jackson 
today the oldest inhabitant of Lakeland , was f>ne of the 
I struck that camp. His progress has been cammensu- 
of Lakeland. While the insurance business is his 
3ind has been his life's work* he has felled the for- 
d homes. He has served his city and cottnty and 
and honorable positions of trust and responsibility, 
nuen statutes under which his people are governed, 
has given close attention to his personal atTairs and they liavc 
prospered to a highly gratifying degree. He is a successful man 
of affairs whose residence is an asset in any community. 

Mr. Drane's ancestors settled in America in the Colonial per- 
iod and there flows in his veins the blood of Welsh, Irish and 
Scotch progenitors. His father's paternal ancestors came from 
Wales and the name Drane is the anglicised form, the original 
Welsh form having been rather formidable in spelling and ques- 
tionable in pronunciation. Three brothers constituted the first 
settlers of the family who came to these shores and they located 
in Maryland early in the eighteenth century. That they were 
active traders in land is shown by the records of the early years 
of Prince George county, Md. They lived in Dranesville, Fair- 
fax county, Va., which was named for the family, and at Rladens- 
burg, Md., from the latter of which places, the grandfather of the 
subject of this sketch was appointed a cadet to West Point by 
J. Quincy Adams. Another branch of his father's family on the 
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maternal side were the Fergusons, well to do Irish immigrants 
who came from Londonberry and were among the founders of 
the city of Louisville, Ky. Old Dr. Ferguson, the head of this 
branch, upon landing in New York asked to be directed to "the 
point furthest west." Pittsburg, Pa., was at that time the 
furthest accessible point known to the New Yorkers and he went 
there, but not being pleased with the situation gathered a fleet of 
house boats, loaded them with his negroes, live stock, tools and 
household paraphernalia and started on a long voyage down the 
river with the intention of joining a colony of Frenchmen of 
whom he had heard on the lower Mississippi. His progress down 
the Ohio was marked by numerous skirmishes with the Indians. 
It was night when he reached "the falls," and as he did not care 
to undertake their passage in the dark he tied up and meeting 
some Frenchmen who had come up the river they decided to set- 
tle ashore. Thus, the city of Louisville was founded, the name 
being given in honor of the King of France. Though Dr. Fergu- 
son was a man of wealth he actively engaged in the practice 
of his profession and was enabled to relieve much of the distress 
and suffering among the pioneers. He set out a famous peach 
orchard, the site of which is now in the heart of the business dis- 
trict of Louisville, long since supplanted by business houses and 
surrounded by a city of a quarter million people. Considerable 
property in the old "peach orchard" is still owned by Mr. Drane 
and other members of the family. His mother's people were 
descended from the clan Duncan of Scotland, were pioneers in 
America and have lived in Kentucky from the earliest history of 
the Blue Grass State. 

His grandfather, Anthony Drane, had an mteresting and 
honorable career in the army. He was appointed a cadet at West 
Point by President John Quincy Adams, in 1820. He graduated 
July 4, 1824, as second lieutenant, and was assigned to the Fifth 
Rgiment of Infantry. On February 1, 1829, he was promoted 
to first lieutenant by James Monroe. Having gained the ill will 
of Secretary of War, Spencer, he was for several years the victim 
of political persecution which for a time interrupted his career in 
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, but from under which lie emerged with an honuraWe 
J and restored to every right. Having been dropped from 
army roll without a hearing, he clamored for a triat and had 
assistance of Henry Clay, then Senator from Kentucky; 
I Webster, Secretary of State, and Jno. J. Crittenden, at- 
v-generaU He was nnally granted a trial under court mar- 
ie court being composed of Brevet Major-Gen. Scott, and 
1.1 Brigadier-Generals Gibson and Towson, under general 
No. 28, May 12* ISyi, signed by Alexander MacmnK 
r-General Commanding. The finding of the court was a$ 

! Board is unanimously of opinion that as f Jen ten ant 

^as put out of service without his consent ; witlioiit trial 

Hit having committed any nailitary offense* he is now, 

1 in justice, entitled to be restored to the rank and sta* 

i^^iment ihat he wotikl have occupietl but for tlie aci 

ulhority.'* The President confirmed the findings of 

md Marcli 15, 1842, he was promoted to Captain bv 

hn Tyler. In this connection it is an inierestinff fact 

...at flnhp Spencer, a son of the Secretary of War, wlui was 

guilty of the persecution, was convicted by a court martial on the 

United States Rrig of War **Sonicrs," of mutiny with a view to 

piracy, and was hanged from the yard arm at sea December 1, 

1842. His confession embraced attempts at similar crimes alxiard 

the Corvette "John Adams." and the l»rig "Potomac." 

Capt. Drane was at one time an officer under Sam Houston, 
president of the Republic of Texas. He was adjutant-general 
under Gov. John Reynolds, of Illinois, in a campaign against the 
Indians in 1832. While a young lieutenant, he had charge of the 
building of the original Fort Leavenworth. Kans., and was later 
commandant at Green P>ay, Wis. He was in one of the bloodiest 
battles of the Seminole campaign in Florida, in which he served. 
In Marion county near Orange Lake, are the remains of oKl Fort 
Drane, which was named in his honor. 

Mr. Drane's father. Ossian A. Drane. who was a distinguish- 
ed physician, enlisted in the Confederate army and was commis- 
sioned Captain. He was unfortunate in being captured, however. 
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and was a prisoner of war much of the time while in service. He 
was a close friend of Edwnn Booth, who was his cousin through 
his mother's ancestrj'. His only brother, CapL J. Kent Drane, 
was a captain of artiller>* in the Confederate army. Both the 
brothers were educated at the Universitj- of N'irginia. 

Herbert Jackson Drane was bom at Franklin, Simpson 
county, Ky.. June 20, 1863, hi> parents being Ossian A. and 
Josephine F. (Dickey) Drane. In his early childhood he attend- 
ed a country school in Spencer count\', and the village school at 
Bloomfield. in Xelson count}'. As a youth, he attended the public 
schools at Franklin and Louisville and the Franklin Male College, 
a private institution which has now gone out of existence. He 
did not graduate, but left school when fourteen years old. and 
has been actively engaged in life's duties ever since. 

Seeking a change of climate on account of his health, he went 
to Bowling Green, Ky., thence to Kansas City, and worked until 
he was seventeen, when he secured emploxTnent as clerk with a 
large lumber concern at Xashville. Tenn. In a few months 
he was made their Georgia manager with headquarters at Macon, 
in which position he continued until they retired from business. 
When a little over twenty years old he came to Florida as a rail- 
road contractor, reaching here November 30. 1883. He was en- 
gaged in building what was then known as the South Florida Rail- 
road, and after establishing his camp found the site so beau- 
tiful that houses were erected and the location made permanent. 
Out of this railroad camp grew the town of Lakeland, and he 
can well lay claim to being the oldest inhabitant as he is now the 
only |)erson living there who came with the camp. He first en- 
gaged in the insurance business in 1884. and, while he has dealt 
very extensively in real estate, improving much of it. insurance 
has always been his principal business, and the one in which he 
has taken the most pleasure. His thorough knowledge of the 
business and his high standing have led to his being called upon 
to serve in numerous im|)ortant business capacities. I'nder Ciov. 
Jennings he revised and readjusted the fire insurance of the State 
as applied to State property. He was employed at the same time 
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spcct and value every parcel of State property. He was 
; author of the present uniform forms of State insurance* and 
vas also the author of several statutes, mostly relating to insor- 
ce that are now in force in the State. In addition, he has fre- 
ently represented the State in the adjustment of fire losses. His 
business affairs are in excellent shape and he has a large and 
^titable business. 
He has always been an active Democrat, though he is now out 
Dolitics personally, having no ambition in that line, and only 
resting himself in the cause of friends, and in aiding move^ 
^^s having for their object the improvement of general con- 
s and advancement of good government. He was engros*- 
erk in the Florida House of Representatives for many years, 
ii 1903 represented Polk county in the House, lie was ap- 
I by Gov. Jennings to membership of the commission which 
i-he new State capitol and Us name as, commissioner is on 
tr stone of that edifice. He was county commissionef 
county for a number of years, and in tht earlier days 
and served successively as treasurer, councilman, presi- 
dent of the council, and mayor. During his administration as 
mayor the first sidewalks were built in the town, and the first at- 
tempts were made to beautify the streets and park. The first 
shade trees were planted and the beautiful park of today is filled 
with the trees of his planting. While he was mayor the first manu- 
facturing establishment in the city was inaugurated, and the town 
was lighted for the first time with elecricity. 

Mr. Drane is a member of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
His fondness for good literature extends through the Bible and 
the English classics. He prefers poetry to prose, and does not 
care for light literature. He has served as correspondent for the 
leading State papers. He is a Knight Templar and Noble of the 
Mystic Shrine, and has taken the thirty-second degree in Masonry. 
He is also a member of the luvlependent Order of Odd Fellows, 
and of the Knights of Pythias. 

He suggests for the improvement of general conditions: 
"Take the corporation out of politics, and you will then find the 
State and the nation to be the most prosperous and happy of any 
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in the workL As kxtg as tfacv arc aQoircd to be mflnendal in poH- 
tics with their c uiiupUn g inflococes, we can not attain die highest 
degree of prosperitr or happiness.** 

Mr. Drane u-as marned December 31. 1885. to Mary S. 
Wright. popularly known to her schoolmates and teachers as 
"Ma>-me" Wright. She was a daughter of William and Francis 
Helen Wright, of Crawfordsville. Ind. They have had foar 
children, of whom three are living as follows: Ossian Wright 
Drane, Mabel Adrianne Drane and Helen Josephine Drane. 

Mr. Drane very justly takes pride in his work as a trustee 
of the State Eieemosj-naiy Institutions during the adrninistrati«i 
of Gov. Jennings. While engaged in inspecting State property 
at that time, he found that there was practically no fire protcctic«i 
and no fire escapes in use at the Hospital for the Insane, at Chat- 
tahoochee, and at the School for the Deaf and Blind, at St. Augns- 
tine. He at once took the matter up and made a very earnest 
statement, setting forth the lack of protection in these institutions 
where hundreds of helpless lives were at stake, and asked the 
State to make the necessary- appropriation to put in these neces- 
sar>' improvements. The governor was so impressed with Mr. 
Drane's recommendation that in his message to the legislature 
of 1903. he submitted the matter, and the legislature approving, 
the improvements were immediately begun. Fiom the Hospital 
for the Insane, at Chattahoochee, the work was continued to the 
Florida School for the Deaf and Blind, at St. Augustine, and has 
since been extended in lesser degree to other 55tate properties, 
so that in time, as Mr. Drane puts it, he e.xpects to see that "the 
little leaven has leavened the whole." 



^et^r Waltitn Sutler 

A native of Georgia who came to Florida to enter niKm hh 
s work and has won that distinction and honor in his profcii- 
I, of which his record at college gave promise is Peter Wal- 
i Butler, of Leesburg. In the practice of medicine and in the 
ug business. Dr. Butler has met with gratifying success, and 
h professionally and commercially has firmly established him- 
in the high esteem of his community. Dr. Butler was bom 
Ldison, Morgan county, Ga., April 4, 1856, his parents Ijt- 
ivid E. Butler and Virginia T. (Walton) Butler, both ot 
^ well known Georgia families. His father wa^ a Baptist 
% and was for many years one of the leading workcn^ in 
lomination, taking a prominent part in educational nuttier^ 
•vl holding high rank in the Masonic fraternity. He wa?^ hon- 
ored by his fraternity with the position of Grand Master of Geor- 
gia Masons, while his prominence in his church was recognized by 
his being chosen as presiding officer of the Georgia State Baptist 
Association, and his interest and influence in educational affairs 
was attested by the fact that he was president of the Board of 
Trustees of Mercer University, the greatest denominational edu- 
cational institution in the State. 

Dr. Butler received his early training in the primary schooU 
at^Madison, Ga. Later he attended Mercer University and grad- 
uated from that institution in 1877, having taken the literarv 
course and receiving the degree of A.B. After his graduation 
from Mercer, Dr. Butler engaged in teaching at Madison and So- 
cial Circle, Ga.. during a period extending from 1877 to 1882. It 
was while he was engaged in this work that Mercer Universitv. 
in 1881, conferred upon him the honorary degree of A.M. In 
1882. Dr. Butler began the medical course at the Southern Medical 
College, in Atlanta, Ga., and won first honors in the class of 
1884. in which he graduated, and of which he was valedictorian. 
The degree of M.D. was, of course, conferred upon him, and he 
removed to Florida to engage in the practice of his profession, lo- 
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: at Leesburg in October, 1884. Ho^ he has made his hoine» 
and met with die highest degree of success. Prote>stoiially« in a 
bosiiicss way. socially and personally, his standing is of th^ 
highest 

Dr. Biitler was married Jime 17. 1891. to Louise Goodwin 
PoweiL a daughter of Thomas E. Powell, of Kentucky and .\la- 
baxna. who was a Iieutenant-<olonei in the Confederate annv ami 
served on Gen. Joe Wheeler s staff. Her mother was Rebecca 
< Winston ) Powell, a native of Virginia. 

Dr. Butler is a Democrat and rendered his people cv>nspic- 
nous service as a member of the Florida State Senate from V>00 
to 1904. 

In addition to his practice and the dnig bushiess, l)r, lUUler 
is the owner of the Leesburg Telephone Exchange^ and duriu|; 
the early part of 1908, purchased the Mote Block at l-eesbi^rg. 
In conjunction with others, he has been very active in seci^rin^j 
forty to fift>- miles of good roads in the vicinity of LceMbnri^. 

Before the 'big freeze/* in the palmy days of that seinion» he 
was prominent in development of the country through Inuldlny 
and loan association work. 

From present indications, if he lives out liis thrcr <Ci»ir a\m\ 
ten years, he will see a development in his section thttt rvrn UU 
mo<t sancjiiine dreams have not anticipated. 



In large cities having adequate water supply few of tbost 
. witness the flow of clear fresh water ever gi%^c a thought to 
source of supply or to the method by which it is obtained* 
se are problems, however, which have been solved by master 
inds, and their very solution is the prerequisite to f^atisfactioa 
this branch of municipal service. Before a ]n\K is laid, the 
rce of the supply must be decided upon, and then grades tre 
and pressure calculated, in order that siiflicicnily heavy 
may be used. And then comes the question of distribuiiofi 
future needs of the city to be considered* After thb the 
ire drawn with pipes threading the various streets reaching 
"^h the confines of the city limits with the regularity and 
less that the arterial system extends to the limits of the 
. Sewerage systems are plaimed with the same rare 
lion of detail to requirements. Necessarily the greatest 
^are must be exercised in engaging a man to formulate these plans 
as well as to accurately execute them. When Jacksonville's fir;^! 
water system was inaugurated the city was fortunate in securing 
the services of a skilled and thoroughly competent engineer whose 
ability was proven by the splendid plant which he installed and 
which served with the utmost satisfaction until the phenomenal 
growth of the metropolis rendered the system inadequate to the 
needs and an entirely new system on a greatly enlarged scale was 
installed. Again were the services of the original builder secured 
and it is simply a bare statement of facts that the splendid water 
works, sewerage and electric light plants of the city and their sat- 
isfactory condition and success are due to the competency and 
faithful work of their designer and builder, Robert Naudain Ellis. 
He has been a resident of Jacksonville, with a brief intermission 
since 1872, and during a greater portion of the time has devoted 
his talents to the service of the city, being now and for many 
years past engineer of the board of bond trustees. 
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Mr. Ellis is of English and Huguenot descent. The Ellis 
family was English, William and James having come to America 
in the latter part of the seventeenth century, and located in North 
Carolina. William Ellis's family later removed to Virginia, where 
they made their home ior many generations, and where the fa- 
ther of the subject of this sketch, Dr. James E. Ellis, was a promi- 
nent physician for many years, and one of the leading citizens of 
Fredericksburg. On his mother's side he is connected with the 
Naudaiiis, a well known French Huguenot family that located in 
Delaware, in the early days. His grandfather, Arnold Naudain, 
served his State as a member of the United States Senate. 

He was born in Fredericksburg, Va., January 6, 1843. His 
parents, James E. and Elizabeth Naudain Ellis, removed to New 
York when he was a small child, and he received his education 
in the public schools and in the Academy of Fergusonville. He 
studied civil engineering under private instruction, and completed 
the course in 1858. His first employment was a^> a draughtsman 
for the Baldwin Locomotive Works, in Philadelphia, upon which 
he entered in 1859. After about two years of service in this ca- 
pacity, he secured an appointment, in 1860, in the engineer corps 
of the United Statef^ Navy. He saw service during the war un- 
<Ier both Farragut and Porter, and was in most of the important 
naval battles, both on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. He was 
captured at Galveston in January, 1863, but was held prisoner 
only a few months before being exchanged. He remained in the 
naval service until 1867, when he resigned and removed to Flor- 
ida, locating at Orange Mills, in November, 1867, and engaging 
in orange growing. 

He came to Jacksonville in 1872, and again took up his pro- 
fessional work as civil and mechanical engineer. In 1873 he 
formed a partnership with A. E. McClure, which continued until 
1888, the firm of Ellis and McClure engaging in architectural and 
engineering work, their services being in demand on important 
contracts in adjacent States as well as Florida. 

Mr. Ellis was employed by the bond trustees of Jackson- 
ville in 1879, to draw the plans for the water works and sewerage 
sytems, and he was superintendent of construction of both these 
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important piiblic improvements, which he successfully ami ^tis- 
factorily installed. He remained in active charge of the water 
works sysitcm until 1891. In 1886 he was formally made city cti- 
gineer, being the first salaried official in this position. He retire*! 
from the position in 1891, and became interested in the phosphate 
industry, near Barlow, designing, building, and until 1895, ojierat- 
ing. the National Peace River Phosphate plant. Soon after his 
return to Jacksonville, in 1895, his services were again called into 
requisition by the city» which had known such phenomenal growth 
as to rdquire a new and mucli more extensive system of water 
works. He not only drew the plans for the splendid system now 
giving such adequate and satisfactory service, but was in active 
charge of the execution of his ably devised plans. He gave hi* 
personal attention to every detail of construction, and the result 
is that no city in the South has a better system, and few have so 
good. He has been engineer for the board of bond tru?-tees^ s^ince 
1895. He has also extended the sewerage system and the electric 
light plant to meet the future as well as the present needs of t}»e 
city. He is a leading and influential member of the Jack.^inviUe 
Board of Trade » and takes an active interest in all public matters. 

He is an earnest advocate of the improvement of the inland 
waterways, and of the building throughout the State of good pub- 
lic roads. In politics, he is a Democrat, and religiously, a com- 
municant of St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church, and a mem- 
ber of the Church Club. He is also a member of the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows. 

Mr. Ellis was married in 1873 to Frances McClure, a daugh- 
ter of Rev. Edward and Mrs. Sarah McClure. They have had 
seven children, of whom six are now living, as follows: Robert 
N., Clarence H., James E., Frank H., A. Wright, and Florence 
M. Ellis. 
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Public service corporations have, during the past few years, 
been the subject of much criticism on the part of the press and 
public. In many cases these criticisms have been wholly deserved, 
in some cases only partially, and in some cases the companies 
have so lived up to both the letter and the spirit of their obliga- 
tions as to entitle them to public commendation and liberal sup- 
port. 

In this last class comes the Tampa Gas Company, and for 
both its organization and policy the Tampa Gas Company is in- 
<lebted to one man who, during the period of his entire residence 
in the State, has given himself with single-hearted purpose to the 
building up of a corporation which would give lo the people of 
Tampa good service at a fair price and return a reasonable profit 
to its stockholders. 

Frank Bruen, secretary and manager of the Tampa Gas Com- 
pany, was bom in Rockford, Illinois, on December 17, 1857. His 
father, Augustus Bruen, was a well-to-do farmer and merchant, 
and was a direct descendant of a well known New England min- 
ister of the same name, who came to this country from England 
in 1632. His mother, Mary Bingham, was from Danbury, Con- 
necticut, and was of the same Xew England stock as his father. 

Young Bruen grew up in Rockford, and obtained a good 
common school education in the public schools of that city. When 
eighteen years old he entered the banking business as assistant 
cashier of a bank in a small Wisconsin town. The responsibili- 
ties imposed on the youth while serving in that capacity gave him 
a training which was to prove useful in later life. In 1886 he 
became a stockholder and cashier of the bank in Aitkin, Minne- 
sota. In 1887 he moved to Minneapolis, and engaged in buying 
and selling western securities until 1894. In that year he be- 
came connected with business interests in Tampa, and impressed 
with the opportunities of that growing city, he decided to make it 
his home. Quick to grasp the salient points of a business situa- 
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he recognized the necessity of a gas plant for tlie growing 

1. It was remote from the supplies of raw material, the cost 

manufacture was an uncertain quantity, and the demand was 

created in toto. Undeterred by the obstacles in the way, 

uen organized a company, erected a plant with a capacity 

000 cubic feet per day, and went on a hunt for customers. 

Y 18th, 1896, the plant w^as ready for business. At the end 

* year the company had one hundred and fifty-two regtdar 

jmers, and the city had installed two hundred and ele%'en 

lamps. Then followed five years of heart-breakin|r toil 

leady losses. The regidar consumers increased so *lowly 

the end of six years the company could count only 35 S. 

Bnien possessed less personal determination, or less faiUi 

a, he woidd have abandoned the experiment which Itad, 

*ars, only a record of losses. 
— le bright spot in these dark years was the undiminished 
md steady support of his stockholders. Duritig^ all 
^ears the company bad, in addition to the payment oi 
^i«i4icnise tax, given the city more than the contract called for. 
then the tide turned and in 1902 the capacity of the plant was 
doubled. This increase promptly proved insufficient, and in June, 
1904, work was commenced on a complete new plant with a ca- 
pacity of 400,000 cubic feet per day. This work completed, the 
company had a modern, thoroughly equipped plant, equal to any in 
the country. In 1896 the output w^as 4,300,000 cubic feet. In six 
years the output had climbed to 12,000.000 feet only, but in the 
next five years it jumped by leaps and bounds, until 1906 showed 
an output of 37,000,000 feet. 

A feature of the plan is the careful provision made for the 
health and comfort of employees, and every safety device known 
has been installed. In the meantime, Mr. Bruen had been for 
three years at work on a profit sharing plan l^etween the company, 
the employees and the consumers. The plan, simple in its com- 
pleted details, called for enormous labor, and had to be worke<l 
out to the smallest detail for a period of ten years. When sub- 
mitted by Mr. Bruen to the stockholders it was at once accepted, 
and was inaugurated on January 1st, 1907. The basis of this 
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plan is that all faithful employees, and all r^ular cxmsnmers, 
whose bills have been paid by the tenth of each month are given a 
share of the profits as though they were stoddiolders, and when 
the books are closed at the end of each year, a dividend check is 
sent to each of these employees and steady consumers. A rather 
unique feature of the plan is that to private residences the divi- 
dend check is made payable to the lady of the house. Needless to 
say, the idea is very popular. 

Fourteen years of his life Mr. Bruen has g^ven to this en- 
terprise. He has piloted it through years of doubt and adversity 
into the secure harbor of prosperity', and in so doing has earned 
good will for his company, and the warm persona! regard of the 
community for himself? 

Mr. Bruen married Miss Kate Kemper, daughter of John 
and Elinor (.-Vdams) Kemper, of Tallahassee. 

In local politics Mr. Bruen is a Democrat, and in national 
matters, a Republican, which combination is now quite common 
in the South. He has held several city offices, among them presi- 
dent of the council. In the Chamber of Commerce he is a highly 
valued member, and has contributed much to the improvement 
of Tampa, of which he is now one of the "old guard.*' 





SJtUtam ^ptmtv 3nrban 

Among the men who have given the best year^ of their liv€<, 
aucl their earnest^ faithful endeavor to the atlvancement of the 
State of Florida, none have worked harder, or with more single- 
ness of purpose than William Spencer Jordan, who is recogni^ecl 
a& one of the most prominent citizens of Jacksonville. 

Mr; Jordan*s career has been typically American, and is the 
sort of life that has made America, and the Sonth in particular, 
what it is. The greatness of a State is only the combined great* 
nc&s of its citizens, and the nien whose lives are lived in the best 
way possible to them, and for the goo<l of all concerned, are the 
ones to whom the meed of praise must be given. 

William Spencer Jordan was born on August 5th* 185 J, at 
Ouincy, Ciadsden connty, Florida. His father was John f\ Jor- 
4 Ian, a stnrdy, self-reliant man who asked no favors from any 
ttne, and who passed his entire life working for his family and 
the comna unity in which his fortune was cast. That he wai* not 
able to pile up great hoards of this w^orld's go<>ds was perhaps 
more due to his adherence to other standards than those of niere 
money making, than to the lack of ability on his part. 

His mother was Sarah Gunn, who was also a native of this 
State, and was one of those noble, self sacrificing American moth- 
ers, who have never been surpassed by the women of any nation 
or any age, in their devotion to home and duty. 

Mr. Jordan did not enjoy the advantages of a collegiate edu- 
cation, as stern necessity compelled him, at the age of sixteen, to 
face the world and earn not only his own living, but also to help 
with the burden of the home. 

His first employment was with the railroad which is now 
known as the Seaboard Air Line, but which, as Mr. Jordan himself 
put it, "used to change hands every time the moon changed." He 
was in the employ of this road continuously from 1869 to 1903, 
at which period he left the railroad to enter the insurance field, 
where he has made a permanent success. 







^^^ 6. >c >- A 



..il'. v ■ 

I . • . 

■ , I ■ • ■ .i' . 

■ i ■ ■■* !: 

■1 • ■ . .•.!■!:. 

. I r ■ . i-i 1.1 . 



• ■; ■ v\ ■■ . ;■ ■ • 






l.i.r ■ 



.«■ '■ 



< . ■. . . • \ . 







PUBLJC LiBRAfsY 






^ 



William Spencer Jordan. 2S5 

Mr. Jordan's early life was spent at Madison, Florida, to 
which place he removed in 1873, remaining there until 1902, From 
there he removed to Jacksonville, where he has resided ever since, 
and where he has built up an extensive business, being recc^ized 
as one of the leading insurance men in the State, and an authority 
on all matters pertaining to fire insurance. 

On the 27th of November, 1877, Mr. Jordan marrieil Miss 
Blanche Bunting, a southern lady whose home was in Madison, 
and the result of the union is two children : one of whom. Chan- 
dler S. Jordan is associated with his father in business, and the 
other. Miss Lalla \\ Jordan, is a chamiing and attractive young 
lady, who holds a high place in the social life of Jacksonville. 

Mr. Jordan served his native State in the Legislature in 1899 
and 1900, and retired from the political arena, owing to the pres- 
sure of other affairs which necessitated his close attention and 
made it impossible for him to devote his time to anything except 
his own business. His record in the Legislature is as clear as it 
is in every other line of endeavor to which his talents and restless 
activity have called him. 

He is a member of the Masonic Order, Knights of Pythias, 
and an Elk of high standing. He has held important offices and 
has been the recipient of high honors in each of these orders. 

Mr. Jordan numbers among his friends a goodly number 
of the entire ix)pulation of the State, as his life and various activ- 
ities have taken him into every nook and corner of the Land of 
Flowers. He is a straight, up-standing business man of the class 
that make themselves felt in any community by sheer force of 
character, and who will always forge ahead no matter what the 
obstacles. 

He is honored and respected for his integrity and worth, 
and his popularity is well deserved. 




Not every tnan knows for what work he is best suited, Manjr 
men are simply the creatures of environment and» drifting into, 
remain in whatever employment they take up as a beginning m 
life. Others rise superior to environment and simply accept and 
use the original start as a stepping stone to something better. 
Opportunity docs not find it necessary to arouse them from shnn* 
ber, but is sought and recognized when found, and seized upon 
and made the most of. And thus success is achieved. One of 
Bartow's most prominent lawyers and prosperous substantial citi* 
tens, Clarence Alexander Bos well, began life as a flagman on a 
railroad, but he aspired to better things and attained them* He 
has won high place in his profession, and been honored by Wn 
people with places of honor and trust, both as a citizen and in a 
professional capacity. Fortune has smiled upon his efforts, and 
he not only has a large and profitable practice, but has .from hii 
accumulations made wise investments of a commercial and indus- 
trial nature which yield him handsome returns. 

Judge Boswell is a native of Lee county, Alabama, and was 
born October 12, 1869. His parents were William M. and Achia 
E. (Scott) Boswell both representatives of old families in Ala- 
bama. During his early years he attended the public schools in 
his native county, but in 1886 his father, who was a druggist, re- 
moved to Florida and located at Lakeland, where he finished his 
education in the public schools. When he had barely attained 
his growth he went to work for the South Florida Railroad Com- 
pany as flagman, and after a brief period of service was pro- 
moted. In 1890 he was made conductor, and filled that position 
most acceptably until 1891, when an accidental injury caused him 
to leave the employ of the company. He then took up the study 
of law, and was admitted to the bar at Bartow in 1897. He met 
with much encouragement from the beginning and was soon in 
control of a rapidly growing and profitable general practice. In 
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1898 he formed a partnership with Solon G. \Vils<m of Bartow, 
which has continued until the present time. In 1894 he was ap- 
pointed Mayor of Lakeland, and at the succeeding r^^ular elec- 
tion in 1895, was formally elected to that honorable office. He 
served in the office of Mayor until he was called to higher duties 
by his election as probate judge of Polk county. His removal to 
Bartow followed, and in 1900 he was appointed to the office of city 
attorney of Bartow, and since that date he has held this position, 
and at the same time engaged in the general practice of his pro- 
fession. He is a member of the State Bar Association, and is 
widely known as a man of abilit}* and learning. He has found his 
most helpful reading in the Bible and biographical and historical 
works. He is interested and an investor in numerous enterprises, 
being secretar\' of the Lakeland Clothing Company, of Lakeland ; 
secretary of the .Angle Furniture Company, of Bartow, and a di- 
rector in the Peninsula Railroad Company. He is a member of 
the Free and Accepted Masons, and has been Master of his lodge. 
He has also been honored by the Knights of Pythias, having 
served as Chancellor Commander of his lodge. He is a Democrat 
in politics, and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, lie believes that the most important need of the people 
in the way of legislation is the prohibition of the sale of intoxicat- 
ing liquors 

Judge Boswell was married September 22, 1897, to Susie H. 
Hoofl, daughter of William and Martha Hood, of Bartow. They 
have had three children, of whom two are living, as follows: 
Clarence A. Boswell, Jr., and Martha Boswell. 




WtUtam Jottttsan Warhtn 

Williani Johnson Forbes, a well known and successful mer- 
it of Pensacola, was born in the county of Conecuhp Alabaxna, 
une 22, 1862. His father, Dr. S. S. Forbes, was a worthy 
$ician of Alabama, who practiced for seventeen years in that 
tc, and later in ^lihon, Fla.» where he died in i885» having 
id a useful and fruitful Ufe, In 1853 Dr. Forbes was pfnil^ 
^ from the Albany Medical College, in New York, and in 
he married .Miss Sarah S. Johnson, of North Hat ley, Can- 
; lady of rare attainment.^ who had received a thorough edu* 
11 NewburyiJort College, Vermont. The family of Forbr* 
by three brothers, originally emigraled to this couu- 
otland and settled in Connecticut in 1650, Here ihey I 
i» considerable influence. All the Forbes of this country \ 
iirectly back to these three brothers. Froui one of them^ 
..iuse name was Dr, S. S. Forbes, our subject, William JohnsoiL^ 
Forbes, is descended, 

Mr. Forbes has been in the mercantile business since 1880. 
when he entered a small country store as clerk, and from which 
humble position he rapidly rose by 1889, to the important one of 
partner in the well known firm of Johnson and Forbes, at Pensa- 
cola. the city he had chosen for his permanent residence. Ten 
years later the partnership of Johnson and Forbes was dissolved, 
the business reorganized, and, under the directio.i oi Mr. Forbes, 
a new enterprise was launched, under style of W. J. & B. Forbes, 
Department Store. Bleecker Forbes, a first cousm, being his 
new partner. 

The retirement of F. C. Brent from the presidency of the 
First National Bank, the leading financial institution of Pensacola. 
entailed several changes in the bank. \V. H. Knowles, who had 
been vice-president, became president in Mr. Brent's place, and 
W. K. Hyer, who had been cashier, was promoted to be vice- 
president in place of Mr. Knowles. This left the position of 
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cashier vacant, and this potsabnc json^ m 
he, with his partner, Mr. 




1908, to dispose of their bcjintp^ 

partment, which was to be cananrryL rains' He Txsaasafpa 



Mr. Bleecker Forbes, and lo bt cnac^L Tn*~ irr-^^m 
ried into effect, and Mr. \V. j. ?:in»?r at jht j 11 2**l* 
cashier of the First Xatk«sal l;aiik„ viiizr i#LT5iiiin » *- ^imj: 
with eminent satisfaction. 

The Democratic party is liie cmt i: vhiri. %r Jinas- jsar 
aUied himself, and thoc^ he take^ xc ^rzn^ nosy^s: it id -^«^ 
concerns the pohtical welfare of ihc ctnnii: * . se: Ja^ itx iegrr an 
office seeker. 

Mr. Forbes is well informed, keejang x^' irrir r^:gic. «Teii:=. 
through the magazines and the daily press. His eacriy eoacariaa 
was limited to the graded schools of Florida, bm he has ax 
allowed the lack of a college education to bar the way lo success. 
Active and alert, he has not been slow to utilize the opportuni- 
ties which have come to him. Contact with men, reading and ex- 
perience, have given him a breadth of view and liberality of 
thought not to be had from the schools. 

Early in life, Mr. Forbes was confirmed in the ICpiscopal 
Church, of which he is still a regular attendant. Mis social stand- 
ing is indicated by the fact that he is a member of the C)Ncrola 
and the Country Clubs, and is connected with several other inHtitfi- 
tions of standing. 

His marriage to Miss Ina .Nfalxrl CaM.% tm I't^itruury H, \Wf-,, 
united him to a well known family, ^fj^ t>cffi^ a ^U$H0ii^f of Mt 
J. R. Ca<e. a «^ucce«^vful l/tc^jn^-v^ rrjain. Of ihf^^ ^UMf^u St^/fu 
to them, two are livinjf. viz. : Iratikliuj .^r^itiS^sM ^fi*'*)y^ /*i^f -■ vVI 
and Dorothy Ina. a fi\t'y:^r^jV: 4ji\Ja^J«t>^ 

Ivnie hfe, ?Jr Y^fC^j^ )^ «ii ♦-/4(Hi»V** "-'^ i*'W ■* '^^'^^-^ '/ ^-/^-/f 



Sastpl} Ifallrtt lurrcu^liB 

When a man has made good himself and has won a high and 
honorahle &tation among useful and successful men, it is not 
unfitting that he refer to those of his ancestors who have helped 
to make history, who have fought the nation's wars and helped to 
write her laws, who have been prominent in the professions and 
in politics, or won honors and distinction in any of the varioiis 
arts of peace or war. In the old world people are less nomadtc. 
Families live in a given station for generations after generatiani, 
and century after century, and the family traditions are discui^J^d 
and known to all. In free America, how^ever, with its vast ex- 
panse of territory the reverse condition is all too often true. Fam- 
ilies break up and become widely separated. One branch of the 
family retains the records, atid the others in a generation or *o 
are ignorant of their family history » possibly beyond the given 
names of their grandparents. It is, therefore, refreshing and 
very exceptional to find complete family records extending back 
over a periotJ of six centuries, and such as is in the possession of 
Joseph Hallet Burroughs of Jacksonville. However, the family 
has had an exceptional history in the number of prominent men 
given to the world, whose names live in history, just as Mr. Bur- 
roughs himself is an exceptionally successful man. Beginning as 
a railroad clerk, he rose to be an auditor of freight accounts for a 
great system before he retired from railroad life to engage in com- 
merce. It is sufficient to say that he has important official con- 
nection with three great and prosperous enterprises, any one of 
which would be sufficient to engross the time and attention of the 
average business man. 

Few families in the country can trace their ancestry as far 
back as can Mr. Burroughs. The first American ancestor was 
named John Burroughs, and that John was a family name is 
shown by the fact that it is found in English history John Bur- 
roughs a divine who died in 1386, a D.D. of Cambridge, who 
was appointed chancellor of his university in 1384. Another John, 
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a Benedictine who flourished m 1340, was the author of some 
books of travel. It is of record that "The first attempt to readi 
China by this route (Nova Zembla) was made by the Muscovy or 
Russian Company, in 1553, under Sir Hugh Willoughby, in three 

ships The third ship under command of Capt, Stephen 

Burroughs, with Chancellor, reached the White Sea safely and 
oxnmercial relations were establishing with Russia. In 1556 Capt 
Stephen Burroughs had chief command of another expedition. 
He doubled Cape North, touched at Nova Zembla, discovered the 
Island Wygatz and Wygatz Straits, which separates Nova Zembla 
from the then supposed continent, and reached North latitude 
seventy degrees and three minutes — a higher point than had been 
reached by any previous navigator. He was the first who ob- 
served the declination of the magnetic needle. He returned to 
England and published an account of his observations." 

The Coat of Arms granted by Queen Elizabeth in 1586 is 
"Azure, a bend wavy argent between two Fleurs de lis ermine." 
This was granted to William Burroughs, Esq., clerk and comp- 
troller of the Queen's Navy, son of Walter Burroughs, descended 
from the Burroughs of Northam, near Barnstable, in the county 
of Devon, and whose grandson, Sir John Burroughs, was ap- 
pointed keeper of records in the town of London in 1623. The 
Earl Marshall, to whom he was secretary, appointed him herald 
extraordinary, and he was later made king of arms at Arundel 
House in the strand. He was knighted July 17, 1624, and in 1634 
was made garter principal. He attended his sovereign, Charles I, 
when he went to Scotland to be crowned in 1633. His son, John, 
was knighted by Charles II. The family has continued to reside 
in London, and one of its members, Silas M. Burroughs, is the 
head of the largest drug house in the world — Burroughs, Well- 
come and Co. 

The first member of the family who came to America was 
John Burroughs, who was born in Dorsetshire, in 1617. He 
was a member of the Long Parliament, which was dissolved by 
Cromwell, and with many others, fled from England to escape 
religious prosecution. He landed at Salem, Mass., about 1642. 
He moved to Long Island, then inhabited by the Indians, and in 
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1652 was one of the original settlers of Middlcburg, scrrtng for 
a time as town clerk and clerk of court. He was one of scveo 
patentees of Newtown, in 1666, was towti clerk for eleven ye^u->. 
and at his death, in 1678 (his will Is on record), he was snr- 
ceeded by his son, who held the office for many years. Hi^ imm* 
jly continne in \ew York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania aotl Ctm- 
necticut. 

Benjamin Bnrroughs, the great great great grandson of John. 
and the great grandfather of Joseph Hallett Burroughs, was ibe 
first members of the family to come Sonth, He was bom at New* 
town, L, L, March 31, 1779. and died at Savannah. Ga., April 14, 
1837. He married Catherine Eirick, a daughter of Alexander 
Eirick; a member of the Colonial Parliament. Benjamin Bttr<^ 
roughs was prominent as a cotton and commission merchant, and 
was part owner of the steamship **Savannah,*' which inaugttrate*! 
ocean navigation by steam in 1819. The paddles were of can*^<v 
mith iron arms and wheels so arranged as to be easily dismounted 
permitting the use of sails or steam, as desired. He was a mem* 
bcr of tlie Independent Presbjterian Church, and gave $5«000 |« 
the building fund of his church in 1817. His eldest son w«f 
Joseph Hallett Burroughs, grandfather of the present Joseph Hal- 
let Burroughs, who was bom June 30, 1803, graduated at Yik 
and engaged in the cotton business with his father. He married 
Valeria Gibbons Berrien, who came of a family no less renowned 
and distinguished than his own. an old French family, whose an- 
cestral seat was Berrien, of Finisterre. Their ancestors were 
Huguenots, and during the civil wars of France were compelled 
to flee from their native land and take refuge in Holland. The 
first of the name to come to America was Cornelius Jansen Ber- 
rien, who settled in Flatbush. Long Island. N. Y., in 1669. His 
grandson, Cornelius, married Sarah Hellette. whence the famihr 
name Hallett is derived. His great great grandson, William Ber- 
rien, was Rector of Trinity Church. New York, for thirtv-three 
years, and ministered in the parish fifty-two years. 

John Berrien, a great great great grandson of Cornelius 
Jansen Berrien, lived at Rocky Hill. Sonierest county, X. T. He 
was one of the judges of the supreme court of judicature of the 
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Colony, and was on the committee of safety in 1775. It was in 
his home the historic "Judge Berrien Mansion/' on the sloping 
lawns of which were camped the patriots who had won the inde- 
pendence of the colonies that General Washington wrote, and on 
November 2, 1783, delivered his tender and loving farewell ad- 
dress to his army. Just two months previous in the same man- 
sion at which he was a guest, he had signed the treaty of peace 
with England. 

Maj. John Berrien, a son of Judge John Berrien, emigrated 
to Georgia in 1775. He had become an officer in the King's army 
at an early age, but when the colonies rebelled he resigned and 
was commissioned Second Lieutenant in the Continental army. 
Georgia was slow to rebel, but quick to raise troops after throw- 
ing off the yoke of the crown. On April 16, 1777, Lieut. Berrien 
was appointed aide-de-camp to Gen. Mcintosh, with the rank of 
Captain. When. Gen. Mcintosh was appointed to a command in 
the northern army, he selected Capt. Berrien as Brigade Major, 
and he joined the army at Valley Forge, and was conspicuous in 
the battle of Monmouth, where he was wounded in the head. He 
rendered many distinguished services, in recognition of which he 
was decorated by the hands of the immortal Washington with the 
"Eagle/' the emblem of the Society of the Cincinnati. A die 
made from it by Tiffany has been adopted by the Georgia Society 
as its Eagle, and the original decoration passed into the hands of 
Dr. Wm. Berrien Burroughs, of Brunswick, Ga., a great grand- 
son of Maj. Berrien. In 1784 Maj. Berrien was commissioned 
Captain of the first calvary company raised after the war, and 
this company, "The Liberty Independence Troop," is one of the 
oldest in America, having passed its one hundred and twenty- 
fourth year. He occupied numerous positions of honor and trust, 
and died in Savannah in 1815. His wife, Margaret McPherson 
Berrien, was a sister of Gen. Wm. McPherson, of Revolutionary 
fame, and of Capt. John McPherson, who fell at Quebec. Their 
son, John McPherson Berrien, graduated at Princeton; was re- 
corder of Savannah, solicitor-general. State judge. State senator ; 
L^nited States senator 1823 to 1829, and attorney-general in Presi- 
dent Jackson's cabinet. 1829 to 1831. The troubles in the cabinet 
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resulted in the resignation of the whole body, and he returned to 
Georgia, He declined a mission to England tendered by President 
Jackson. 

In 1840 he was again elected to the United States Senate* He 
was re-elected and served through a period of twelve years. He 
was a delegate to the Clay convention at Baltimore in 1844* He 
died in Savannah, January 1, 1856. It was his daughter, Valeria 
Gibbons Berrien, who became the wife of Joseph Hallett Bur- 
roughs, and their son. Dr. Richard Berrien Burroughs, was the 
father of Joseph Hallett Burroughs of Jacksonville, 

Dn Richard Berrien Burroughs was a native of Savannah, 
Ga,, and graduated from the University of Georgia in 1853, bein|^ 
a classmate of Gen John B. Gordon, He graduated at the Jeffer- 
son Medical College, at Philadelphia, in 1856, and prior to the 
Civil War practiced his profession at Tallahassee, Fla,, and in 
Camden county, Ga, Upon the opening of hostilities he entered 
the Confederate army as a surgeon, and was assigned to the sixty* 
third Georgia Regiment at Thunderbolt, near Savannah. Dcstr- 
iiig more active service, he was transferred in 1862 to the Fourth 
Georgia Cavalry, and with that famous regiment participated in 
the Atlanta campaign* He spent a considerable portion of the 
war period as surgeon with the gallant J. J. Dickison's command 
in Florida, and merited tribute to his services is paid to him in the 
history of "Dickison and his men." He performed numerous acts 
of daring and bravery that required an unusual quality of courage. 
At the battle of Jonesboro, Ga., he rode through a galling fire to 
where Capt. Wylly had fallen, shot through the neck, placed the 
wounded man on his horse, and on foot, succeeded in leading the 
horse to a place of safety. At the battle of Olustee he gave his 
horse to Col. Smith, whose mount had been killed, and during the 
remainder of the fight discharged his duties on foot. 

He resumed the practice of his profession after the war. In 
1869 he was a delegate to the National Convention at 
Louisville, and was the orator for his State at the 
banquet given to the convention in Cincinnati in 1870. He located 
at Jacksonville in 1880, and was for many years one of the lead- 
ing physicians of the metropolis. In 1885 Gov. Drew appointed 
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him chief surgeon, with the rank of major, on the staflf of Gen. 
C. W. Bird, and in 1892 Gen. J. J. Dickison appointed him sur- 
geon-general of the Florida Confederate Veteran^. At the request 
of a committee of citizens he wrote an eloquent and patriotic let- 
ter of condolence to Mrs. Jefferson Davis, upon the death of her 
distinguished husband, and it is published in the memorial vol- 
ume. In the medical profession he stood at the head. He was 
influential in establishing the Jacksonville hospital, and was for 
years chief surgeon of the Florida division of the Seaboard Air 
Line. He passed away September 11, 1901, at the home of his 
son, Joseph Hallett Burroughs, who was then living in Norfolk, 
Virginia. 

Joseph Hallett Burroughs was born at Tallahassee, Fla., 
January 23, 1858, his parents being Dr. Richard Berrien and 
Ella J. Burroughs, the former a native of Georgia, and the latter 
bom in Florida. His maternal grandmother was Ann Constant 
Maxwell, descended from one of the most famous of Scotch fam- 
ilies. She was a daughter of John J. Maxwell and Mary A. 
Baker. John J. Maxwell was son of William Maxwell, and Con- 
stant Butler. William Maxwell was son of James Maxwell, 2nd, 
and Mary Simmons. James Maxwell, 2nd, was son of James 
Maxwell, 1st, and Miss Audley. After a primary course in the 
public schools he entered Chatham Academy, at Savannah, Ga., 
from which he was graduated in June, 1876, with third honors in 
a class of eighteen. In January, 1877, he entered upon a work 
in which he was to win honor and distinction. He became clerk 
to the master mechanic of the Florida Central Railroad at Jack- 
sonville. In time he developed into an expert accountant, and 
was frequently advanced in position. His first promotion was 
to the position of clerk to the auditor, and then cashier. In 1882 
and 1883 he was cashier for the agent of the Plant System at 
Jacksonville ; from 1883 to 1884 he was joint agent of the Florida 
Central and Western Florida Transit and Peninsula roads at 
Baldwin. Fla. From 1884 through 1886, he was traveling auditor 
for the Florida Railway and Navigation Company. From Janu- 
ary 1, 1887, to June 30, 1900, he was chief clerk to the auditor 
for this company, and its successor, the Florida Central and Pen- 
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insular Road. When tliese lines were acquired by the Seaboard 

System, he was nxade auditor of freight receipts for the Seaboard 
Air Line Railway^ with headquarters in Norfolk, Va. He re- 
mained in this position until April, 1905, when he resigned and 
returned to Jacksonville to accept the presidency of the Southern 
Warehouse Company, In 1907 he was elected vice-president of 
the Xaval Stores Export Company, a vast commercial enterprise 
with headquarters in Jacksonville, and branch offices in seren 
other important centers. He is also secretary and treasurer of 
the Lester Clay Company, 

In his early life he was interested in military affairs. He was 
a charter member of the reorganized Jacksonville Light Infantry, 
and rose from private to lieutenant. He resigned in good stand- 
ing after a membership of several years, and is coday a member 
of the Florida National Guard Association. He is a member of 
the Free and Accepted Masons, of the patriotic order of the So- 
ciety of the Cincinnati, State of Georgia, and of the Florida 
Country Club, 

He is an honorary member of the Association of American 
Railway Accounting officers. In politics, he is a Democrat. He 
is a member of the Presbyterian Church, and for the past three 
years has been deacon and treasurer of the Presbyterian Church 
of Jacksonville. 

Mr. Burroughs was married October 15, 1885, to Mary Dick- 
erson Bernard, a daughter of Charles O. and Jane A. Holland 
Bernard, of Jacksonville. They have one son, viz. : Capt. Richard 
Bernard Burroughs, who is assistant instructor of mathematics at 
the Virginia Military Institute, at Lexington, Va. 

As advice to the young man ambitious to succeed, he sug- 
gests: "Strict business integrity. Honor and duty first in all 
things." 
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Blcccker Forbes, a cousin of William Johnson Forbes, was 
bom February 8, 1860, in Toledo, Ohio, and about the year 1888 
became a citizen of Pensacola, where he now resides. His father, 
Samuel F. Forbes, was a physician and surgeon, the youngest son 
of Guy and Harriet (Sage) Forbes, whose great-grandfather, 
Squire Forbes, of Litchfield, Conn., was among the first to de- 
velop the g^eat coal and iron industries of Pennsylvania, and was 
engaged in the manufacture of cannon for use of the armies of the 
American Revolution under General Wshington. His mother was 
Mary Jane deForest, eldest daughter of Hon. W. H. deForest, of 
Kingston, Ulster county, N. Y. 

He was educated in the public schools of Toledo, and in 
Detwiler Mercantile College, of that city, from which he gradu- 
ated in 1877. From 1878 to 1886 he was employed in the service 
of the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway, spending 
the two succeeding years in the United State Railway Mail Ser- 
vice. On his removal to Pensacola he became interested in the 
hardware business, first as clerk in and manager of the hardware 
department of the old firm of Johnson & Forbes, and later as a 
partner of his cousin in the W. J. & B. Forbes department store, 
organized in 1899, in charge of its hardware department, and still 
later, in 1SK)8, they sold out the department store, except the hard- 
ware department, which was enlarged and continued under his 
management. His wife is Bessie, daughter of Dr. Solomon S. 
and Sarah Sophia (Johnson) Forbes, and they have no children. 

Mr. Forbes is a loyal and consistent Democrat m politics, 
member of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and a member of 
the Osceola and Country Clubs, the Dixie Gun Club, and the 
Young Men's Christian Association. He is also a trustee of Es- 
cambia Lodge F. & A. M.. president of the St. John's Cemetery 
Company, and a prominent member, or officer, in Escambia Lodge 
No. 15. F. & A. M., Mt. Horeb Chapter No. 6, R. A. M., Union 
Council No. 7, R. & S. M.. Coeur de Lion Commandery No. 1, 
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K. T., Omar Lodge of Perfeclion No. 8, A. A. S. R., all of Pen- 
sacoJa; and Jacksonville Chapter Rose Croix No, 2, Mcl^eait 
Council, Knights Kadosli No* 2, A. A. S, R,, Florida Consistory 
No. 2, 32^ K, C, C. H., A. A. S. R , atid Morocco Teniple, 
A. A. O, N. M. S.. of Jacksonville, FJa. 

Mr, Forbes is regarded among his associates and fellow citi- 
Eiens as a man of high moral and business cliaracter, and his 
twenty years of residence in Florida has been a period of con* 
stant and honorable advancementf In every business and social 
relation of life. 
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A descendant of early settlers in South Carolina, and of an- 
cestry that has helped make the history of the Palmetto State, 
himself a native of Florida, who by the faithful, intelligent dis- 
charge of duty has risen from the ranks to a responsible and 
honorable position in the service wherein he has found his life's 
work, the record of Walter Kennedy Haile furnishes incentive and 
inspiration and hope to the ambitious young men who would scale 
the ladder by which success in life is reached. Though he has 
scarcely reached the prime of life, Mr. Haile has, by his integrity 
and right living, won an established place in the business world, 
and is one of the clear, strong factors in the commercial life of 
Jacksonville. Several generations of the Hailes lived in and near 
Camden, S. C, and the family did much towards developing and 
enriching that section. Walter Kennedy Haile's grandfather at 
one time owned a gold mine near Camden, which is still profitably 
producing, but is now owned by northern capitalists. Among the 
better known members of the family are found the names of Gen. 
James Chestnut, member of Congress from Camden, and Colum- 
bus Haile, vice-president of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Rail- 
road. 

Walter Kennedy Haile is a son of Thos. E. Haile and Esther 
S. (Chestnut) Haile, who removed from South Carolina and set- 
tled in Kanapaha, Alachua county, Fla., in January, 1852. 

Walter Kennedy Haile was born at Kanapaha June 30, 1864, 
and received his early education in the East Florida Seminary at 
Gainesville, later attending the Virginia Military Institute, from 
which institution he graduated in the year 188^. He secured a 
position as clerk with the Southern Express Company at Cedar 
Keys, Fla., in 1884, and in the same year was made Express 
messenger on the Florida Railway and Navigation Com- 
pany. After two years of faithful service he was promoted to an 
important office clerkship in 1886, and a year later was appointed 
agent at Cedar Keys. Another promotion, this time to the place 
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of Route Agent, came in 1888. A superintendency was the next 
^cp upward, and when there was a vacancy of this character at 
Jacksonville, in 1^6, Mr- Haile*s ability and worth were recog- 
nized, and lie was appointed superintendent of the Southern Ex- 
press Company at Jacksonville, and has now held this important 
position of trust for something over twelve years. 

Mr. Haile was married to [pontine Lockelt, a daughter of 
Warren and Imogene Lockett, then of New Orleans, but now of 
Jacksonville, on March 10, 1887. They ha\^ one daughter, 
Gladys Haile, 

Mr. Haile is a Democrat in politics, and a member of the 
Episcopal Church, He finds recreation at the social clubs, and is 
a member of tlie Seminole Club and the Country Qtib, While 
the important interests placed under his immediate control demand 
much of his time, he is an active member of the Jacksonvillle 
Board of Trade, and takes much interest in every movement hav- 
ing for Its object the promotion of the material welfare of Jack- 
sonville. He has been on the Board of Governors and vice-presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade since 1902. He has interests in nu- 
merous corporations, and financial and other institutions. For 
three years he has served as director in the People's Bank and 
Trust Company. For two years he has been a director in the 
Florida Life Insurance Company. He is vice-president of the 
Metropolitan Investment Company, and also president of the 
Metropolitan Improvement Company. 

Historical works have always been a favorite line of reading 
with Mr. Haile. He is broad-minded, lil)eral and progressive, 
and believes in encouraging enterprise and attracting investment. 
He believes this can best be done by means of "liberal laws in all 
States for large corporations, inducing investments of capitalists 
in the States needing development, with national government su- 
pervision to a reasonable extent." 

From his personal experience he believes that it will be help- 
ful in every one's life to "be just and fair to all. Learn, first, to 
control yourself before attempting to control others. Always 
hear both sides of the question." 

Mr. Haile does not believe in sumptuary legislation, and con- 



") 



w 




siders it useless to juniijg T£ 
into people. He 
happiness will be ^ 
best efforts to stop i 
people freedom and triBS, tl uMnziML itssist aaxr: ^wt r^iiessfisia 
for guidance, mslead of irjiu g tt £1 TJat yssssEsarrxr iir±t -rtogg:^ 
ors of State laws. Tht uidiujL ' j ggg^arrrPT: *r -cwaar ^aistsarrcr 
to place restridiaDS cm -fir fesmis: Ibc w!n» -at*^ rtfflR=sw«s« 
by the framcrs of cnr ^Tjpsinni ioc -J *tiE-::r?i^ ^r isfilr 
needed for the devekwimcn: i«: ix -r .^azi r ; irp;: *:3Urtrr -r, q^^ -n^^ 
merous penalties tbatt liat jwKmrjr j: vrrnai, -it -m. -fir TTAiirr 
Governmental ^.tip er ii skg ?? ^w^ iPir irtnmrrf-ina '.-ifmacacnfi 
is ruinous.** 




Vdibttt ixu ^Bii 



n no field of human endeavor are its votaries more entitled 
with the true makers of America than those who devote 
es to the noble cause of education, for a cultivated mind 
:requisite to all improvement of the individual, as well as 
development of the race, and promotive alike of the best 
sits of the State and nation. Among those who arc crti- 
their highest faculties and undivided energies in this 
jf activity in Florida, and who richly merit notice in 
of America, is the subject of this sketch, 
^rt Eric Hall^ of Miami, leading educator and promt* 
en of Florida, was bom in Wakulla county, Fla., Janu* 
L He has been a resident of Dade county since 190 L 
Mr. Hall is of English ancestr>% and a descendant 
1 of the American family of which Lyman Hall, a 
e Declaration of Independence, was an illustrious 
.liber. Mr. Hall's father was Rev. George Hall, a native of 
Georgia. He was a gallant soldier in the war between the States, 
enlisting as a private in the Fourteenth Regiment of Georgia Vol- 
unteers, in which command he served until the batife of Spottsyl- 
vania Court-house, where he was wounded and captured, re- 
maining in prison at Fort Delaware until shortly before the Appo- 
matox surrender. After the restoration of peace he removed to 
Florida, settling in Wakulla county, and later in Clay county, 
where he engaged in orange growing. The mother of Mr. Hall 
was Amanda Malvina (Mobley) Hall, whose family was promi- 
nent among the early Virginia colonists. 

Robert Eric Hall received his early training in the public 
schools of his native county, after which, in 1889, he beg^an his 
career as educator, his first engagement being that of a teacher 
in the public schools of Alachua county. At a later period he en- 
tered Gordon Institute, of Georgia, remaining there until 1896, 
when he matriculated at the celebrated National Normal Univer- 
sity, of Ohio, from which he graduated in 1898, receiving the 
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degree of Bachelor of English. Since that time his energies have 
been devoted to his chosen profession of teaching, for which he 
has proven himself eminently fitted, and in which he has attained 
to a large measure of success. Until 1904 he was a teacher in the 
public schools of Georgia, Alabama and Florida, a portion of the 
time being principal of some of the largest high schools. 

Truly, it is said that teachers, like poets, '*are not made, but 
born.*' This truism may be properly quoted with reference to 
Mr. Hall, for few men engaged in the honorable profession of 
teaching in Florida can be said to possess, in a higher degree, the 
qualities which combine to make a successful educator than does 
the subject of this sketch. The best recognition of his pronounced 
ability in this respect is found in the fact that he has been chair- 
man of the Florida Educational Association, in which position he 
served with marked ability, proving himself to be not only an ad- 
vanced scholar and profound student and thinker, Dut an organ- 
izer of superior talents. 

Particularly high as an educator does Mr. Hall rank in 
Dade county, the people of which elected him county superintend- 
ent of public instruction in 1904. So successfully in all respects 
did he serve the educational interests of his county in that capacity 
that in 1908 he was chosen for a second term. He now enjoys the 
distinction of being one of the ablest county superintendents in 
Florida. 

Mr. Hall is a great reader, and widely known for his studious 
habits, while he is a close student of Shakespeare and other clas- 
sics. His favorite studies are psychology and the works of Her- 
bert Spencer, to which, says Mr. Hall, every educator should 
devote much attention if he would fulfill the duty he owes to him- 
self and those whose minds he may be called upon to train for 
the higher activities of life. 

Feeling a becoming interest in whatever is promotive of the 
material interests of Florida and its inhabitants, Mr. Hall depre- 
ciates the prevalent unscientific methods of fanning and of hor- 
ticulture, and is an enthusiastic advocate of the mtroduction of 
the study of agriculture in the public schools. The best interests 
of the State would be advanced, he thinks, by the drainti^ of li 
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everglades, and he sees a pressing ne«d also for river 
narbor improvements. Mr, Hall owns a beautiful grape 
t grove near Miami ^ of which he is justly proud. This grove 
quipped with a complete irrigating system. 
Mr. Hall is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
is also identified with the Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent 
Protective Order of Elks, and the Masonic fraternities, in 
ittcr order holding the office of secretary of the Blue Lxxige, 
Priest of the Royal Arch Chapter, and Senior Warden of 
I Commandery. 
Mr. Hall possesses musical talent of a high order, and is the 
poser of the Biscayne Waltzes, published in 1906. His com- 
tion produced favorable comment from musical critics, and 
I larsne sale. 

5, Mr. Hall was married to Miss Lena Rogers,of South 
daughter of Winston and Elizabeth (Muldrow) Rogers. 
! of her marriage Miss Rogers was secretary to the 
liie South Carolina University, at G>lumbia. Mr. and 
ft one child, Winston Elizabeth. Mrs. Hall's, parents 
nuw nvmg on a large plantation in South Carolina, which 
was granted to the ancestors of Mrs. Hall by Charles 11, of Eng- 
land. 
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Dr. William Hanson, eminent physician and surgeon, Fort 
Myers, Lee county, Fla., was bom at Felstead, Essex county, Eng- 
land, October 6, 1842. He is a son of Rev. George L. Hanson, 
M.A., Vicar of St. Burstead. His mother was Fannie Jane Sur- 
ridgc. 

After the usual attendance upon preparatory schools in Eng- 
land, Dr. Hanson matriculated at Edinborough University, Scot- 
land, where he was educated, later studying medicine and surgery 
in that institution. He received his diplomas from the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians and Royal College of Surgeons in 1870. 

Dr. Hanson commenced his professional career in London, 
practicing there for ten years. Coming to America in 1880, he 
went first to Texas, where he engaged in the practice of his pro- 
fession with honor and credit. Though meeting with deserved 
success, he migrated to Florida for the sake of its superior climate 
in 1883, finally locating at Fort Myers. 

Although Dr. Hanson is the first branch of his family to set- 
tle in America, another remote branch settled in Maryland in 1658. 
two and one-half centuries ago. Many members of this family 
have within that period inter-married with some of the most 
prominent families. 

Dr. Hanson arrived in America, bearing the highest testi- 
monials from eminent members of his profession in England as 
to his being especially endowed with those faculties and talents 
that distinguish the eminent physician and noted surgeon. In 
Tendon he was one of the most successful pupils at Charing Cross 
Hospital, devoting himself with peculiar zeal to the acquirement 
of a sound knowledge of the several branches of his profession. 
Here he was awarded a high honorary certificate in the class of 
Pathology. 

Since residing in Florida Dr. Hanson's success in the various 
branches of his profession has been phenomenal. He is hold in 
great esteem by the members of his profession, and for the last 
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six years has been president of the Lee County Medical 
Society. 

Having never taken out his naturalization papers, Dr, Hanson 
is still a British subject, and therefore has never held any civil 
office in America. 

Dr, Hanson is a scholar of eminent ability and broad re- 
search. He is the author of numerous scientific articles, often 
appearing in the magazines and journals of his profession, and 
an occasional contributor to the daily press on matters of public 
interest* 

Dr. Hanson is a communicant in the Episcopal Church, of 
which he is an active and useful member. 

In London, at St. Paul's Church, in 1870, Dr Hanson was 
married to Miss Julia Allen, the daughter of George Frederick 
Allen, Esq., of Sydenham, Kent. Her mother was Maria Day, ^ 
and a member of one of the most prominent English families. f 

Although Dr. Hanson has devoted himself principally to the 
study of his profession and natural science, he is a profound 
thinker on all subjects concerning the welfare of society and his 
fellow men. A close student of political economy, especially in its 
application to our national welfare, he feels appalled in cfr^'T-rr 
plating the tremendous loss of Jife occurring annually in America 
by avoidable causes, believing, from the standpoint of national 
economics, that additional effort should be made to save the lives 
and usefulness of the half million of people who are killed and 
crippled annually in this country. Regarded merely as workers 
in the vast hive of human industry, he estimates this multitude to 
be worth ten thousand dollars per capita to the nation. He thinks 
at least fifty per cent of these accidents could be prevented, which 
would result in adding two and one-half billions annually to the 
nation's wealth. 

The Hanson Coat of Arms is as follows : Arms : Or, a chev- 
ron, countercomponed, argent and azure, between three martlets, 
sable. Crest : On a helm, a chapeau, argent ; lined argent : a 
martlet, volant, sable ; mantled gules, double argent. Motto : Sola 
virtus invicta. Certified by William Ryley, Norroy King at Arms, 
January 17, 1652. 
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SCQ5, iTxxn. cot cf mhzd 6t9!xsyzs d»e &a5§:Bi>he\i M^irt^irisl 
famibr of Hax^sco e: -\E5crxa- aod coe cf the ocfaer seci< mas the 
ancestor of Dr. WHam Haa&sccL of Lec»ioQ. who caanie lv> the 
United States in 18S) with hi? farniI"T. and settled Aree yeais 
later at Feet Mjer?, Lee coantr. Florida. 

The subject of the pcesetrt notice i> a grandsoD of EKiaheth 
Bnmne< of the Moctague Bromnes, of Sassex, Eng.V She was 
descended from Sir .\iith*.x:y Browne, standard bearer of Ei^ 
land in the reign of Henr\- VIII. He married Lucy Neville. 
<iaiigfater of the Marquis of Montacute. m ho rn^s descended frv«n 
John of Gaant, Duke of Lancaster, son of Eihvard IIL Sir 
Anthony Browne mas himself descended from Henry HL of Eng^ 
land, who mas, of course, a descendant of William the Conquer* 
or. Hence, through the Brom-nes, Fitzalans (Earls of Anmde\) 
and Plantagenets, Dr. William Hanson, of Fort Mj-ers, can claim 
unbroken descent, through his paternal grandmother, from WiK 
fiam the First, "The Conqueror,'' all of which is of record in the 
archives of the Heralds College at London. The present head 
of one branch of the English family is Sir Reginald Hanson, Rart» 
who represented the cit>' of London in Parliament in IgOL 

The Hanson arms arc ••hereditar>\" dating from the thir- 
teenth centur>% and certified to in 1652 as being correct by the 
then Xorroy King at Arms. 





Alua ^urtiB l|amhlui ^— 

In the picturesque little lovm of Jonesville, \'3L, on the ^8A.V 
day of October, 1859, Alva Curtis Hamblin virms bom to It M. 
Hanil)lin, a weU-tcKcio merchant, antl farmer, aii<i to MaLty Votflif 
Campbell, hb wife. In the eighteenth century, wltcn this couiitTy 
was new, and perils and hardships were on every hand, a family 
by the name of Hamblin took up a residence where the Red nan 
was an enemy, and insecurity and danger the conmioti feelia^ 
atnong the settlers. About 1780 the pcr\ading feeling of appre* 
hen^ton took definite shape, and the Indians s^urpri>ed the Hamb- 
lin family, killed the mother and other members of the famDy, 
huriml their bodies and departed, taking with them a four-year^ 
old boy, Champ, by name, whom they sold to the English officers, 
Murry and McGee, who were stationed at the line dividing the 
United States from Canada. The English officer?, were kind to 
the child, and kept him at the fort until he reached his sixteenth 
year* They gave him money, told him alt they had learned of his 
family from the Indians, and directed him how to proceeed iimtb- 
ward from a point now known as the great city, Detroit. From 
thence the boy traveled, uncertain upon every point of value to 
him as to where he could find any one of his own blood. After 
many weary weeks of journeying the young fellow reached a 
crockery furnace situated somewhere in Kentucky. He happened 
to relate his story in the hearing of some of the workmen, and 
immediately it was discovered that his brother, >^ho had survived 
the murder of the Indians, was working in the furnace. The boy 
at once went on his way to joint his father, Henry Hamblin, who 
had likewise escaped the wrath of the red man. For generations 
descendants of Henry Hamblin have lived and died at Jonesville, 
Virginia, where the subject of this sketch was born. Dr. Hamb- 
lin 's mother was a daughter of Joseph Campbell, and his wife 
Frankey Vermilion Campbell, of Rogersville, Tenn. 

On the eleventh day after he was born, Alva Curtis Hamblin 
was motherless. He was taken to the home of his grandparents 
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Campbell, and was tenderly reared by them until his tenth year 
when they too, died, leaving him to work his way upward. This 
he did on farms, in mercantile pursuits, and in teaching school. 
His one purpose during the development of his young life was to 
secure an education that would place him well in a profession. He 
had had a splendid foundation at the Jonesville Academy and 
the Tazewell College, where he graduated in 1880. 

His first establishment in his chosen profession, medicine, 
was at Cumberland Gap, Tenn., where he practiced for several 
years as general practitioner and surgeon. In 1900 he was appoint- 
ed county physician for Hillsboro county, Fla., a state he had 
adopted for his permanent residence. This office has control of 
the Emergency Hospital, where he has served satisfactorily for a 
number of years. Dr. Hamblin is at present president of the 
Hillsboro county Medical Society. 

His service to the state and to his fellowman has been val- 
uable, and he has won great popularity by his tstraight forward, 
direct methods and conscientious dealings with those with whom 
he is associated. 

In creed he is a Methodist. In practice he is a humanitarian. 
His political party is the Democratic party, and he is a valued 
member of the County, State and American Medical Association 
to which he contributes timely and thoughtfully prepared articles 
from time to time. 

Dr. Hamblin was married to Miss Ollie M. Parrott. daughter 
of Lipscomb and Rhoda Parrott, of Richmond Kentucky. He is 
the father of two living children, Frankey Hemdon, and Mi- 
nerva Parrott. One child died in ipfancy. 

Dr. Hamblin represents what is highest and best in manhood. 
He has been successful, and his success has been of his own mak- 
ing. 




A descendent of pioneer settlers of South Carolina, but a ni- 
€ of Alabama, who came to Florida seeking enlarged o|»porUi- 
iitics for the practice of his profession, in wl?ich he has attained 
an enviable degree of success, is Dr. William Henderson Howell, 
of Leesburg. Dr. Howell has always taken an active interest in 
politics, but has never sought any political position, having been 
cept too busy in responding to the call of duty as a physician and 
iurgeon. He has found time, however, to shape the policy of b^ 
irty and to serve his people in an executive capacity. 

Dr. Howell was born at Ramer, Ala., Jan, 10^ 1859< I Us 

■ents were John S. Howell, a skilled mechanic and manufacturer 

des and his mother Martha (Sweatt) Howell. His grand* 

lis on his father's side moved from Sumter, S. C, when his 

was a small boy, and settled in Montgomery coimty. Ala. 

> mother's father and mother went from near the same place 

and tlie former mingled with the Creek Indians, learning consttlcr* 

able of their language before they were driven from Alabama, and 

witnessing their final departure from that state for the West. 

Dr. Howell attended only the public schools of his native 
town. He received his medical education at Atlanta, (Ga.) Med- 
ical College, from which he graduated in 1882. Returning to his 
old home he entered upon his professional career and for several 
years enjoyed an extensive practice in and around Ramer. He 
enjoyed the distinction of being the first Mayor of his native 
town, and was sent as delegate from his county to the Democratic 
Convention several times between 1884 and 1894. In the latter 
year he removed with his family to Centre Hill, Sumter county, 
Fla., and after engaging in the practice of his profession for 
a while, removed from there to Leesburg in Lake county, where 
he has since made his home. Here he has met with splendid suc- 
cess in his profession and won a warm personal and political fol- 
lowing as well. He was a member of both the county and state 
Democratic Executive Committees from 1895 to 1902, and in 1906 
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was selected by the people of Leesburg as Mayor of the town. 
He has never sought any political position because of his active 
busy professional duties, but his personal popularity is rivalled 
only by his professional standing and the people of his community 
stand ready to award him every honor as a physician and as a 
citizen. 

Dr. Howell is the local surgeon of the Atlantic Coast Line 
Railway and is a member of the Association of the Atlantic Coast 
Line Railway Surgeons. He is also a member of a number of 
other professional associations and societies. He is president 
of the Citizens Bank of Leesburg, and a member of the Methodist 
church. 

Dr. Howell married Ella Wilson, a daughter of W. J. and 
Abrena (Cook) Wilson, and they have five children living, viz: 
Etta Elliott, Ella Bay, Martha Abrena, Mary Todd and William 
Wilson Howell. 

Two of Dr. Howell's brothers are prominent ministers. Rev. 
J. T. Howell is president of the Alabama Conference of the Prot- 
estant Methodist Church, while a younger brother, Rev. J. S. 
Howell, holds the same position in the Texas Conference. 

Dr. Howell is a Democrat of the old school. He favors a re- 
vision of the tariff, so that it become simply a source of revenue, 
and the great masses of the common people may secure the neces- 
sities of life without paying tribute to the protected few. He is 
an adherent to the cardinal principles of the Democratic party 
without any frills. He believes that every encouragement should 
be offered to the better class of immigrants to induce them to set- 
tle in the state and develop her rich resources, but he favors plac- 
ing a ban on that class which tends to the disorganization and dis- 
ruption of our institution. 

As to the methods of achieving success he suggests : "Hon- 
esty, economy and close application to business. I am a great be- 
liever in home study, and maintain that no man of good sense 
need go without an education, i. e., a useful one. Study at home 
and keep up with current events." 



S^xt^r ifmttFr 



Florida's wealth of timber resources have proven a fertifc 
field for the men of energy and enterprise who have devoted iheir 
abilities to developing them. Fortunes have been made by the 
dealer in timber lands, by the contractor who fellett the fone^lsi, 
by the saw mill men who manufactured the lumber and by the 
dealers in the manufactured product, while employment ha*^ been 
given to thousands of men, the heads of happy homes and the de- 
pendence to a certain extent of the commerce of the stale. The 
wealth thus created is well nigh inestimable, as is the prosperity 
brought about by its investment and diversion inio channels of 
tratle. The lumbermeii have played no small part in the W'-onder- 
ful development of the state, and prominent among the men of 
this industry is Dexter Hunter of Jacksonville, w^ho has made his 
home in the metropolis for over thirty years and prosj^ered in the 
Utmber business. 

Mr. Hunter is of Scotch and German descent, and possessd 
the qualities that mark both nations, He is energetic and indus- 
trious, intelligent and enterprising, thrifty and of the highest de- 
gree of integrity. He is a native of New York, having been bom 
at Valley Falls, Rensselaer county, N. Y., March 15, \S43, His 
parents were Gilbert Hunter and Eliza Ann (Myers) Hunter. 
His father, who was a lumber manufacturer, was of Scotch origin 
and his mother came of a German family. Mr. Hunter received 
his education in the public schools of his native county and first 
engaged in business as a lumber dealer in Albany, N. Y., about 
1868. He was successful in business and during the years he 
remained in his native state accumulated considerable capital 
which served him in good stead when he came to Florida in 1876 
and located at Jacksonville. Land and timber were then compara- 
tively cheap, and the industry was in the incipiency of its devel- 
opment. He realized the wonderful possibilities for the future 
and made wise investments, at the same time engaging in the 
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lumber business in Jacksonville. He is an experienced lumberman 
and made no costly mistakes. 

His business grew and prospered and his investments became 
enhanced in value and he is today one of the most prominent and 
well fixed men in the business. He is president of the Empire 
Lumber Company, and of the Hunter Lumber Company, in both 
of which he is largely interested, and besides has large invest- 
ments ill other industries and enterprises and in timber lands. 

Mr. Hunter was one of the founders, and the first President 
of the Seminole Ckib of Jacksonville, is a member of the Florida 
Country Club, and the Board of Trustees of St. Luke's Hospital. 
In poHtics he is a Republican with strong independent tendencies. 
He is a man of marked literary tastes and enjoy the classics and 
standard literature. He believes that Florida stands in need of 
a more rigid enforcement of the criminal law, and especially the 
enforcement of the penalty for the crime of muraer. 

Mr. Hunter was married February 12, 1872, to Margaret S. 
Williams, a daughter of William Hart and Margaret P. Williams 
of Albany. They have three children as follows : Dexter Hunter, 
Jr., Mary Seelye Hunter and Kenneth W. Hunter. 



tuQrnr &rflg l^utrhiuBuit 

Gadsden coiinly» for many years one of the leading agrkul- 
toral coontics in the fUtc, was in the early days tlie favorite lo- 
^a^dm for the wealthy planters who were large slave owners and 
sougfal big plantations suitable for the production of cotton, ti> 
bacco and oCher staple crops, Htrt they lived in ihe ease anrl lux- 
ury and amid the etivironments of cidtivalion that were charac* 
teristic of the best people in the South under the old regime. In 
recent years most of iJiese old plantations have been divided into 
small farms, that have bceii made even more productive. Many 
representatives of the old families remain, but many others have 
sought the acti^dties of the busy world of today, and have taken 
that position in the marts of trade and in the professions to which 
their breeding and their social .standing entitle them, for they are 
innately alert and imellectnal and all that was necessary was ap* 
plication. A native of Gadsden county descended from one of 
these families of aristocratic ante Ijellum planters, who is one of 
the most prominent riTv1 ^-Kcessfiil Inisiness men of Jacksonville, 
is Eugene LeRoy Hutchison. 

He was born in Gadsden county, Nov. 10, 1866, his parents 
being John L. T. Hutchinson and Sarah J. Larkin Ilutcliinson. 
His father was originally from Mississippi, wlicre his people 
were among the prominent planters and slave owners. His moth- 
er's people settled in Gadsden county more than seventy-five years 
ago and were also large planters and slave owners. His father was 
a veteran of the Mexican war. and participated in the history mak- 
ing battles in the Southern Republic. Both of Mr. Hutchinson's 
parents died when he was quite young and many of the family rec- 
ords have been misplaced, so that he is unfamiliar with the early 
details of the family history. He received his early education in 
the public schools of Gadsden county, and later attended the 
Quincy High School. He joined the Gadsden Guards and was 
first sergeant. He has always taken an interest in military af- 
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fairs, and was in 1899 appointed on the staff of Brigadier General 
C S. Harby, as aide-de-camp with the rank of captain. 

He began his business career in the progressive and enter- 
prising town of Quincy in the capacity of drug clerk in 1882. 
He remained in his home town 20 years, in 1887 engaging in bus- 
iness for himself and successfully conducting a general store, 
which proved so successful that he commanded sufficient capital 
to acquire timber and turpentine interests of a large value. He 
served as a member of the city council of Quincy four years and 
was treasurer and clerk of the town two years. 

Desiring to enlarge the field of his usefulness, in 1907 he re- 
moved to Jacksonville where he opened up in the wholesale shoe 
business, which he organized into a corporation under the style 
of Hutchinson Shoe Company, and which is among the largest 
wholesale dealers in shoes in the South. In 1907 he was elected 
vice-president of another large wholesale concern in which he is 
extensively interested, the Covington Company, wholesale dealers 
in dry goods. He has been uniformly successful and is one of the 
high standing, progressive and enterprising men of the state. 
Mr. Hutchinson still has valuable naval stores interests near St. 
Andrews, West Florida. He has recently organized and become 
vice-president of the Leon-Gadsden Tobacco Company (near Tal- 
lahassee), with a capital stock of fifty thousand dollars. He is 
prominent in club life, being a member of both the Seminole Club 
and the Church Club of Jacksonville, and the Elks Club of Talla- 
hassee. He is also prominent in the fraternal orders and is a 
Mason of high rank. He is a member of the Washington Lodge 
No. 2, of the Free and Accepted Masons of Quincy; of Florida 
Chapter No. 1, of Royal Arch Masons ; of St. Omer Commandery 
No. 12 of the Knights Templar of Tallahassee; of Morocco Tem- 
ple of Jacksonville of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; and was 
for two years District Deputy Grand Master of the third district 
of the Free and Accepted Masons. He is also a member of 
Quincy Lodge No. 22, of the Knights of Pythias and of Tallahas- 
see Lodge No. 937, of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks. He is a consistent member of the Protestant Episcopal 
church and in politics is a Democrat. 
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Mr, Hutchinson was married June 21, 1887, to Maggie E. 
Smith, a daughter of Captain A. W. and Florida Woodhcry 
Smith of Qiiincy, Fla. They have had six children, of whom 
three are living, as follows: Eugene LeRoy Hntchiii&on, Jr , Sarah 

L, Hutchinson and John Turner Hutchinson, 
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Famous among the delightful winter resort towns on the 
East Coast, and occupying one of the most beautiful sites in 
Florida, Daytona has the advantage of being a railroad town 
which not only adds to its permanent population, but adds as 
well a large transient business from the seekers of health 
and pleasure who make the town their objective point. Many 
people enroute to other places pause for a season in Daytona, and 
it does no harm for them to become aware of the many beau- 
tiful and attractive features. No town in the section has a more 
rapid substantial growth, and few offer as many advantages to the 
business or professional man, or the .winter tourist. The field 
is peculiarly attractive to the professional man of ambition, for 
the people of Daytona are well to do, cultivated people, who live 
in handsome homes where the atmosphere is marked by refine- 
ment. 

One of Daytona's successful professional men who was in- 
duced to locate there by reason of the many advantages offered 
both in a business way and otherwise is Dr. Guy A. Klock, who 
was seeking a place for a home, where he might educate his chil- 
dren under the best influences, as well as practice his profession. 
Th. Klock is of German descent, his first known American ances- 
tors having left Heidelburg, Germany, in 1768, and sought the 
new world. They landed at New York and founded a home 
in New York state, which has remained in the family through all 
the succeeding generations. Guy A. Klock was born at the old 
home place near Exlwardsville, N. Y., April 5, 1875, his parents be- 
ing J. O. .Klock, and Helen (Hadlock) Klock. His father was a 
farmer and he received his early education in the public schools. 
His education of later years was not attained without the greatest 
individual effort. He began teaching school when he was only 
eighteen years of age, and during the next five years taught dur- 
ing one-half the year and himself went to school during the other 
time. It was by this means that he was enabled to attend the 
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Potsdam State Normal and Training School at Potsdam, N, Y., 
from which he graduated in 1899. After a few years of teacliing 
he decided to study medicine and attended the medical depart- 
ment of the University of Michigan, from which he was gradu- 
ated in 1906 with the degree of M. D, He began the practice of 
his profession at Arin Arbor, but desiring a more equable climate 
and greater opportunities, he came to Florida and located at Diy* 
tona. Here he has met M'ith a highly satisfactory degree of en- 
couragement, having soon acquired a profitable practice which 
has continued to grow with his reputation. He takes an adive 
interest in public affairs and is prominent in social and lodge lift. , 
He is a member of the Yacht Club, and of the Red Men and 
Independent Order of Foresters. 

He is not a member of any churchy but is partial to the doc»j 
trines of the Congregational denomination. In politics he b t ' 
Republican. As to how to succeed, he suggests that it is neces- 
sary to "be proficient in one life's work before attempting it and 
work to success," The important questions that demand atten- 
tion are in his ophiion the restriction of immigration so as to 
eliminate the undesirable classes; reclaiming of the low lands by 
means of drainage, and the extension and improvement of the 
public highways. 

Dr. Klock was married in 1898 to Frances Fcaron, a daugh- 
ter of James and Julia Lang Fcaron. They have three children 
as follows: Maude, Dorothy and Floyd Klock. 

In July, 1907, Dr. Klock, seeing the need of it. opened a 
private hospital and sanitarium on a modest scale, but the need 
was so urgent that within a year he bought a much larger place 
which he has thoroughly equipped with the most modem appli- 
ances, and where patients can command every advantage obtain- 
able in the large city hospitals. 



Il^turg Jolin lClutl|0 



The man who works perfunctorily may make a good living 
and even attain something of reputation and success, but the man 
who achieves high rank in his profession and wins conspicuous 
success is the one who is pleasantly engaged in that which he 
likes to do, in other words, is the man who is in love with his 
work. The ordinary workman can with a few planks and sup- 
porting timbers build a cabin without ground plan or perspective, 
but when it comes to the erection of a modem building, there 
must be a master mind to conceive, and to record the conception 
of every phase of the structure from foundation to flagstaff. He 
must be a combination of a mechanic and artist and be practical 
while aesthetic. He cannot do these things methodically and be a 
leader in his profession. To win renown he must be imbued with 
an enthusiasm and interest in his work which is known only when 
the right man is in the right place, and which cannot be acquired 
by application where nature did not confer. The early choice 
of one's life work is often influenced by environment, but when 
in time there is a change made and that change is based on taste 
and desire, it is rarely that a mistake is made. This is notably 
true in the case of Henry John Klutho, of Jacksonville, one of the 
most eminent architects in the metropolis, or for that matter in the 
South. He had planned to engage in a commercial career and 
was devoting himself to thorough preparation when propitious 
fate led him to where he saw a huge building planned on paper. 
Here was the product of a master mind, the conception of an ar- 
tist recalled in such wonderful detail that skilled mechanics be- 
came mere automatons in placing the parts together and bringing 
into material being, in executing the plans of one who did all the 
thinking and left for them but to do. This work appealed to Mr. 
Klutho, and the incident decided him to become an architect. He 
first studied drawing, and then after several years* employment 
in architects' offices, made a tour of the old world studying ar- 
chitecture. With this long and thorough preparation he entered 
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of architectural students. Here he was engaged in study for 
four years under such eminent architects as Francis H. Kimball, 
Qinton and Russell, W. Wheeler Smith and others. He closed 
his apprenticeship with a year's travel in Italy, Germany, France 
and London, studying and sketching architecturdi designs. 

He entered upon his professional career in New York in 
1899, and came to Jacksonville in June, 1901, one month after the 
great fire. He has enjoyed an enviable patronage as there was 
an ever increasing demand for his services as the splendid crea- 
tions of his mind grew into material being and their artistic as well 
as material worth, became appreciated. Quite a number of build- 
ings that are pointed to with pride by the people of Jacksonville, 
and attracting the attention of visitors from everywhere, were de- 
signed and planned by him. Notable among these are the City 
Hall, the Board of Trade building, the public Library, the Y. M. 
C. A. building, the Dyall-Upchurch building, the Clark building, 
several churches, and many of the expensive residences erected 
since the fire, and last, but not least, he is the architect of the first 
ten story building in Jacksonville, the Bisbee building. He was 
also the architect of the Governor's Mansion at Tallahassee, and 
the new public Library for the Stetson University at DeLand, and 
other smaller buildings throughout the state. He is also the ar- 
chitect of the Y. M. C. A. building and of the new $150,000 hotel 
at Waycross, Ga. 

He suggests that it might be of interest and profit to citizens 
to observe that the tasteful buildings of a city indicate the stand- 
ard of education and refinement of its citizens and are forceful 
and eflfective arguments with outsiders to come and live with us. 
As with all intellectual men, he is a man whose information is not 
limited to one line. A student of the world*s history, of "Plu- 
tarch's Lives,'* and of the lives of great men in general, of sci- 
entific and religious works, especially fond of historical novels, 
he has read the English and German classics in both languages. 
In politics he is a Democrat, but his concern is with material 
progress. He believes in a clean ballot box, that more attention 
should l)e given the agricultural interests, that irrigation should 
be extended and that the lowlands should be drained. Of espec- 



In the administration of justice there is no officer of the 
court, save that of the judge himself, who occupies a more impor- 
tant position than the clerk of the circuit court. The duties of 
this official being not merely clerical, as many would think, but 
judicial, and requiring for their proper discharge talents of a 
high order, it is a matter of serious concern to the public that the 
people elect a man to the office who, in every way is eminently 
qualified to fill the same. This the electors of Hillsborough 
county diJ when they chose Charles Matthews Knott, in 1908, to 
succeed himself in the office of clerk of the circuit court of that 
county. 

The subject of our sketch was born in Gordon county, Ga., 
at Calhoun, November 29, 1858, and is the son of James R. and 
Mary L. W. (Kolb) Knott. His father was a successful mer- 
chant and a prosperous Georgia planter. Mr. Knott has been a 
resident of Florida since 1880. 

Paternally, he is descended from the well known and promi- 
nent Knott family of North Carolina, his grandfather, Robert 
Knott, having been a native of that state. He was a man of great 
force of character and superior intelligence. By profession he 
was a school teacher. Mr. Knott's earliest known maternal an- 
cestor was Timothy Matthews, a native of Virginia, who settled 
in Georgia about 1750. From him Mr. Knott is descended 
through Mrs. William Butt and Mrs. Martin Kolb, the mother 
and grandmother, respectively, of Mr. Knott's mother. 

Mr. Knott received his education in the Grammar School at 
Dawson, Ga., and later from the High School of Atlanta, Ga. His 
sound, healthy, physical development is to be attributed in many 
ways to his early years on the plantation with its varied demands 
on botly and mind and its excellent school of discipline, observa- 
tion and useful experience. In boyhood the study of history and 
biography were potent factors in strengthening his firm and ser- 
ious grasp of the basic principles for an honest, sturdy forceful 
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ar was clerk of the Circuit Court. In 1889 he removed to Lake 
jity and engaged in merchandising ; in 1895 he came to Taiii|i^] 
irifig his last residence in Leesburg he %%^as chairman oi 
ird of County Commissioners of Lake county, and treasu 
Leesburg Building and Loan Association. 
On coming to Tampa* Mr, Knott engaged in the abstr 
uess» which he later sold and became the bookkeeper for Oai»^ 
ekinger. After remaining in this position for sixte® 
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voHtion for tliat purpose. He was chosen in 1902 tax collector 
of the city of Tanipa, being the only candidate elected on the dt* 
izen's ticket. In 1904 he was the successful candidate in the con- 
test for the office of clerk of the circuit court of Hillsboro 
county, and in 1908 was elected to succeed himself. At the gen- 
eral election in November, 1908, he led the ticket, receiving a 
higher vote than any other candidate, county, state or national. 
as he also did at the general election in 1904.. 

The nomination and election of Mr. Knott for a second term 
was no surprise to his hosts of friends, for no man who had ever 
occupied the office had done so with more efficiency and greater 
satisfaction to the public than had Mr. Knott during his first 
term. When he first became the incumbent of the office, he made 
many needed changes, so systematizing the records that thev were 
a revelation to every one who had occasion to examine them. 
Many of the improvements he made were suggested by him dur- 
ing the time when he was deputy clerk in the office and when hi^ 
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election as clerk g^ve him the opportunity he immediately pro- 
ceeded to make extensive improvements. The index to deeds 
was altered to conform strictly to the law, and useless matter 
omitted. Thus the volume of the books was reduced one-half, 
and the task of locating a deed rendered much more easy. 

The papers and records of the entire office are now system- 
atically arranged, according to a new system much more simple 
and convenient than the former cumbrous alphabetical method, 
and the clerk can lay his hand immediately on any instrument re- 
quired. It is no exaggeration to say that Hillsboro county pos- 
sesses the best regulated circuit clerk's office, together with the 
most efficient, courteous, affable and obliging clerk, of any county 
in the state, if not in the entire South. 

Following the announcemnt of Mr. Knott's candidacy for 
re-election in 1908, the various newspapers of Tampa rallied to 
his supi)ort complimenting his efficiency in the most flattering 
terms. From these journals some extracts are made. Said the 
Tampa Daily Times: **The records of the clerk of the circuit 
court, ably presided over by C. M. Knott, are perfect." Tampa 
Morning Tribune: *'Mr. Knott is perhaps one of the most capable 
and obliging clerks of any court in the state of Florida. His vast 
experience and characteristic affability pre-eminently qualify him 
for re-election. He is a good Democrat, fine citizen and a splen- 
did official, and being deservedly popular with the public, will 
make a *race-horse' record." Tampa Herald : "The thorough .sys- 
tem with which business is conducted in the clerk's office under 
Mr. Knott is a source of pleasure and satisfaction to all who go 
there. His ability amply justifies the people in selecting him." 
Tampa Evening News: **Mr. Knott has made the office of clerk 
during his term a model of public service." 

Mr. Knott attends usually the Methodist church in Tampa. 
He is a member of the fraternal order of Knight of Pythias. He 
was married in 1886 to Miss Minnie Colley, of Escambia comity, 
Ala., the daughter of John R. and Mary Curry Colley. Of this 
marriage two children have been born, one of whom is living — 
Clara Relle Knott. He has one brother living. State Treasurer 
AVilliam X. Knott, of Tallahassee. 
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when still a very young man, he became a partner in the firm of 
Amott and Love, a well known business house at Quincy. In 
1893 the firm dissolved and became Love and Love. In less than 
a year, this firm also changed, and Mr. Hearin, was taken 
into the business which was known by the firm name of Love and 
Hearin. The firm was incorporated in 1894 as the Love and Hearin 
Company and has since then become one of the most widely 
known of the general merchandising houses in the state. 

Mr. Love has been an active Democrat, although he has 
never held any public office. In his section of the state he car- 
ries influence, however, and, had he the time, could be elected to 
almost any office in the gift of the voters of Gadsden county. 

As a fraternity man he stands well, and is loyal to his 
pledges. He belongs to the orders of Elks, Masons, Knights of 
P^'thians, and was a member of the Empire Club of Quincy prior 
to its disbanding. 

The marriage of Mr. Love to Miss Mary Shaw, daughter to 
James S. Shaw, and Sarah E. (Smith) Shaw, of Quincy, was of 
short duration, for six years after that event she died, leaving him 
one son, whose name is James J. Love. In 1904 Mr. Love made a 
second marriage with Miss Louise E. IngHs, daughter of Captain 
John L. IngHs and L. O. (Thomas) Inglis, of Jacksonville, Fla. 
Of this union one son, John Inglis Love, lives. 

Although a young man, Meade Alexander Love, is re- 
garded one of the most enterprising, enthusiastic and influential 
merchants in Florida. The basis of his success has been an hon- 
est, direct, and considerate relation to those with whom he has 
dealt. His motto is, 'Treat all fairly," and that he has lived up 
to this, is an established fact. 

He bclives that good roads are the key note to a states pro- 
motion and prosperity; that Florida in particular would be ad- 
vanced and benefitted by better school facilities, means of trans- 
portation and attention to her agricultural resources. 

His own success he says is due to the consistent effort he has 
made to win the confidence of his customers and then to endeavor 
to hold it. Al>o to the fact of having chosen a business and 
sticking to that alone. 
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A successful business man, who is influential in pollfie.^, 
active in the affairs of his church, who made an enviable 
during his two terms in the Florida State Senate, and who Im' 
won his way to the front by his individual efforts is Albert Wiv- 
les McLeran, of Wellborn. The story of Mr. McLeran's mic* 
cess should furnish inspiration and hope to the young man who 
enters upon life's duties handicapped by hardships and limital 
in opportunity. Compelled to go to work when tmrely el 
years of age, he acquired his education by studying at night and 
by industry and frugality was in time enabled to engage in busi- 
nes, where close application and a high standard of integrity has 
brought him prosperity. 

Mn McLeran was bom near Wellborn, July 18, 1857. Hh 
father was Jesse T. McLcran, a merchant, and his mother, Mairy 
J. (Lowe) McLeran. His grandfather on his faiher*s side was 
a native of Scotland who settled in North Carolina and on bb^M 
mother *s side his grandfather was an Englishman who l^vatnl ifi i^j 
Florida. His father moved to Suwanee county in 1850, coming 
from North Carolina. His mother was a native of Florida. The 
family moved to Wellborn when the town was in embryo, and 
erected the first store house in 1860. Mr. McLeran attended the 
common schools until 1876. His father having died in 1868, and 
he being the oldest of four children was compelled to make an 
early start iii life. He was full of energ>% however, and of a 
disposition to make and retain friends. He made good use of 
all unoccupied time and by industry and application acquired an 
education. His early experiences taught him the value of money 
and he was thrifty. In 1883 he was assistant sergeant-at-arms 
of the House of Representatives in the Florida Legislature. Was 
post master four years at Wellborn during President Cleveland's 
first administration. 

In 1884 he commenced business, with a capital of only a few 
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hundred dollars and engaged in cotton buying and dealing in 
general merchandise. By close application, fair dealing and good 
management he has built up a large business, which continues to 
flourish. 

Mr. McLeran has always been active in politics and has fre- 
quently served as a member of the county Democratic executive 
committee, and been sent by his county as a delegate to the county 
and state Democratic conventions. In 1892 he was elected to the 
State Senate and served in that body for four years. In 
the Senate he was author of the laws which he succeeded in hav- 
ing passed and are now on the Statute books, prohibiting prize 
fights and lotteries within the borders of the state of Florida. 

Mr. McLeran is a member of the local board of trustees of 
the public schools and has rendered able service in that capacity 
continuously for twelve years. In 1886 he was elected superin- 
tendent of the Methodist Sunday school of Wellborn and has 
continued in that honorable position for over twenty years. He 
is a prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal church. South, 
and has served as delegate to the Florida Conference. He is a 
member of the Knights of Pythias. 

Mr. McLeran has found his most helpful reading in the 
scriptures, history and the biographies of distinguished men. As 
to the attainment of success he advises : "Decide what line of bus- 
iness or profession you wish to follow, and stick to it, putting 
in energy and vim together with common sense." He further ad- 
vises: "In trade represent all goods just as they are. Sell them 
on their merits. Educate your trade, however, ♦o the use of 
first class goods. These things will help to hold your trade. Use 
common sense and good judgment. Take interest in public af- 
fairs. Identify yourself with the best interests of tl^e town and 
community in which you live. Contribute liberally and freely, 
financially and otherwise, to churches and schools and charitable 
institutions." 

He believes that there is immediate need for the closing of 
every avenue to undesirable immigrants. He is an earnest ad- 
vocate of Christian education and cleaner methods in politics 
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Qli^nmaB Cittlrton jRarquia 

When a man makes up his mind early in life to follow a cer- 
tain career and is possessed of energy and ability, it is only a 
question of time as to when he attains success. Having chosen 
his life's work he prepares himself for it and pursues a course of 
study which will equip him for its duties. It may be necessary 
to beg^n in a small way, but he perseveres, acquires experience in 
the doing of the small things that is necessary to the doing well 
of the large ones, profits, but is not discouraged by the lessons of 
hardship, and in the end becomes thoroughly equipped for the 
success which is made attainable by eventual opportunity. Thomas 
Littleton Marquis, of Bartow, reached a decision early in his 
youth that he would become a contractor. He prepared himself 
accordingly and that his preparation was thorough is attested 
by the fact that he has made a success of the business and is to- 
day the owner of extensive interests in and around Bartow, in- 
cluding numerous valuable pieces of real estate both improved 
and unimproved. 

Mr. Marquis is a native of Tuskeegee, Ala., where he was 
born June 16, 1863, his parents being George Marquis and Mary 
Robert Fitzpatrick. His father was a prominent lawyer and a 
native of Virginia, who came to Polk county, to spend his declin- 
ing years. His mother, who was a native of Alabama, died in 
Santa Rosa county, Fla., in 1892. The family removed from Ala- 
bama and located at Milton, Fla., in 1868. Mr. Marquis acquired 
an elementary education in the common schools and when he was 
about grown, took a course in a business college at Atlanta, Ga., 
where he graduated in 1880. On returning to his home, he en- 
gaged in contracting to which he had long since determined to 
devote himself. He had to begin in a small way, and met with 
reverses, but there were successes too, and he soon became more 
or less independent. For a while he was in business with his 
brother, Louis J. Marquis, who was tax assessor of Polk county. 
end for a term post master at Bartow. He has handled a num- 
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Descended from Revolutionary stock, his ancestors among 
the early settlers in Florida, Frank P. May, beginning with little 
capital and no experience has accumulated a competence in a 
business which is now the oldest established in Quincy, and has 
reared a large and cultivated family, the personnel of which is 
significant of his deep ground faith in home influence and the 
importance of education. He is a conservative, yet clear-headed 
and progressive business man, charitable to a degree and an 
ever ready worker in every movement having for its object the 
common good. Mr. May is a native of his home town of Quincy, 
where he was bom April 15, 1852. 

For generations back his people have been noted for their 
native intelligence, honesty, sturdy integrity and fair dealing. His 
father was Joel F. May, a farmer and his mother, Jane E. Ha- 
good. His great grandfather was David May, who was of a 
Scotch-Irish ancestry, and born in Halifax county, Va., about 1750. 
He was killed in the Revolutionary War and left a son, Daniel 
May, also a native of Halifax county, born about 1780, and raised 
on his father's farm. This son in 1806 married Miss Jane Ross 
Fariss, of Charlotte county, Va., and their only son, Joel Fariss 
May, was born in Charlotte county. May 16, 1810, and was the 
father of Frank P. May. Joel Fariss May moved with his fath- 
er's family to Alabama, about 1818, and there he was raised, re- 
moving to Quincy, Gadsden county, Fla., about 1836. Here on 
Jan. 10, 1844, he was married to Jane E. Hagood, also a native of 
\'irginia, she having been born in Brunswick county, Oct. 7, 1812. 
She with her widowed mother (a sister of Virginia Smith) 
and family, together with a number of other Virginia families, 
the Smiths, Wyatts, Gunns, and others, had moved to Gadsden 
county, Fla., coming through the country in wagons in 1828. 
There she made her home continuously until her death, Aug. 12, 
1895. Her honored husband had preceded her into the beyond 
on Jan. 16, 1888. 
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Mr, May enjoyed unusual educational advantages for a hof 
raised on the farm, attending the PhOadelpbia Academy of Gar- 
den county and the Quincy High School, He later attended tk 
D. McNeil Turner High School in She!byj N. C, He never oh 
tared college, however, and so far as attending any institsili 
was concerned his educational career was finished in 1873, 
the pursuit of his profession as a pharmacist he has had 
time for reading outside of literature tonchin^ upon his btm 
ness and the daily newspapers. He began business for hiiniett 
Oct, 1, 1876, and is today the proprietor of the oldest established 
business in Quincy. Success was not easily won, however, lor in 
addition to the fact that he began with little capital and pracljcallv 
no business experience, it was his fate to face a long continued 
period of exceptionally dull times and financial stringency in hii 
section. Success crowned his efforts, however, as he has sue* 
ceeded in establishing a splendid business, and accumubted a 
substantial competence at the same time liberally providing for 
his family, which is a large one, 

Mr. May was married in 1879 to Anna May Stockton, a 
daughter of Philip A, and Martha Julia (Davidson) Stocktoa 
They have six living children : Mrs, George B, Massey, of Day- 
ton, O., M. San ford May, Frank P. May, Jr., Marcia S. May, 
Philip Stockton May, and Mattie Broome May. 

Mr. May is a consistent member of the Presbyterian church, 
and takes a lively interest in public affairs and all movements for 
the common good. His business though has always confined 
him closely and prevented his rendering the active personal serv- 
ice that he would have chosen to give. While necessarily avoid- 
ing public office, he has served on the board of County Com- 
missioners, on the town council and as clerk and Treasurer 
of the town. 

Mr. May has found virtue in Davy Crockett's motto, **Be 
sure you are right and then go ahead,** and by observing this has 
been enabled to steer clear of breakers that have upset many men 
in similar business. 

Mr. May believes that there is a coming demand for better 
men in office and believes public interests may best be subser\'cd 
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**by selectingmen to represent the people and fill theoflBces, both 
state and national, who are capable,honorabIe and just; men who 
can and will eliminate self, personal benefits and prejudices from 
all official acts ; men who are pure and noble and good for good- 
ness sake." He believes that there is immediate demand for "the 
encouragement of religious training in the home life; the in- 
crease and improvement of educational facilities ; the provision of 
homes and hospitals for those who are unavoidably destitute and 
helpless, on account of sickness and affliction." He further be- 
lieves that there is immediate demand for *'the enactment of laws 
to prevent the oppression of the masses by consolidated wealth ; 
and also laws to tax great incomes, so that they may bear their 
share of the burdens of the expense of government." 




Lakeland is ihe central gem in a favored section tliat 
even- attraclion to the home-buikler, the seeker of healthy the i 
\-eslor or the industriously inclined. The rare beauty oi the scenery 
md fialubrious cliinate make it the location of winter hocxK^ 
ind the wonderful yield in fruits and vegetables make it a gxrckn 
spot for northern markets. With a minimum of land and bk*r 
an excellent living can be made and there is practicany no liBtA 
to wliat can be accomplidied by the energetic man wlio applie'^ tj|> 
to-date business and scientific methods in horticulture and agri- 
culture. 

Hut Polk county was further favored by nature in the W(W- 
derful deposits of i^ebble phosphate, the mining of which ha^ tn 
center here and brings many hundreds of thousands of ikitlars t& 
the county every \ear and gives employment to thousands of men 
The rapid development of this industry lias been little less thaa 
marvelous and ha^ only been possible because there has been en- 
j^aged in the work men of rare enterprise and ability* wiio xvyi 
only met but practically anticipated every need of the situatitm 
and erected the most complete and up-to-date mining plants in the 
country. A mining engineer who has been largely responsible for 
the remarkable development of the interests and has in fact |)er- 
sonally erected five of the largest plants in the state as well as 
successfully managing other enterprises is Christopher Cnistavus 
Memminger, of Lakeland. He is of German descent and pi^)s- 
sesscs all the strength of character and highly developed intellect 
for which the cultivated German is noted. It i* a world known 
fact that in Germany is attained the highest possible degree of 
perfection in art, industry, education and the sciences. Phvsi- 
cians, educators and men of every class of learning are the better 
equipped for and take pride in a course in a German university. 
A large proportion of the world's advance in science is announced 
from Germany and her people wherever they locate take the lead 
in industrial, commercial, or professional life. In keeping with 
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the record of his race, Mr. Memminger takes front rank in his 
profession as a mining engineer. 

On his paternal side his grandfather was the son of a Ger- 
man Imperial officer, and came to the United States about 1800. 
His grandfather, Hon. C. G. Memminger, was secretary of the 
treasury of the Confederate States of America. On his mother's 
side his earliest American ancestor was Isaac Mazyck, one of the 
original French Huguenot families who settled in Charleston, 
S. C. Isaac Mazyck was a member of the South Carolina Co- 
lonial council. 

Mr. Memminger was born at Charleston. S. C, August 10, 
1864, his parents being R. W. and Susan Mazyck Memminger. 
His father was an Episcopal minister and gave him every possi- 
ble educational advantage. After preparatory work in Tarrant's 
school at Charleston, he attended the University of Virginia, from 
which he was graduated in 1886. He began his professional ca- 
reer in Charleston, but in 18 — removed to Florida where the phos- 
phate industry was then in its infancy. In fact, its extent and pos- 
sibilities were scarcely realized. He proceeded to develop the 
field, however, and through his progressive methods and enter- 
prise prosphate mining has grown to be what it is. He has erect- 
ed five of the largest mining plants in the state, and successfully 
managed large mining enterprises, expending much capital in the 
state and adding materially to her wealth and industrial prosper- 
ity. No man's services are valued more highly as consulting en- 
g^ineer. He is a member of the American Institute of Mining 
Engineers, of the Engineering Society and of the Railroad Club. 
He has written numerous articles on scientific subjects. His 
gfreatest interest in reading is found in engineering works and the 
best class of classical literature. 

He is president of the State Bank of Lakeland and is ever 
ready to serve the people of his town to the best of his ability. 
He is now serving the second term as a member of the Lakeland 
City Council, and has been enabled to greatly benefit the city as 
chairman of the Light and Water Committee. He is a member 
of the Episcopal church. He is of the opinion that success may 
l>e attained in life by unremitting effort, together with honest and 
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John Abercrombie Merritt, of Pensacola, senior member of 
the firm of John A. Merritt & Company, also partner in the Pen- 
sacola Supply Co., the Bluff Springs Gravel Company and a di- 
rector of the Pensacola Hotel Company, has been and is a promi- 
nent figure in the progress and development of the western metro- 
polis of Florida. Born near Columbus, Ga., March 16, 1864, he 
was brought by his parents from New Orleans, where the family 
then resided, to Pensacola, when only five years of age. His par- 
ents were Louis Manlius and Elizabeth McGaughy Merritt. The 
Merritt family is an old one in American annals and the partic- 
ular branch to which our subject belongs first settled in Plymouth 
Colony soon after the coming of the Mayflower. During the Rev- 
olution and in later times, representatives of the family have ta- 
ken their place among the leaders of the nation. Young Merritt's 
father being a man of means, gave him every educational advan- 
tage afforded by the local private schools. From December, 1879 
to December 1880 he attended the celebrated Bingham school at 
Mebane, N. C. He spent from July, 1876 to 1879 at the Universi- 
ty of the South, Sewanee, Tenn. 

Thus equipped, he returned to Pensacola in 1880, at the age 
of sixteen and at once entered on a business career which has re- 
flected great credit on his own energy and capacity and has been 
a factor in the upbuilding of his city. 

Beginning in the lumber business, as lumber inspector, until 
1886, from then until 1892 in sawmills with W. B. Wright & Co. 
In January, 1893, on the death of his father, he succeeded him as 
shipbroker under name of John A. Merritt & Co. He continued 
alone for seven years, when in March, 1900, Mr. R. H. Turner, 
Jr., became associated with him under the same firm name of 
John A. Merritt & Company, ship brokers. In addition to the 
business concerns mentioned at the opening of this sketch with 
which he is officially connected, he is interested in other prop- 
erties. 
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interest 
tdcntificd with the local and general poliitcal canqa^ns. li 
Democrat. In 1894 he was elected City Tax Ass^sor far i 
of two years. He was Pilot Commissioner for a period of qcjl^ 
years, from 1896 to 1904. As chairman of the Bcartl of Cami 
Commissioners for 1907-OS he has brought to disciiAr^ of Ui 
official duties the same safe but encrg^etic methods whicb }an 
made his business career successful 

Mr. Met ritt's social standing is indicatcfl by the fact thsi 
h a member of the Osceola and Country clubs. He ii 
with the Y* M. C, A. and attends the Presbytertati clmnrh, df 
uhich he is a member. 

In making Miss Mary R- Turner, the daughter of RidrnJ 
H. and Mary (Gingles) Turner, his wife, Mn Merritt won to Ws^ 
!&elf % woman of interesting personality and one who has been m 
inspiration to him in his Iife*s work. Ten children have binsci 
the union, five of whom are living. They arc. Mary Eltzabrtk 
E. M* Turner, John A. Jr,, Doris W. and Richard H_ KlerritL 

The pcisonality of Mr. Merritt is interest ing. He h nilc 
awake to ihe great questions of the day, and esjiecially to those 
til at lK\ir utK>n the progress atid development of h\^ own -utt 
Ilis success has been largely due to his own individual enerp}* an'! 
i*crscvcrance. and to his straightforward and direct methods oi 
business* 
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In the telegraph service as in most every other business, the 
men who hold the important positions attain them by a steady pro- 
gress that encompasses years, with long periods often between 
promotions. There are a half dozen stations in the operating 
room alone. To become thoroughly equipped in the telegraph 
business it is necessary to start in as messenger, go through va- 
rious departments as delivery clerk, receiving clerk, bookkeeper 
and various minor positions in the operating room, practicing all 
the time until one becomes competent to preside at the key as op- 
erator. Having made this circuit, he is thoroughly acquainted 
with the details of the business and has a knowledge that can only 
be acquired by just such an experience. Operators frequently 
have opportunities for entering other professions where there is 
a chance of more rapid advancement, and many prominent rail- 
road men, newspaper men, men who have made conspicuous suc- 
cesses in the commercial and industrial world and won high place 
in public life were once telegraph operators. The best equipped 
operator is the one who goes most rapidly to the front. This is il- 
lustrated in the case of Lee Augustus Mitchell, manager of the 
Jacksonville office of the Postal Telegraph and Cable Company. 
When this company reached Jacksonville in extending its lines 
through the State, it needed for its office in the metropolis, a man- 
ager who was well known, and popular, who was himself a capa- 
ble operator, experienced and thoroughly acquainted and familiar 
with the telegraph business in the State. They found such a man 
in Mr. Mitchell and he accepted the invitation to cease "pound- 
ing brass" and step into the office as manager. 

Mr. Mitchell began his business career in Jacksonville while 
only a boy. He was born at St. Marys, Ga., April 1, 1876, his 
parents being Dr. Augustus Mitchell and Annie (McChesney) 
Mitchell. His father, who came to Florida in 1858 from the state 
of Maine, was descended from a prominent New England family 



Lix Accc^it^ MiTCHmx, 




Dr. MitcfaeO was an cmi- 

xad vdneobeist. He was a giftd 

rcpresBitted die go remmcfit m ortguml rt- 

He was a caotrOititor to Uic Sinl^isciBaEii 

of Ub writii^s OQ Florida antiquities were 

i 2§ exAw as IS74. He wrote extenshel3^ of thr tnucmiis 

of Ac In&ams^ He was a great collector and a porttpo 

coDectioo of linls sod Imcets is today preserred in tbe 

of Maine. 

Mr^ M^ddTs mollis was Iwrn in Edinburgh. Scnlkoil 
aid csne to Flonh m 1874, located at 5l Marys, Ga., where Ut, 
llifcdi^ was bora- He spent his early youth in Jack^onvilk^ 
where he attended the ptdilic scbcols and received bis cducalioA. 
In 1B90 be enierrd the csii|ilojr of tbc Wesloiri Utiion Telegraph 
Ccv, at Jacksoni^ilk as a messcngei^. He Itemed cificrattng and 
ttot ouhr became an ejtpert, bat attracted the favorable attention 
of Iris s^ieriors by his pkasin^ pensooalny and good addre%^ 
These qitalfti^^ caused him to be given important §peciaj duties 
and assignments. He senred three seasons as manager of the 
blanch office at the Hold Ponce de Leon, at St. Atigusttne. fire 
sea^n^ al the Ro>al Palm Hc^ " Mrami, and at Tallahassee 
during four sessions of the Legislature. He was thrown with 
prominent and influential people in thi> way and his uniform cour- 
tesy and fine address won for him many friends not only in I-^'lori- 
da, but throughout the country. It is doubtful if any young man in 
the state has as many and as influential friends. He also had expe- 
rience as operator in the Xew York Cable office and in the main of- 
fice of the Western Union Telegraph Company in Xew York. 

When the Postal Telegraph & Cable Co. approached Jackson- 
ville, in the extension of its system southward, it became neces- 
sary to select a manager, a capable man who not only was thor- 
oughly conversant with the telegraph business, but who was wide- 
ly acquainted and popular with the business classes ; in other 
words, a man who could attract business. In selecting Mr. Mitch- 
ell for this position their judgment has been justified by the re- 
sults. He organized the Jacksonville office and opened it up to 
business. He attracted patronage which he held by the satis fac- 
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tory prompt service rendered and the business of the office now 
compares favorably with many cities where the company has long 
been established. The growth of the company in the state ne- 
cessitates the handling of a large amount of through business, and 
the office force has been largely increased and now occupies com- 
modious headquarters. 

Mr. Mitchell enlisted as a private in Company E, of the First 
Florida Regiment of United States Volunteers, when the Spanish 
American War broke out. His regiment was held in reserve, 
camping at Tampa, and Femandina, Fla., and Huntsville, Ala., 
being finally mustered out at Tallahassee. During the period he 
acted as regimental correspondent for The Florida Times Union, 
of Jacksonville. 

He is a Democrat and a member of the Presbyterian church. 
He is prominent in the social and club life of the city, being a 
member of the Seminole Club, the Country Club, and Yacht Club, 
the Jacksonville Motor Boat Club, the Log Cabin Qub and a 
member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He is 
also an active member of the Jacksonville Board of Trade. 
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chant and farmer, a substantial citizen, and while not an active 
politician, was an enthusiastic Whig and devoted admirer of Gen- 
eral Winfield Scott whose defeat he took greatly to heart. Gen- 
eral Sebring was bom Dec. 25, 1840, near St. Louis, Mo., his pa- 
rents being James E. and Rachel Requa Sebring. He was raised 
on the farm and received his only educational training in Elliotts 
Academy at St. Louis. When fourteen years of age he began 
clerking in a country store, but was attracted to the west and for 
several years was engaged in railroading in the far west. He re- 
turned to Tennessee in 1858 and was engaged in reading law un- 
der Thos. D. Eldridge at Memphis at the breaking out of the war. 
His patriotism was aroused and he was among the first to enlist. 

The regard in which he is held by his old comrades in arms 
is well expressed in a newspaper communication written in the 
beginning of the last campaign for the Gubernatorial nomination, 
by Major Thomas H. Hays, of Valley Station, Ky., who was a 
member of the famous Orphan Brigade, a son-in-law of Ex-Gov- 
ernor Helm, of Kentucky, and a brother-in-law of General Ben 
Hardin Helm, killed at Chickamauga, while leading his brigade 
into action. Major Hays was Assistant Adjutant General of the 
Confederacy during the last days of the war. In his communica- 
tion he speaks of General Sebring having enjoyed the confidence 
of President Davis, General Jos. E. Johnston, General Polk, 
General Price and every officer and soldier with whom he came 
in contact. He is declared to be a broad minded liberal and pa- 
triotic citizen, proud of the state of his adoption, confident of her 
future, and worthy to be her chief executive. 

His record as a Confederate soldier is one of which any man 
might well be proud, as he rose from the ranks to Lieutenant 
Colonel, rendered able service to the cause, was the central figure 
in daring and dangerous enterprises and was condemned to death 
but escaped before the date of execution. He served throughout 
the war, enlisting April 1, 1861, at Memphis, Tenn., and surren- 
dering April 30, 1865, at Mt. Sterling, Ky. He enlisted as a pri- 
vate in the Carolina Greys, expecting to go to Charleston, S. C, 
but sulKscquently joined Bates Second Tennessee Regiment, and 




was ordered to Virginiai and his Company manned the batteries 
at Acquia Creek, Virginia, on June 5th and 6th, in the battle be* 
tween the land forces and the naval fleet, consisting of the 
"Powhattaii," the "Pawnee,** and Freeborn,*' The Federal flcft 
was repulsed and turned back to Fortress Monroe, having failed 
to pass the fort of Acquia Creek. 

For gallantry in action he was assigned to the duty of latdng 
dispatches from Richmond to General Kirby Smith, who was in 
the West and after delivering them was sent on an tns[>crtinii 
tour through Arkansas. He was detailed by President Davis with 
Major General Thos, H, Hines, of Ky., and others, to release the 
10,000 prisoners held at Camp Douglas, near Chicago, but a big 
political convention had attracted such crowds that as a prccaulioa 
a large force of soldiers had been placed on duty in Chicago by 
General Sherman and the first plan was not attempted. The sec- 
ond time it was planned to release the prisoners in November, 
mount and arm them, gather recruits as they moved South and 
recapture Kentucky, Had this plan been carried into effect much 
of Iiistory would have been different, but through treachery, the 
plans were made public and extra troop:^ rushed to Chicago on the 
eve of the attempted coup. Many of those concerned were made 
prisoners. General Sebring then succeeded in making his way back 
to Richmond and was assigned to the secret service department un- 
der General Raines. While on a trip to Missouri he was captured 
and sent to prison in St. Louis, where he was tried for being a spy. 
and for the killing of a Federal Colonel at Chattanooga and was 
condemned to death. He was shackled, but with others planned 
to escape, and the discovery of this plan led to his being hand- 
cuffed to a post with Captain A. C. Grimes, of Missouri, in the 
prison yard where they remained from Christmas day until Jan. 
2, enduring intense suffering from the exposure, their hands, 
feet, ears and noses freezing. Influential friends and relatives 
had interceded with President Lincoln to save his life, but these 
had failed and the date of his execution was finally fixed for June 
25th. A week before this date, however, on June 18th, nine of 
the prisoners made a dash for liberty. Two were killed, and two 
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wounded, but General Sebring was among the five who escaped. 
He served until April 30, 1865, when he surrendered at Mt. Ster- 
ling, Ky. 

After the war he returned to Memphis, Tennessee and en- 
gaged in railroading and in other business. He always took an 
active part in politics and is a life-long Jeffersonian and Calhoun 
Democrat and an original secessionist. In his early days was as- 
sociated with such men as Senator Isham G. Harris, General Wm. 
H. Carroll, John Sales and Edward Yerger, of Tennessee, re- 
ceiving a political training that has served him to good purpose. 
In 1871 he came to Florida, locating at Jacksonville for a time 
before making his home at Bronson, where he remained until 
1886, when he finally settled in Jacksonville. He rendered con- 
spicuous services to Levy county and to the State in helping to 
overthrow the carpet bag and radical administration in 1876. In 
association with Governor Drew, Governor Bloxham, Senator 
Call, R. H. M. Davidson, J. E. Young and others, he canvassed 
the State spending six months in the canvass. Levy county had 
been controlled by the Republicans since the war, but he spoke 
from every stump in the county and the result was a Democratic 
majority of 288. Deputy Marshall and some 125 negroes from 
Newnanville, attempted to steal the ballot boxes, making a raid 
on General Sebring's place of business at Bronson, but he re- 
pulsed them and sent out for recruits, gathering one hundred and 
twenty-five men, who guarded the boxes until the vote was official- 
ly counted and returned. 

He has, throughout his eventful and useful career,been prom- 
inently identified with commercial and industrial interests, and in 
Levy county had extensive agricultural and horticultural interests. 
He has been especially prominent in public affairs. He was coun- 
ty judge of Levy county for four years, beginning with 1877. He 
has frequently been a delegate to the State Democratic convention, 
and in 1884 was a delegate to the National Democratic Conven- 
tion which nominated Grover Cleveland for President. In 1884 
he was commissioned Brigadier-General of the Florida State 
troops by Governor Wm. D. Bloxham and held that honor four 
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other pub'k: Tntprc'>-eTr)eni-. The ke>T)ote of hi> personality is 
sounded in the su^g-e^^on that he makes, viz : **M y ob>ervation is 
that any man who wtD devote hi> whole time and attention to a 
certain line of bufinesf and if honest and frugal will make a suc- 
cess. The gre^t principk oi soocess if being honest and manly 
'ind caTT}-ing out contracts to the letter. The world honors an 
honest fearless man/' 

"'To ad\-ance the interests of Florida concerted action is need- 
ed to induce capital and immigration of the highest class, versed 
in manufacturing as well as agriculture. We need «^mall factories 
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to utilize our native products, timber, cotton, marl, kaolin and 
phosphate. There is no reason why our sea island cotton cannot be 
manufactured at home instead of selling it to France and Spain 
and buying the manufactured product. Our banking capital is 
increasing rapidly and this should be used in building factories. 
We want an intelligent class of farmers who will build better 
homes and practice more intensive cultivation. These things 
will make Florida one of the richest States in the Union." 

"The nation needs to get back to Jeffersonian principles of 
Democracy. The people should rule and corporations and aggre- 
gations of capital should be as amenable to law as the individul. 
All should share alike the benefits of the government with spe- 
cial privileges to none. The young should be taught to revere the 
State and National constitutions and obey the law. Our colleges 
should teach more patriotism and political economy. Parents 
should, in the early years of their children instill love of country 
and willingness to make sacrifices to promote liberty and justice." 

General Sebring is a member of the Knights of Pythias, the 
Maccabees, the Foresters, and other Fraternal organizations. 
He was married June 6th, 1866, to Anne Perdue, a daughter of 
Laban and Rachel Perdue of Maryland. His wife's ancestors on 
both sides were pioneer settlers in Baltimore and Baltimore coun- 
ty. The Perdues, Hunters and Vaughns, all related, came over 
with Lord Baltimore and founded "My Lady's Manor" in Balti- 
more county. Mrs. Sebring's mother was a Hunter, a family of 
Revolutionary fame, one of her great uncles. Major Vaughn serv- 
ing on Washington's staff. They have had six children, of whom 
three now survive, as follows : Wm. R. Sebring, Frank O.- Se- 
bring and Mrs. James J. (Libbie Sebring) White. 



Marion county, with its unsunmssed climate, its niagnificicnt 
scenery, its beautiful lakes and rivers and its vast extent of ricli 
lands which respond so readily to the touch of industry, to Hf 
nothing of its rich mineral deposits runs the gamut in offering ai« 
tractions to home seekers for whatever purpose they come, whetlj- 
er it be farming or any of its kindred industries, merchandising, 
manufacturing, professional work, or in seardi of lieaith. Recog* 
nizing its superior climatic conditions and many advantages from 
a ht^alth standpoint , it was here that Dr. Daniel Alexander Smidi 
decided to make his home when he left the State of Georgia, after 
nearly a quarter of a century's practice of his profession in the 
State, He located at Anthony and tliere has since made hi& hom^t 
firmly establishing himself in his profession and in the hearts of 
the people, to whom he has rendered able services not only as phy- 
sician and friend, but as Mayor of the city and as Clarion cotm- 
ty's representative in the Legislature. 

Dr. Smith is of English descent, his grandfather, Stephen 
Smith having emigrated from England in 1750 and settled in 
South Carolina, where he became thoroughly imbued with the 
independent Colonial spirit, and fought as an American soldier in 
the War of the Revolution. His descendents are numerous in 
South Carolina and adjacent Southern States. Dr. Smith was 
born in Richland county, S. C, Oct. 14, 1830, his parents being 
John H. Smith, and Sarah Hendricks Smith. His father was a 
farmer and he was reared on the farm, his only educational ad- 
vantages being such as the country schools of Richland county af- 
forded. After he had reached the years of manhood, he entered 
the Eclectic Medical Institute at Cincinnati, O., and taking the full 
course, was graduated in 1855 with the degree of M. D. Upon 
securing his diploma he located at Oglethorpe, Ga., where he en- 
tered upon his professional career. Here he successfully engaged 
in practice until the breaking out of the war betwxen the States 
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when he tendered his services to the Confederacy and was made 
surgeon of the Twenty-Second Battery of Artillery. He was 
later transferred to the Forty-Fifth Virginia Regiment of Infan- 
try as surgeon and served throughout the War. After the close 
of hostilities he returned to Georgia, and resumed the practice of 
medicine. He was always successful and was ever a man of 
prominence in the community wherever he resided. He was Mayor 
of Butler for four years and was Senator from the Twenty-Third 
Senatorial District in the Georgia Legislature in 1879 and 1880. 

In 1884 he removed to Florida and located at Anthony, where 
he met with the same success in the practice of his profession and 
assumed the same prominence in the community that he had 
known in Georgia. The people of Anthony honored him with the 
election as Mayor for two years and in 1895 and 1896 he repre- 
sented Marion county in the Florida Legislature. 

He is an active working Democrat and ever ready to serve his 
party. He is a member of the Florida State Medical Association, 
and a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
South. He is an enthusiastic member of. the United Confederate 
Veterans and was for five years surgeon on the staff of the com- 
mander of the State organization. He is of an inventive turn of 
mind, and patented a nut lock for holding nuts stationary in rail- 
road tracks. He believes the American government is the best in 
the world, and is an advocate of compulsory education. He be- 
lieves in teaching the principles of economy and diversified farm- 
ing. Aside from his professional works he has found his greatest 
help in historical and Biblical literature. 

Dr. Smith was married in 1855 to M. O. A. Wadsworth, a 
daughter of James and Mary Waters Wadsworth, of Montezuma, 
Ga. W. Wesley Smith is their only living child. 
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* m die slope of a cociflagration which destroyed nmny 

of 4olbrs woitli of property, nriade thousands homela* 

^ tbe cocnmercc of the thriving city, 

XothjQg^ dauxsted br tbe disaster the courageous and encrgetk 
citaeis went at the wofk of recoostnictioEi, not only with real. 
hm witii furioos zeal and today a greater, grander and more beau- 
tiful citT bcttscs iu 60.000 industrious peojile and carrier on 3 
iDore extensive commerce than ever be f tire, fn the constnictioi] 
and reoiti^iructicii of Jackscici^^lle no man has bortie a more hm* 
oraMe part than Telfair Stocktott A most successful rca! estate 
operator, he has been closehr Identified with the development and 
expansion ot the city and his advice ha? in many im|x>rtant niovr* 
mcnts. resulted in great gtxxl to the community. 

He was boni in Quincy. Fla.. in 1860, a son of William T. 
Stockton, himself a distingn^iisheii member of one of the most re- 
spected families in American history, the story of which is well 
worth perusal and study, for it shows that good qualities are hand- 
ed down and that when good men pass away the influences they 
have set in motion continue to be powerful. 

*'The Stockton's are of English extraction. The family, 
which in point of descent ranks with the most ancient houses in 
England, is style<l de Stoctun in ancient I^tin deeds. The family 
name is derived from two Saxon words, Stoc and Tun. The mean- 
ing of the word Stoc is **a place/' the **stem of a tree/' and Tun 
is a word signifying **inclosure.'' In a pedigree of the Stockton 
family taken from an English history at the British nniseuni. we 
find the name was written de Stoctun in primitive days and in 
later times Stockton. This is the only change the name has nn- 
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dcrgone in eight hundred years, and is caused merely by the Eng- 
lish spelling of the original Saxon words." 

The family bore an honorable part in English history and in 
America where "worth makes the man," it has borne an equally 
honorable part since 1660. 

Their ancestors were anciently Lords of theManor of Stock- 
ton, which they held under the Barony of Malpas. Stockton Ma- 
nor is in the town of Malpas, in the Hundred of Broxton, in the 
county of Cheshire, England, and was granted in the year 1250, in 
the reign of King Henry HI. Besides Stockton Manor, there is 
a place in the Parish of Malpas called Stockton's Bank, and a 
dwelling place called Stockton Hall. In the church of Malpas 
there are many of the Stockton Memorials. One remarkable me- 
morial was that of Right Honorable Sir John Stockton, Knight, 
Lord Mayor of London, 1470-71, who was Knighted on the field 
by King Henry IV. The coat of arms granted to the Stockton 
family has been borne by the family during many centuries of its 
history in England and America. The arms are described thus: 

Gules, a chevron, Vair, sable and argent between three mul- 
lets, or, which is thus translated. A shield covered with'fine per- 
pendicular lines, a broad chevron in the center on which is set 
little silver bells. Above the chevron two golden stars, and below 
chevron one golden star. The crest is a lion rampant, supporting 
an Ionic pillar. The motto of the Stockton family is "Omnia Deo 
Pendent** (all depends on God), and is founded on piety, loyalty, 
and valor. The coat of arms is registered at the Herald's College. 

Richard Stockton, son of John Stockton, and grandson of 
0\ven Stockton, of the Parish of Malpas, Cheshire, England, was 
bom in 1605. He emigrated, with his wife and children, from 
England, previous to the year 1660, on account of either religious 
or State persecution during the protectorate of Cromwell, to 
America, and resided a few years on Long Island, at Flushing, 
near the city of New York. From there he removed to New Jer- 
sey. He died, leaving a widow, three sons, and five daughters. 

His oldest son. Richard, settled in Princeton, and, about 1700 
purchased six thousand acres of land, of which the present town 
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of Princeton is nearly the center. The Stocktons were the first 
Europeans to occupy this land after the discovery of the comitff 
by Cohimbus, and still hold a portion of it. Richard Stockton 
resided until his death, at an advanced age, in Prtncettm. He 
died in 1709, leaving a widow and six sons. Richard, Sajnod* 
Joseph, Robert, John and Thomas* To his fifth son, John Stcxk- 
ton, he devise<l the family seat, Morven. John Stockton wa^ oat 
of the first presiding judges of the court of Common Pleas of the 
county of Somerset, under the Royal Government, He wan a 
man of education, wealth, and great influence in the early hii«tory 
of New Jersey, and was prominently instrumental in securing to 
Princeton, the college of New Jersey, He occupied the pllfita* 
tion, now known as Morven, which was devised to him by lit$ 
father, Richard Stockton, Esq. He was the most promincfit of 
six sons. He was born in 1701 and died in 1757, leaving a widoir^ 
four sons, and four daughters. These four sons, Richard, a sing- 
er of the Declaration of Independence, Captain John Stocktcnii 
the Rev. Philip Stockton (the great-grandfather of the Stockteio 
family in Florida), and Samuel Witham Stockton, were all dii- 
tinguished men. The Rev. Philip Stockton, who was a Chaplain 
in the army and foi^ght in the battle of Princeton, was <; " • 'le 
"Revolutionary Preacher." He studied theology with the Rev. 
John Witherspoon, and received the degree of Master of Arts. 
He was a Presbyterian, and was ordained a minister by the Pres- 
bytery of New P>runswick, New Jersey, in 1778. He was born in 
Princeton, July 11, 1746, and Miss Katherine Cumming. to whom 
he was married April 13, 1769 was born on April 6, 1748. She 
was a sister of General John Noble Gumming, of New Jersey. 

The Rev. Philip Stockton was a man of fortune and influ- 
ence. He resided at his home, Castle Howard, in Princeton, until 
his death, January 12, 1792, leaving a widow and five sons. Lu- 
cius Witham Stockton, John Stockton, Elias Boudinot Stockton. 
William Tennent Stockton (the grandfather of the Stockton fam- 
ily in Florida), and Richard Stockton. William Tennent Stock- 
ton his fourth son, was born at Castle Howard, in Princeton. He 
married Anna Williamson, of New Jersey, and then removed to 
Philadelphia, and entered into partnership with his uncle. General 
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John Xoble Cumming. He resided at his country home, Rox- 
borough, six miles from Philadelphia, until his death in 1823. He 
left a widow, four sons, and three daughters. 

William Tennent Stockton ( father of the Stockton family in 
Jacksonville) was born at Roxborough, on October 8, 1812. In 
July, 1834. he graduated at the United States Military Academy, 
at West Point, and subsequently did service on the Northern 
frontier, in Georgia, and in the Florida war .gaining for himself 
distinction as a soldier and an officer. Resigning his office in the 
army, he removed to Florida and settled in Quincy, Gadsden 
county, and became a planter. But so conspicuous was his mili- 
tary career and talent that again and again, and without solicita- 
tion, he was called by his fellow citizens, by election, and by ap- 
pointment from the Governor, to fill important positions in the 
State. At the commencement of the late war Colonel Stockton, 
feeling that duty to his adopted State and his loved ones called 
him to the field, i)romptly oflfered his services and was appointed 
Captain in the regular army of the Confederate States. In a 
short time he was made Major and then Lieutenant-Colonel of 
calvary. He was detailed to master in the service all the 
troops in Florida, and when his work in the State was finished, he 
immediately went to the front. He was taken prisoner at the 
battle of Missionary Ridge, and sent to Johnson's Island, where 
he was confined until several months after the war ended. **By 
education, a soldier ; by instinct, a hero ; he belonged to that noble 
race of men whose names adorn the historic page, and whose 
character added lustre and gave tone to the social life in the 
South. He was a typical Southern soldier, the incarnate spirit of 
the Confederacy. His handsome face and form, his lofty bear- 
ing, now towering in the forefront of battle, now falling back 
before overwhelming numl>ers. contesting every inch of ground 
until, finally, overcome, but not conquered, victorious even in de- 
feat, he hurled defiance in the face of the foe. breaking his sword 
and throwing away hilt and blade and scabbard as a token of an 
unconquerable spirit. Such a picture marked Colonel William T. 
Stockton, the very personification of knightly chivalry." 
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in this city, and he acquitted himself in a manner that deserved 
the unstinted praise which was accorded. He was a member of 
the Relief Association in 1901. The laborious work he performed 
is a part of the history of that great organization which con- 
tributed so largely to relief after the great fire that destroyed the 
heart of Jacksonville. 

He is president of the Stockton-Budd Company, real estate 
investments, president of the New Springfield Company, and in- 
terested in several other companies closely connected with these. 
In developing large tracts of suburban property Mr. Stockton has 
done much for the advancement of the outlying sections of 
Jacksonville; Springfield, which is one of the finest residence 
localities, having been developed almost entirely through his ef- 
forts. 

In the matter of public improvements and advancement of 
the State, Mr. Stockton has been an earnest advocate of improv- 
ing the railway facilities and inland water ways, and has always 
been a strong advocate of the deepening of the harbor to a thirty- 
foot channel, so that the largest ships can enter and take pro- 
duce to all parts of the world. 

Another improvement of which he is a warm advocate is the 
building of a hard surface highway from Fernandina to Pensa- 
cola, via Jacksonville, with a good hard surface road from some 
point on the line through the center of the peninsula. 

In matters of religion, Mr. Stockton is a member of the 
Episcopal Church, and has always taken an active interest in 
church work. He is prominent in fraternal and other societies, 
being a member of the Elks, Country Club, Seminole Club and 
Board of Trade. 

In 1885 Mr. Stockton married Miss Florence Fitch, of Ten- 
nessee, who is a daughter of James Roosevelt Fitch, and Emily 
Henry, being closely related to the late President of the I'nited 
States, Theodore Roosevelt. Four children were the result of 
this union, three of whom are living. They are Florence Telfair. 
James Roosevelt and Telfair Stockton, Jr. 

Mr. Stockton is broad minded, liberal and progressive, and 
his influence among his business associates and on the commu- 
nity generally, is rccc^ized as of much good to all. 
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':jti\'- ,• ',1 h^v -r^: xvrj^crva* wv^rk as an assistant on the Kansas 

•^^ bVo h^ WAS t>c\l assistant of the Carnepe Miiseutn. 
l^s*s t'Vo -^ ^c wj^^ Jkcttn^ lV\>:cs<or of Minoraloi::)- and Geoloj::y >" 
K,t:^ci"< v\ "sr^e. a IV.tch refonn a^lloi^" at Xew Brunswick. 
N J \i\ \^\M \vc K^An^ lo Florida, and became Professor of 
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crt^^ning the departn^nt. 
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The work of Prof. Sellards has already demonstrated its 
great vahie to the State. The enormous extent of the phosphate 
deposits is for the first time definitely known, and valuable sug- 
gestions are made a^ to handling them. The clays, fuller's earth, 
lime, natural cement, brickmaking and road making materials are 
taken up and treated. Water supply is dealt with in an interest- 
ing and instructive manner. The fauna of the State, past and 
present, is thoroughly treated. The press of the State generally, 
speaks in terms of strong commendation of the work done, and 
contemplated. 

Prof. Sellards is strictly a scientist, he allows nothing to di- 
vert him from the work in hand, and his time is now given en- 
tirely to the development of the natural resources of the State by 
means of a thorough and exhaustive State Geological Survey. 
Young, capable, industrious and splendidly equipped, hi> work 
will count for much in Florida in coming years. 

He married Miss Anna Mary Alford. daughter of DoiiaM S. 
and Susan D. Savage .Mford, of Lawrence, Kansa*^. They have 
one child, Helen .Alford Sellards. He is a member of the Pres- 
b>terian Church. Geological Society of America, Entomological 
Society of America, American Association for the Advancement 
of Science, and the Conser\'atif)n Commission of Florida. 

The results of his lal>ors have been published in nunierou'^ 
scientific articles published during the past eight years in the 
Kansas University Quarterly, .\merican Journal of Science, 
American Geologist, Popular Science Monthly.Science. Enirin- 
eering and Mining Journal, Transactions of Florida State Horti- 
cultural Society, etc. 

Had we during the earlier days of our country been able Xo 
command such trained experts as Professor Sellards. the coun- 
try would not now be lamenting the tremendous waste of nat- 
ural resources during the pavt forty years, and which i< n«»w 
seriously threatening not only the national capital, but also the 
national income. However, an intelligent use of these useful 
men now, and a practical application of their suggestion^ will do 
much to restore the wasted tissues of our material resourccN. 
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■ed preacher of the gospel from 1801 to 186& 

McKendree Ttidcer. father of the subject of this sketch, wa5 

a sofi of the Eppes Tncker. the Georgia settler, and was himself 

a pri?-^*!-ier.t Meth'xli-t -TMni^tcr. for many years scrviiv^ a- the 

horort^I president '^f the Georir^a Conference of tlio Metli<>*li-t 

FVo te <taru Oiii rch . 

Epp^^s Tucker. Sr.. the -iih'ect of ihi< >ketch. wa-- horn in 
Xewton coitrity. Ga.. N^pteniber 1*\ 1844. his mother heini^ Rliza 
I Rakestraw > Tucker. As a youth he stt^^v i»P i" the environ- 
ments conuuon to the <on of a Methoiiist preacher, receiving: the 
best moral and rehgious training in his home, while his educa- 
tional tacihties were more limited, being only such a> were pr<^- 
videtl in the common schools of Xewton county, da., and Cham- 
bers county. .\!a. This did not deter him from acquiriujc^ the lx*-t 
of mental training, however, and at the early age of seventeen 
years he was enabled to acceptably fill the position of teacher in 
Chambers county. Ala., and in this work he was engaged when 
the war cloud burst and Southern men were called to ann<. The 
young teacher was among the early volunteers, but was not ac- 
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cepted for service until August, 1862, when he was mustered in 
Company F, of the Forty-fifth Alabama Regiment. Unaccus- 
tomed exposure soon brought on an attack of typhoid pneumonia, 
which resulted in Mr. Tucker's being invalided. He remained in 
the service, however, on post duty until the close of the war. Re- 
turning to Alabama after the war, his career was more or less 
uneventful for several years, except that along with other soldiers 
of the G^nfederacy, he was influential in properly facing and 
solving the problems that confronted the Southern people in the 
immediate post-bellum period. In 1872 he began the publication 
of the Congregational Methodist, of which he was editor, and for 
sometime also owned and edited the Opelika Locomotive. Inci- 
dentally, it may be stated that he had been ordained an elder in the 
Congregational Methodist Church in 1873. 

While living in Chambers county, Ala., Mr. Tucker served as 
justice of the peace and assistant county superintendent of educa- 
tion. Iti 1880 he was one of the census enumerators. Early in 
1881. however, he decided to seek a more salubrious climate and 
removed with his family to Medulla, Polk county, Fla. Here he 
found health and prosperity. Always a Democrat, he was influ- 
ential in politics and served with credit to himself and to the 
benefit <»f the city, as mayor of Lakeland during the years 1886, 
1887 and 1888. He was president of the Polk county board of 
health from 1888 until county boards were abolished. Entering 
actively into the practice of law in 1887, he was successful from 
the very beginning, and in 1880 was elected county attorney for 
Polk county, which position he most acceptably filled until 1897, 
when he felt called upon to retire from the official position be- 
cause of the growth and demand of his private practice. 

Mr. Tucker was married soon after his return from the war 
in 186.^. to Mary Hayes, daughter of James H. and Martha Geor- 
gia Hayes, and they had seven children, of whom four are living, 
viz.: Mrs. M. E. Evans, McKendree Tucker, Mrs. Annie E. 
Weaver, and Eppes Tucker, Jr. His first wife died, and in 1906 
Mr. Tucker wai^ married to Lizzie Broadwell, daughter of W. H. 
and Ylanta Broadwell. 

Mr. Tucker's opinion, based upon his own satisfactory ex- 



perietice in life, is that "Honesty, industi 
rcgarti to one*s own health, are the four 
iKlieves the best interest of State and 
*'by cultivating the broadest love of cc 
sovereignty and national unity. Obey 
laws and enforce them strictly/' Alwaj 
however, found the Bible and his law 
literativre, and founding his declaration 
inculcated therein, he beUeves the impor 
public consideration are : **Strict devotiot 
private citizen attending to his own busir 
of undue a^srit^ti*^" : enforcing the law* 
them only when sufficient time demori 
change.*' Mr. I'ncker is one of these m 
xen» whose efforts bnild up a conminnit) 
an imlestrnctible foundation for civill^fa 
Mr. Tticker'?. adtircs*^ is Lakeland, 
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The Turner family was an honorable one in England, and 
a description of the family Coat of Arms is still extant. Two 
branches of the family came to America. One settled in New 
England, while the other found its way to North Carolina, where 
there were intermarriages with the old Scotch settlers who had 
preceded them. From the early history of that State the family 
has been a substantial one with representatives at times in the 
official and political, as well as the business life of the State. 
Later representatives of the family settled in Georj^^ia, where 
the name is still a familiar one. 

From this line is descended Charlie Hill Turner, who is a 
prominent contractor and ice manufacturer of Pensacola. He 
was born in that city December, 1868. His father, Richard H. 
Turner, was a general contractor in Pensacola, and was a native 
of Georgia. His mother, Mary H. Gingles, was a native of Ala- 
bama. His parents located in Pensacola in 1858. 

Mr. Turner was educated in the public schools, and the 
Presbyterian High School, of Pensacola, and afterwards attend- 
ed the Southern Presbyterian University at Clarksville, Tenn., 
but left before graduation. 

On leaving college he went into the office of his father, who 
was a contractor at Pensacola. Here he obtained his first business 
experience, and showed an adaptability which afterward led his 
father to trust the entire business to his charge. In 1892 his 
father gave him the business, in which he has since been en- 
gaged. Under his management the business has steadily grown 
until it has become one of the leading firms of its kind in West 
Florida. The company, of which Mr. Turner is president and 
manager, has extensive business connections, and has executed 
large contracts, which are a credit to the company and a high tes- 
timonial to the energ>' and ability of its manager and president. 

The Turner Construction Company, of which he is the head. 
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Key West enjoys the distinction of being the farthest South 
of any city in the United States. It hes in the track of the North- 
east Trade Winds, the Gulf Stream is only a dozen miles 
away and the tropical line only sixty miles to the south. The 
climate is most salubrious and healthful, conducive to the rear- 
ing of sound bodied, clear-headed men, strong men who become 
leaders at an age when in less advantageous environments they 
would scarcely have entered the ranks. There is nowhere in the 
State a more learned, able or devoted body of men engaged in 
the practice of medicine and surgery than at Key West, and one 
of the most prominent and successful in the profession is Dr. 
William Richard Warren. 

Dr. Warren is a native of Key West. His father's people 
were engravers and calico printers, who came from Manchester, 
England, in 1831, and settled at Providence, R. I., where his fa- 
ther, George D. Warren, was born. His father, who is now re- 
tired from business, came to Key West in 1860, and married 
Susan Mary Johnson, a native of the Bahamas, whose people had 
removed to Key West in 1836. Dr. Warren was born October 18, 
1876. After attending the public schools of Key West, he be- 
came a student of the Drury Academy at North Adams, Mass., 
from which he was graduated in 1896, he then went to Williams 
College, where he graduated in 1900, with the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts. He then went to the University of Pennsylvania, where 
he graduated from the medical department in 1904, and had con- 
ferred upon him the degree of M. D. While studying at the Tni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, he was editor-in-chief of the class book, 
which was the first one ever issued by the medical department 
of that University. He was a member, too, of the H. C. Wood 
Medical Society while at the I'niversity. Dr. Warren 
l>eing elected by his fellows to take the lead in literary 
and athletic work in different institutions which he attended. 
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shows conclusively that they recogiiize*! in him early tfi life tbr 
elements of leadership which have developed as the yeart ^hy. 
Al! that pertains to the advancement and interest of the coQiS^ 
and universities inspires him, and thus proves that he h a fader 
who helps in raising the i^tandard in the literary, physical ind 
social life on the college campus. 

He began the practice of his profession in Philadelphia, md 
. for two years* from 1904 to 1906, had invaluable expericiKe m 
resident physician and surgeon at the German Hospital in Ptiih* 
(lelphia. He returned to his home at Key West in August, 1906. 
splendidly equipped, both in learning and experience, for the sue- 
cess which he has attained in the practice of both incdicific and 
snrgery. He was fortunate in general practice, which ahm>%t tm* 
mediately assumed large proportions, and his ability secured him 
the appointment as local surgeon for the Florida East Coast Rail- 
way in 11>06, a [josition which he now* holds. In 1907 he wz> 
appointed medical exanxiner for civil service applicants. In Oc- 
tober, 1907, he himself passed the civil service examination, mil 
was placed on the list of eligibles for appointment as actinia am'rt^ 
ant surgeon in the United States Public Health and Marine ll**^- 
pital service. Me was subsequently pven temporary appointinent 
and placed in charge of the United States Marine Hospital at 
Key West, in which ])osition he served during December. V^V, 
and January, 1908. Aside from his professional studies. Dr. 
Warren is ]:)artial to English classical authors, and to standard 
works in various departments of human thought. 

In politics he is an adherent to Republican principles on na- 
tional questions. In State affairs he acts with the Democratic 
party, but is an independent voter in local matters. He believes in 
the election of reputable men to office in both the Slate an<l the 
nation, and giving them sufficient compensation for their services, 
so that their official acts may be free from selfish influences, and 
they can reject dictation from interested influences. He is an ad- 
vocate of compulsory education, and favors the extension of the 
public school system to the highest degree of efficiency. He ad- 
vocates the coiT^ervation of the country's great natural re>ource«. 
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and the preservation of the forests. He favors legislation for the 
protection of the fisheries, and recognizes the need of the State 
for better transportation facilities. While at college he joined 
Tau chapter of the Psi Ui)silon r>aternit>% and is prominent in the 
orders of the Free and Accepted Masons, the Knights of Pythias, 
and the Woodmen of the World. He is a member of the Epis- 
<x>pal Church. Among the professional organizations he belongs 
to the Monroe County Medical Association, the Florida State 
Medical Association, and the American Medical Association. 




CaatrrtuT Martutami 




S^VKof w 




mend^iit ami or^ngt grower, 
wa^ horn at Harriso«btirj» 
oQ the 5mb day of Octolier, 1858. 
name was Lawrence WaitmariB, 
Switzerland, about 1800* aiwL 
\ €i ^amsrWsjm a inrhiJe, nxived down 
HanfaonlMirg- Here, in 1822, br 
K^pster*** a newspaper, which is 
He wa* tbt taiher of fi\*e diildrefi. whose 
H^ Wa. IbJw HeniT T^ Rebecca and Kalei 
: of life Aekft H a son of I^Icnrv- T. Warlnmtiii. 
te Miss EBiabedi XU^er^, a daughter of Cmx 
, Va. Film t»52 to 18«10, Henry T Wart* 
r cf Ae MmwsfmpLr tcmnded by his father. Id 
VlrcBta to Orange Lake (now Otra>, Ma* 
he w juiiii^umt ly elected cpuhqt 
tax coCectcT- He 5\e^l re^r^ected ami hop or e d hv the comrmi' 
mrr ana Deic^nna ana aarmrea oy a ho>t o^ warm personal inenas 
:- :hr 12.} : :' '-^ 'e^th. which ccirreti Febmary 27. HXU 

?I :C3.r Lo 'er:e \\ ar::::a!in wa- educated in the public 
-<h •:'- -: \ :'C"-''a -'-c c- 'r.-^enced the active work of life in 
1>^J. ::: :hc : '.vr • : Titra. an-i ha^ achieved >ipial success. He 
:- we'*. ar<i :'av rably k-nown. nrt only in hi> town and countv. 
h'M :hroue^'« ut the entire State. He ha> served two terms a> 
county o niTni--ioner. In 1*X)5. and aj^ain in 1907, he was elected 
a member of the State ie^n^lature. After the adjournment of the 
-ession of VK^7. he re>igned his office to accept the appointment 
by the Governor oi Florida, as a member of the Board of Control, 
which position he still holds (1908). 

Mr. Wartmann was married April, 1882. to Miss Ada C. 
Burleson. dau.c:hter of Daniel A. and Elizabeth M. Burleson, of 
Citra, Marion county. Florida. They have two bright and attract- 
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ive children, Henry Allison and Mary Elizabeth. In politics Mr. 
Wartmann is a strong Democrat. He belongs to the Masonic 
fraternity, and is a leading member of the local Methodist church. 
When asked for a suggestion as to how the best interests 
of Florida and the nation might be promoted, Mr. Wartmann 
replied: "Be conservative to all interests, invite capital to the 
State, execute the laws justly and promptly." 
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active business, except as secretary of local building and loan as- 
sociations. He was the pioneer organizer of building and loan 
associations in Florida, and has oeen in continuous service as 
secretary of two of the most successful associations of Pensa- 
cola and the South for over twenty-six years, during which time, 
through the aid of the associations, hundreds of people have been 
enabled to acquire ownership of their homes. He is in favor of 
building more railroads, not only competing lines, but new lines 
into the undeveloped sections of the State. He believes the great- 
est good to the State will result from the development of her ag- 
ricultural resources and offering inducements to manufacturers 
and investors generally to locate within the State. He is also an 
advocate of legislation for the protection of the forests. 

For over thirty years he has been an ardent supporter of 
Odd Fellowship, and feels that much good can be accomplished 
for mankind in general through the observation of the tenets of 
the order. He has been Grand Representative to Sovereign Grand 
Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows since 1886. He 
IS a member of Pcnsacola Lodge No. 4, Naomi Rebekah Lodge, 
Excelsior Encampment No. 4, and Canton Merritt No. 1, Patri- 
archs Militant of the order. He rendered Pensacola's commercial 
and industrial interests able servicfe during the twelve years that 
he was secretary of the Pensacola Chamber of Commerce. 

He has always been a lover of outdoor sports, and has been 
an important figure in the social life of the city. He was secre- 
tary of the Pensacola Yacht Club in 1878, and later commodore, 
and president of the Osceola (social) Club for two years. He 
is now a member of the Osceola Club, the Pensacola Country 
Qub, the Pensacola Golf Club, and the Pensacola Motor and 
Yacht Club. He is also a member of the Young Men's Christian 
Association. While his inclinations in politics lean to Democracy, 
for various reasons he has never been naturalized. 

Mr. Watson was married March 15, 1872, to Annie Sinclair 
Kennon, a daughter of Mrs. Cora Jane (Baker) Lee, of Pensa- 
cola, Fla. They have one son, James Campbell Watson. 

17 
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ness. He was the pioneer in the fresh fish business of the Guif oi 
Mexico, as connected with the interior. He was also the first fish 
dealer to buy fish by weight, the first to introduce the use of ice 
as a preservative in fishing vessels, and through him was put in 
operation refrigerator cars in transportation from the Gulf to the 
interior. 

Mr. Warren has seen the fish industry grow from its incep- 
tion with one or two small smacks, of capacity of 5,000 to 6,000 
pounds, and a radius of action of less than one hundred miles, 
until the fleet has numbered fifty sailing vessels of capacity up 
to 50,000 pounds, and a radius of activity of 500 miles, and to 
his enterprise and progressiveness is largely due this unusual de- 
velopment of trade. 

Although a well informed and enthusiastic Republican, Mr. 
Warren has not asked for political office or emolument. He has 
been content to advance his party in a quiet, unostentatious way, 
rather than to advance himself. 

In religious thought, he is liberal and broad, practicing the 
Golden Rule in his daily life, and living faithfully to the creed of 
his church, which is the First Baptist Church of Pensacola. 

Mr. Warren was married to Miss Fannie Clarke Stearns, of 
Bath, Maine, who is a daughter of William B. and Lucy (Potter) 
Stearns, and together they have led an ideal, happy life, rearing 
three of their four children to womanhood. These daughters are 
Mrs. Lucy Penelope Pierpont, Mrs. Mary Waterman Brent, and 
Miss Fannie Stearns Warren. 

The life of Mr. Warren has rounded out successfully. He 
has been largely instrumental in promoting a gigantic fish industry 
in his section of the South, and has also developed many minor 
investments in which he has been interested. He is at present 
president of the Warren Fish Company, and president of the Bay- 
len Street Wharf Company, both concerns being in prosperous 
and active operation. 

Personally, Mr. Warren is a man of strength of character 
and charm of manner. He is regarded as one of the most re- 
liable, and highly esteemed business men of Florida, and has yet 
as many years of usefulness before him as he may have of life. 
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In 1886 he transferred the scene of his activities to Reddick, 
in Marion county, where he has since made his home and built up 
a large practice in medicine and surgery. He has kept thoroughly 
up-to-date in his profession, in which he stands at the ehad. There 
have been remarkable advances in the domain of surgery in rec- 
ent years, especially in abdominal surgery, and with all these he 
is thoroughly familiar. He is himself the inventor of an instru- 
ment for the treatment of diseases of women, for which he re- 
ceived a large premium from the manufacturers to whom he 
sold it. 

He is an active member of the Marion County Medical So- 
ciety, and of the Florida State Medical Association. He is a fre- 
quent contributor to various medical journals and to the news- 
papers. He was a justice of the peace for Marion county for 
eight years, from 1893 to 1901, during which time he paid more 
fines into the county treasury than any other half dozen justices 
combined, and so conducted the office that it did not cost the tax- 
payers a cent during the whole eight years. He has found the 
Holy Bible the most helpful of books, and his next interest has 
been in works on history, biography and travel. In politics he is 
a Democrat, and he holds to the view that the best interests of the 
people will be served by electing only the best men to fill official 
positions, and by advancing the agricultural interests of the State 
in every way possible. He believes that there should be greater 
encouragement and national protection to the agricultural inter- 
ests. The vexed race question he believes could be solved by a 
civic federation of the two races with State, county and district 
officers to adjust all diflferences between the two races, outside of 
the courts when possible, officers to be appointed from both races. 
He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, of the 
Knights of Pythias, and is on the Executive Committee of the 
State Anti-Saloon League. 

Dr. Wilson was married October 31, 1880. to Jessie A. Boat- 
wright, a daughter of J. J. and Almedia L. Kelly Boatwright, of 
West Point. Ark. They have six children, as follows: Warner 
Guy, Tom Carl. Emmett Paul, Annie Faith, Ben Max and Jessie 
Granade Wilson. 



!^ 




ii-.^ 









I. I 



r 

i 



mere is nownere in 
made by nature, and w' 
mag^iified, than is to b 
resorts along the eaf 
to this marvelous 
and bays are borr 
known to the f 
first visitors ey 
the salubriou' 
in bringing 
fortunate ' 
ties as to 

Ev 
siasts 
in or 
ger 
kr 
J 



Tii! 



,t.. 





ituw 



i>»y^ 



I 



Joseph Kiluan Dorn. 368 

settlers located, and Dade county has ever since increased steadily 
in population and prosperity. The disastrous freeze of the me- 
morable winter of 1894 and 1895, while nearly destroying, for 
the time being, the orange industry of Florida, was a boon to 
this section because so many orange and other fruit growers and 
truck farmers generally determined to get below the frost line, 
and as a result they came to the section of which Miami is the 
center to again set out their orchards and improve the rich agri- 
cultural lands. 

The building of the splendid system of palatial hotels along 
the east coast and the extension of the East Coast Railway, has 
resulted in making the east coast the mecca of thousands of tour- 
ists from every section of the country, many of whom, while 
stopping at the hotels for a time, finally purchased the sites for 
their winter home and erected thereon some of the most magni- 
ficent residences in the State, and beautified their surroundings 
to an extent only possible in a land so smiled upon by nature, as 
is this one. 

One of the most successful, prominent and wealthy men in 
Miami to<lay owes his residence here to the fact that his father 
was among those determining to get below the frost 
line after the freeze of 1895. He grew to manhoc^l here, and 
entered business, but being of that high character of intellectual 
development which i)ermitted of the recognition of the best oppor- 
tunities he did not continue in the bu<ine«ss for which he had 
originally equipped himself, but tcx^k up what he considered a more 
favored line, and in it met such success that Joseph Killian Dorn 
who was only a few years ago beginning business life in the hum- 
ble capacity of a clerk is today the largest property owner and 
possibly the most successful of Miami's many prosperous citizens. 

Mr. Dorn comes of sturdy German stock, and possesses in a 
pronounced degree all the higher qualities of the l>e*ter class 
of the Teutonic race. He was born December 12, 1876. in Keon- 
igstein. Providence of Nassau, A. T. Germany. His parents were 
George B. and Gertrude Marie Dorn, nee Irlenbome, and with 
them he came to America when only four years of age. The 
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and had cocnc to know much of the prosperity which tk 

of citrus insii enjoyed for so many years wslhoiit 4l- 

Asaceg others however, he lost everything^ by rea^m oi 

dos d estroy e d by the freeze referred to and the 
fadore of the busk tn which he had his funds de| 
He tfaBi det c rmiiic d to seek a climate where there was no dango^i 
of m Bee exp eri e nce with ivo^ or freezing, and removed to 
ikicJly of West Pahn Beadi, where he engaged in fruit grcmmg, 
wnA al the same ttme inatiaged a sir^ll hotel with success. 

JcMTfiti KiTlao Dorti, who thus found his way to the locaUtt' • 
vindi be has wo« his fortune* received his earliest education in Ae 
ptifaik sduo^ of New York Gty. He attended Rollins College 
while the fitniljr was residing at Winter Park. Fla., and was ^le- 
ce^lial iu ^eeuring a positkwi with a drug store when the famik 
ttMxrd to West Pahn Beach. But about this time Miami became 
qoile a Hide towti, and he removed to that point. He wa<» ufiabte 
lo find t tm il o ym ent In the drt^ businej^s immediately* and for i 
period was employed as stenographer for tlie firm of ScrM & 
Brooitie. Din^tn^ this tinw lie de^-oted his evenings to studying 
law. l*[x>n Im< father's death, he and his mother received quite a 
sum of life insurance, and with the capital thus secured, he 
purchased a dru^^ store, and went into business for himself. His 
business methods and the g:rowino^ demand of Miami resulted in 
such a lari^e business that he considered it advisable to take in 
a partner, and Mr. E. D. Deberry formed a coalition with him. 
and their success was such that the business soon required larger 
quarters, and within a period of three years their stock had grown 
from $1,000 to above $12,000 in value. 

At this time Mr. EX^ni realized the advantajj^e to be derived 
from a course in pharmacy, and so he went to Xew York, where 
he took the full course in the Board of Pharmacy Institute, 
from which he was graduated in 1900. For eight months he 
studied night and day. taking all the work possible. He was 
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one of three out of a class of twenty-two who passed the ex- 
amination before the city board of New York, and he indi- 
vidually received the highest number of points of perfection, 
scoring ninety-eight. 

Upon returning to Miami he found the situation so vastly 
changed that he saw that there were greater opportunities in 
another line than that afforded even by his prosperous, firmly 
established, and successful drug business. He, therefore, sold 
out his interest in this business, and at once entered upon the 
business which has since engaged his time and attention, that of 
handling real estate, and writing insurance. That he entered 
this field confident of its opportunities and determined to make 
the most of them is shown by the fact that he immediately pur- 
chased the agencies of several of the largest fire insurance com- 
panies who were then doing business in Miami, and succeeded in 
inducing other companies to enter the field with him as their rep- 
resentative. While he is one of the most successful insurance 
men in the city he is at the same time one of the most promi- 
nent dealers in real estate. He buys and improves and sells prop- 
erty and docs an enormous business in finding purchasers for 
the property of others. He has negotiated some of the largest 
deals that have been conducted in this section in recent years, 
ind it may safely be stated that he has the largest and most 
profitable real estate and insurance business in the whole county. 
He is also one of the largest property owners in the city, and 
county, and only last year added to his holdings of improved 
property by erecting a magnificent office building on the main 
street of Miami. 

He has splendid teams and handsome carriages, touring cars 
and runabouts and is prepared on a moment's notice to show 
any prospective purchaser groves, or farms, or timber lands, 
river fronts, or bay fronts or business blocks or city residences. 
No agent in the city is more thoroughly equipped for the rapid 
handling of business and it is not strange, therefore, that his 
business is growing every year, both in fire insurance and real 
estate. While there was some complaint last season as to the 
volume of business, it is a matter of record that his business was 




not only exceptiotially good, but was even larger tban tliai m ibc 
year bcfDrc, 

He is a memlier of the Florida Fire Underwriters State A$- 
sociation, and enjoys tlie advantage in his business relatkxsi of 
being able lo speak fluently both German and French. He i^ 
CrtJt " the most public-spirited citizens of Miami, and not mh 
takes tne greatest interest in promoting and developing the affiin 
of the city, but is ever ready to give of his talents and his meaiB 
lo every worthy ptihlic cause. He was a moving spirit 
in the organization of the local Society for the Fre\Tn* 
tion of Cruelty to Animals^ of which he is president. He 
was a member of the first military company that was organised 
in Miami. He was a charter member of the Miami Board of 
Trade, and has rendered invaluable services to the city in various 
capacities as a member of the acth*e working committees which 
have had in charge movements for Miami's benefit and has 
dered especially acceptable service on the Committee on Iniinigri' 
tion. He is a member of the Florida State Horticultural Society 
He is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and 
not only a member of the Episcopal church, but is one of its vc** 
trymen, and also one of the most able members of the splendid 
choir. 

He is not allied with any political party, but votes for that 
man whom he considers to he the best qualified to fill the office. 
As to the attainment of success he suggests that among other 
things that is necessary is to advertise liberally : never let go of 
a customer, but in all things persevere and push ahead. Most of 
all he considers that honest and square dealing are absolutely es- 
sential. He is a student of system, and law, and in his general 
reading prefers works of a historical character. 

Mr. Dorn was married Sept. 23, 1901, to Elizabeth G. Leete. 
a great grand-daughter of Governor Leete, of Connecticut. Her 
parents were George Augustus and Harriet Augusta Leete. of 
New Haven, Conn. They have one child, Gertrude Elizabeth 
Harriet Dorn. They reside in one of the most magnificent of the 
many beautiful residences in the city, and their home is the cen- 
ter of a large and cultivated circle of warm friends. 
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Richard Whyte, of Ft. Pierce, merchant, manufacturer, fruit 
grower, and mayor of Ft. Pierce, was bom in Carillion, Province 
of Quebec, Canada, on June 10, 1861. His parent^ were John 
and Ellen Jane (Barnage) Whyte. His father was a farmer, and 
the family, though living in the midst of a French population, 
was of English extraction. 

Richard Whyte's early education was confined to attendance 
on a private school known as Wanless Academy. At the age of 
fifteen he left home to make his own way, and in 1878 commenced 
his business life at Menominee, Michigan, as an employee of the 
L. W. & Vane S. Lumber Company. Up to 1900 he steadily 
pursued his business in the northwest, but desiring a milder cli- 
mate, he moved to Florida, finally in 1901, locating at Ft. Pierce. 

On October 10, 1891, he was married to Margaret E. Schroe- 
der, daughter of H. J. and Harriet Schroeder, of Algoma, Wis. 
They have one child, Harriet Vernice, now ten years old. 

Mr. Whyte's success in Ft. Pierce has been marked. He first 
established a wholesale fish business in his own name, then he be- 
came president and part owner of the ice factory operated under 
the corporate name of the St. Lucie Ice Company. Then he 
opened up land and put in an orange and tangerine g^ove, and 
pineapple plantation. All his business interests have prospered, 
an J he is much esteemed by his fellow townsmen, who, after keep- 
ing him as president of the city council for four years, elected 
him mayor of the city. To this position he has recently been elect- 
ed for a second term, without opposition. 

A consistent member of the Methodist Church, he is also 
active in other fraternal organizations, and is affiliated with the 
Masons, Odd Fellows, Woodmen, and other beneficial societies. 
Mr. Whyte is a Democrat in State and county matters, and a 
Republican in national affairs. He considers his first duty at 
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Crstrr Hinliuaar 

On the 30th of October, in the year 1871, I.c>tcr WintUMr 
was born, at the home of his father, John Windsor, in Anirt iiu*. 
Georgia. 

Mr. Windsor represents that type of encrj^y and abihty thrtt 
has made the men of the South foremost in atTair.s of poliinal, 
social, and financial importance. 

The father of Lester Windsor, is John Windvir, a rcMitrd 
banker, who has bestowed upon his son a hcritaj;r of forrc f«ir 
successful accomplishment, and from his mother, jjuily, br U:\^ 
inherited many graces of thought. 

The shoe business first attracted Lester Windsor, and in |MHM, 
he established himself in that business at Amrrirtja, ittutinfk tti 
1891, he decided to enter the banking; bn^ifir-^si, and »«f«|»u-d ^tt 
important position in the same town in which !»*• h»d b«ifMM bU 
career. Six years later, he renjoved to I;rS'/to tnwtiy, VUt^'vU, 
and opened up exten'-ivc oranj^r ijrow»ti|/ t*i»€tuihnti !« 
1904 he moved ajijain, n^iakinj^ hi'^ b'/trK- ;it Wtit^'t I l^v*-**. «♦« PmIU 
county, where he still re*id«r*, tuanui^wir n }/forj#tf'/i<c •.tH«.t(rf in*, 
of orange growing. 

Mr. Windsor TT:arri*-d hiv^ M'/f^ M f''**.vb. of Mh,i»,n*\ 
who wa^' iht daujirh^-frr of ^) }, )''xvb ;i»t»d JJ«.*4b> llHi^i^^b 
Roesch, ifjrmtr)}' of ^^rfra^rtv ^/f ^bi: *//f»^*f»*a^I ♦»»!**♦ iy^^ «,ro 
bright V.A'v biiv*: 1j»;frr. V-t*' 7 ^** "^ f»v»'**: *»♦* /. If^^'l !>:-*#.* s»#<*< 
John Otto. 

party. ji.r*c bs:: '^i^rj •v'!% a% «»u *//«./».*-•,*> .♦. >f' ^#<v^ v rf " y. 



L£fm WiKosoit. 

^ktMi «» rmd mud slud>% wd be vriO ^iMym^m 
. and books written alo^ the fine «f te* 
of infifiiic v^hm to the smm m ho plaaUk «rf 



Is tM% Me ht Mflftded the county schools at Ammass, vi 
r null % ««ai^ of 1%her s^iudy at Xf Llkrsbur^, Kt-» an « 
lii 04qE^ M baeineu^. Ky. In this way he started aft 
hktM. well equipped (or his avocaikm* 
^* IKMbd^ beKrves ibit c^rrful attention to orange grw 
^ili^aiilAe^tni^ <^f hmtkiiHtinil literature, has been the jUUKii'i 
^ iis ;«we*«^ He believes also that religion, educatioo, m^ 
, T*fi«^ people aicouraged lo locate in FkxidL 
tllie interest^ and |>rogr€S5 of the State. 
I H 9iflil^ nwn Mr* Windsor is a successful and m 
0/k m^ 9mi li» IMfaefiee m tlie seeticm of the State whenetti he 
l» fiftdir lil hmmk ^ mi t t t t mmM. that might vi ell be an example 
%^ ^l^f^ *» V^ e^iMT aftfT Mm. 




30l|n WuiUt Wrhtmun 

John Waller Wideman represents the type of man m whom 
the intellectual development has found precedent over the more 
strenuous activities of public life, and yet he is not without the 
motive power of energy and aspiration that has never failed of 
bringing success to a man, when properly focused. His career 
has been developed along the lines of thought and study applied, 
and his theories have been potent in the process of rounding out 
his professional life. 

In South Carolina, the State of statesmen and men, who **do 
things," he was born. At the time of his birth his father, James 
H. Wideman, a prosperous farmer, was residing at Bradley, a 
progressive little town. The day upon which Professor Wide- 
man was born was the 11th of September, 1859, and through the 
years of his boyhood, his mind was directed towards learning and 
acquiring knowledge that was to serve him in after life. From 
his mother, Mary Watson Wideman, he received a spiritual train- 
ing, and an impetus to attain alone to the highest. By near kin- 
ship he is related to the noted Baptist divine, John Waller, whose 
good works are recorded in the early history of Virginia, at a 
time when mental culture and breeding counted for everything. 
Another relative on the paternal side is Sir Edmund Waller, of 
England. 

The public schools and private institutions of learning pro- 
vided John Waller Wideman with his early education, and later 
on he entered Furman University at Greenville, S. C. Here his 
financial condition interferred with his course of study, and in the 
middle of the fourth year in which he waS working, with every 
promise of success, for an A.M. degree, he was compelled to 
leave college and take a position in a school at Donaldsville, S. C, 
where he taught for a term of three months, succeeded for three 
succeeding terms by the same work at Elmwood, S. C. 
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Wideman. The Demcx:ratic party is the one he is allied to, and 
while he has not been actively engaged in politics, he has kept 
in touch with national and international affairs, and been loyal 
to his party whenever any State or civic issues have arisen. 

Professor Wideman is a Baptist, and enjoys the esteem and 
confidence of his co-laborers in that Church, and in all circles in 
which he moves. 

Mr. Wideman now resides at De Land. 
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Physician and surgeon for over fifty years, an actii 
getic, brainy man, whose heart was sympathetic with hum 
and whose sympathy was of that depth \vhich made hii 
to afford as much rehef as lay within the power and abil 
which he was endowed, a man of advanced ideas whuf 
for the public good and w'as fearless in offering his plans, 
addition to the practice of his profession, has always t 
interest in politics, who has served as engrossing cleric 
Legislature, and held numbers of positions of honor an 
who has been a prolific writer, and who, at the ripe old 
eighty-two, is still active and alert^ taking a keen interest t 
day ai?airs, is John Milton Hawks, of Hawks Park* 
county. 

Dr. Hawks comes of old Quaker stock. His first 
who came to America, was Adam Hawks, who came fro^ 
land in Gov. Winthrop's fleet of eleven vessels in 163( 
family was of the Quaker sect, and were industrious, skille* 
men. Its descendants have a fair quota of ministers, lawye 
t(^rs and legislators, and at least one member of Congre! 
New York. C. H. Hawks is a professor of mathematics 
University. Another member of the family is a professo 
University of Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia. A Southen 
scntative of the family was on the staff of Stonewall Jac 
the time of his death. 

Another Hawks was a member of Congress from \ 
New York. 

He received his early education at the common scho 
at the Bradford (N. H.) High School. Pefore he was 
years of age he began to teach a winter school at Warner 
Pie also afterwards taught school in Warner and Rradfo 
1843 and 1<S44 he taught winter and snminor school^ in 
county, N. Y. In 1844, 1845 and 1846, he tanirht a private 
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in Houston county, Ga. He attended the Eclectic Medical Col- 
lege at Cincinnati, graduating in 1847, and then entered the Ver- 
mont Medical College and graduated in 1848, beginning the prac- 
tice of medicine at Manchester, N. H., in 1848. Here he was for a 
time one of the overseers of the poor. He first saw Florida for 
a few weeks in 1851, when he sold out both his interest in practice 
and in a drugstore, and with a friend, started for California to 
make a fortune with a view of establishing a co-operative com- 
munity in which there should be no temptation to steal or do 
wrong. Incidentally, it may be stated that he is still an optimist 
along this line. He never reached California, but he did view the 
beauties of Florida, and was so impressed that upon his marriage 
to Esther Hill, a daughter of Parmenus and Jane (Himball) Hill, 
a few years later, he brought his bride to Manatee and spent the 
winter of 1855. He volunteered his services to the New York 
Freedman's Aid Association as physician to the freedmen on 
Edisto and other sea-islands from February to June, 1862. He 
then examined the recruits for the first negro regiment that was 
accepted by the government. He was acting assistant surgeon on 
the staff of Gen. Saxton, at Beaufort, S. C, June to October, 1862, 
assistant surgeon of the First South Carolina colored volunteers 
October, 1862, to October, 1863, surgeon of the 21st U. S. Vol- 
unteers, October, 1863 to December 1, 1865, when he resigned to 
come to Florida. He was in charge of general hospital No. 10, 
for colored soldiers, when he treated the wounded from the charge 
on Fort Sumter. He had charge of the smallpox hospital in 
Charleston during the summer of 1865, and was temporarily in 
charge of the Confederate prisoners on Morris Island in 1864. He 
was chief medical officer, northern district department of the 
South, at Johnson's Island, S. C, in February, 1865. He was 
frequently on examining boards while in the army. Since his re- 
turn to Florida after the war, he has held numerous important 
positions. He was surgeon in the marine hospital service, the first 
in Jacksonville, in 1872. During reconstruction days he was sec- 
retary of the board of registration for Volusia county, under Gen. 
Pope, in 1868. He was engrossing clerk of the lower branch 




of the Florida Legtskture in 186S, 1869 and 1870. He was ip- 
pamtcd oolary public at large m 187L He was assistant assessor 
of internal mersue for district No, 5, comprisiog llic eight mc^* 
esn counties of Florida m 1871. 

He has always been a student of sociologicat wcniis md 
m^Mks written with a new to the betterment of the condttkici of 
mankind. He has always been a man of ideas, and w^hen be ^w 
anything that he thoaght needed changing he dkl not hcatiir 
|9 saf SOL As early as 1848^ in Manchester, N. H«. he advnettrf 
ill the ptiblie prints and to lectures the granting of sultrayef 
wecaea as a right Through Senator Ptimian he introduced! 
fiist petftion favoring woman suffrage ever presented to 
Florida Legi^latkil^ Wliile assistant as^ssor of United 
Inlemal Rirvatue and living at Pensacola, be called a meeting 1 
^ike action toward establishing a public librar)v He headed the 
Subscri|:»don list and solicited aid in books and money, the ir^isk 
being the gathering of the niiel^is of the ^lendid, flourishing 
fNtbUe library at Pensacola today. 

He gave the name of Port Orange to the post -office a ntflc 
ncMTth of Mosquito inkt wfaOe he was the postmaster there in 
1866, There is no other Port Orange in the whole coiintr>\ He 
was the first f>o>tma>ter at Hawks Park, and one day while he 
was calling on a patient, the carrier took the mail by to Oak Hill. 
ten miles beyond. On his return he immediately roiie to Oak 
Hill, got the mail, brought it back and carried it around to the 
patrons of the office. 

Concerning his profession he says : "Through all my profes- 
sional life, it has been my conviction that in nine-tenths of the 
cases where people recover from acute disease under the various 
systems of medical practice, they would recover anyhow without 
any medicine whatever, if they only had proper nursing, attend- 
ance and dieting. Consequently, the true mission of the medicaf 
fraternity is to prevent disease by the timely teaching of the laws 
of health. The highest state of public health can not be attained 
under the fee system as practiced at present. 

^•Questions needing attention in the interest of happiness 
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and prosperity are *the moral, intellectual and industrial training 
of the young, and habits of industry inculcated and enforced ; "if 
a man will not work, neither shall he eat" ; greater respect for 
the laws of the land until better law can be established. This is 
the best training for all the races of men.' " 

He is a member of the Free Religious Association, and in 
politics is an independent Republican, voting for the best man. 
He is a life member of the American Peace Society, a member 
of the Lynn (Mass.) Historical Society, a member of the Hough- 
ton Horticultural Society, of the Free Religious Association of 
Boston, the Village Improvement Association of Hawks Park, the 
Lynn Boys' Club, the Associated Charities, the Grand Army of 
the Republic, and the Free and Accepted Masons. 

He has written for the press since 1851, beginning with 
The Manchester Mirror. He was the first writer to suggest the 
making of soldiers out of ex-slaves. While engrossing clerk of 
the Florida Legislature, he reported the proceedings for The 
Florida Union, of Jacksonville. He also wrote for The Semi- 
tropical and The Savannah Morning News. He was the pub- 
lisher of the first two directories of the city of Jacksonville, is- 
sued in 1870 and 1881 ; of the "Florida Gazetter/* 1871 ; of the 
"East Coast of Florida," 1887. He also prepared and had pub- 
lished an album by means of which families could keep record of 
marriages, births, deaths, etc., a forerunner of the legal provision 
for a record of vital statistics which in recent years has been 
adopted in so many states. While a resident of New Hampshire, 
he wrote a history of Bradford, which was incorporated in the 
history of Merrimack and Belknap counties. Dr. Hawks is well 
preserved and active and alert, finding much pleasure in life, and 
contemplating the improved conditions to which he has contrib- 
uted in no small degree. 

At his home in Hawk's Park, he has fitted up comfortable 
quarters for the entertainment of his friends, and those friendly 
disposed. Such as take advantage of this provision always feci 
amply repaid for the hours spent in the society of this humanity 
lover, and true patriot. 




Bom ifi XoTth Carolina, November 8. 
Utttiersjiy of \ irginia with the degree of E 
pOQited pri\*ate secretary to Governor E. 
thereafter, elected county judge of Leon 
twenry-eigtit : appomted clerk of the Supi 
in Maxell, 1889 ; appointed State Treasurer 
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School and at the University of North G 
Civil War emigrated with his family to L< 
lie engaged largely in planting, but partic 
member of Scott's battalion of the Fifth 
home is one of the t\TJical, old-time residen 
was a man of fine physique, high mental 
character, an ardent Episcopalian and a lo 
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crat. From 1893 to 1893 he served as superintendent of the 
United States government building, then in course of construc- 
tion, and in 1896 was elected county judge of Leon county, and 
re-elected in 1900 and 1904, filling that important office with signal 
ability to the date of his death, November 28, 1906. 

James Brjan Whitfield was married November 25, 1896, to 
Lelia R., daughter of John W. and Emma T. Nash, of Tallahas- 
see, who died October 4,* 1897, leaving a son, John N. Whitfield, 
now eleven years of age. June 12, 1901, he was again married 
to Margaret H., daughter of T. Hayward and Julia Church 
(Croom) Randolph, of Tallahassee, and they have three children 
living, viz. : Mary Croom, James Bryan, Jr., and Julia C. Whit- 
field. He is a member of St. John's Episcopal Church, and has 
always been an active and devoted member of the Democratic 
party, serving it at all times, and especially throughout the diffi- 
cult and sometimes dangerous experiences following the recon- 
struction period, with extraordinary zeal and fidelity. 

Throughout every phase of James Bryan Whitfield's re- 
markable official career his conduct and achievements have been 
such as to commend him, not only to those to whose favor he was 
indebted for promotion by appointment, but also to his fellow 
citizens of the county and the state, who so often testified by 
their votes to the unmeasured confidence which they reposed in 
his ability, his integrity, and his faithfulness to a high ideal of 
public service. But in the office which he now adorns, and which 
he has filled since February, 1904. he has veritably "come to his 
own.'* His judical mind, with full scope for its fullest develop- 
ment and exercise, enables him to grasp the salient features of a 
cause coming under his consideration, and to segregate them 
from immaterial and confusing matters, so that there is no dif- 
ficulty, even for laymen, to ascertain from his opinions pre- 
cisely what is the law. as pronounced by the court. 

No higher authority on legal matters exists in the United 
States than the Central Law Journal, published at St. Louis, since 
1874. That publication has taken frequent occasion to compli- 
ment the Florida Supreme Court, as now constituted, placing it 
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ful con-iderarior. oz their obligations as tmstees of the public 
domain." 

In ever\- emergency of his official career. Judge WTiittield, 
firmly disregarding all ulterior and subordinate influences, ha> 
hewed strictly and conscientiously to the singre line of public 
dut>*. a^ he conceived it. re^rdless of the incidental conse- 
quences. Approval of his course is shown by the wide con- 
sensuN of public sentiment that has so often placed, and so re- 
peatedly retained him in the public service. 
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Noali Jamrs SU^lftttan 

In our great war of independence no men made a better rec- 
ord than the soldiers from Maryland. The First and Second 
Mar>'Iand regiments of the Continental armies could not have 
been excelled in soldierly valor and discipline by any men in the 
world, and the First Regiment immortalized itself in the Iwtrle 
of Guilford Court House. 

Among these Revolutionar>' heroes who made the Maryland 
line famous, no name stands higher than that of Tilghman. The 
solid Col. Tilghman. who served as Washington's chief aide dur- 
ing the long years of the Revolutionary- struggle, needs no in- 
troduction to those familiar with American history. The Tilgh- 
mans appeared to have been settled in Mar>land since the very 
early days of that colony. From those early days down to the 
present they have been prominent in ever>- generation in that state ; 
useful, energetic, patriotic citizens, ready for any duty demanded 
either in peace or war, and now we find an offshoot of this 
splendid Marjland family helping to build up the new State of 
Florida. 

Xoah James Tilghman, of Palatka. was born in Worcester 
county, Maryland, on August 23, 1828. a son of John and Polly 
(Tniitt) Tilghman. The first ancestor of this important branch 
of the Tilghman family was said to have been one Gideon Tilgh- 
man, who came from England and settled in Accomac county, 
\'irginia, and his grandson moved to Worcester county. Mary- 
land. Xoah James Tilghman grew up on the eastern shore of 
Mar>'land and obtained such education as could be gained by a 
few months' attendance on the country schools of the county. 

Mr. Tilghman has published a little pamphlet called "Looking 
over the Past." covering reminiscences for a period of nearly 
seventy-five years. From this little pamphlet we learn that in his 
boyhood he had a rather more than the usual share of the hard- 
ships which fell to the farmer's boy in the first half of the nine- 
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leenth century, so that >^ hen he arriv c I at tiie age of tweuly-ooe 
he had a very slender education, and no capital whatever, except 
good principles and a strong constitution. Among the Utile In- 
cidents of his boyhood which illustrate his character he mentiims 
his devotion to his mother. The three first children being biiy*i, be 
turned in and helped his mother in housework and in spmning 
yarn, doing all that he could to relieve her burdens. 

Soon after starting out for himself, which was abotit the 
first of the year 1850, he married a daughter of a neighbor* Mm 
Coulbourne, on the 14th of March, 1850, Though seemingly a 
healthy young woman, she died in August, 1852, of consitmption. 
On the 15th of December, 1853, he married Miss Mary E. White, 

Being of a strong mechanical turn, he had easily drifted into 
the sawmill business, and in this business he struggled for a 
number of years, first in Mar^-Iand, then in West Virginia* where 
he was twice burned out, and, later, in Illinois, where he lost all of 
his savings through a rotten bank. In these years his hard-Jiips 
were many and great, and his misfortunes would have easily 
daunted a man of weaker mould. Finally, in March, 186S. he 
gathered together his possessions and returned to the eastern 
shore of Mar>'land, w^here he became interested again in a saw- 
mill, buying a minor interest. In two years he was out of debt, 
and a little later bought out other partners in the mill, until he 
became the majority owner. 

At this time he was prospering in a modest way, but in Xo- 
vember, 1869, lost the wife who had been a faithful partner of his 
hardships. Again in March. 1871, he married, in Snow Hill 
Maryland, Mrs. Caroline P. McAllen, a widow, who was a daugh- 
ter of Levi and Charlotte Hazard Nelson. 

In the meantime his boys had grown into men. and. in 1884, 
they talked of Florida. He had two sons. William Gordy and 
John Quinten. and one daughter, Ida Jane (now married"). The 
sons were of such an age as to be able to take a full share in 
the management of business affairs, so in partnership with them 
he bought land in Putnam county, Florida, at a place named 
Francis, and moved his mill from Tvaskin. Maryland, to that 
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place, having disposed of the mill in Salisbury, Maryland. In 
the fall of 1889 the mill was moved to Palatka, enlarged, and a 
partner taken in, Greenleaf Johnson, of Baltimore. Mr. John- 
son, a little later, sold his interest to the Messrs. Wilson, of Michi- 
gan. The mill was then operated in partnership until 1893, when 
the Wilsons bought out the Tilghmans. In the fall of 1893, N. J. 
Tilghman and sons purchased the idle mill which had been oper- 
ated by D. A. Boyd, and fitted it up as a shingle mill, building 
near it a planing mill intended principally for a box factory. 
Both the shingle mill and the box factory did a large business 
until the big freeze of 1894-5 practically put the box factory out 
of business. The planing mill was continued then principally 
for dressing timber for local demands, and the chief attention of 
the firm was turned to shingle making, of which it is said they 
make about the best in the country. 

While the business is actively continued by the junior part- 
ners, Mr. Tilghman, notwithstanding his advanced years, is able 
to walk to the mill twice each day, and to take a keen interest in 
its aflFairs. After an active working life, covering sixty-one years 
from his first start as a lad to his retirement, full of unusual toil 
and hardships with many misfortunes, Mr. Tilghman has found 
the latter part of his life his most prosperous. That he has de- 
served this prosperity is emphatically true. During his long life 
he has lived without any of the small vices or bad habits which the 
average man acquires. 

An active member and a local preacher in the Methodist 
Church since his youth, he has been both a preacher and a doer of 
the Word. A practical mechanic, able to adapt himself to all 
sorts of conditions, his mechanical skill has finally put him in 
touch with the business which has made him a fortune. A philos- 
opher by temperament, with a strong poetic turn which has found 
expression in several hundred fugitive poems during the latter 
years of his life, he has a well-rounded character not often 
met with. 

In political matters Mr. Tilghman affiliates with the Repub- 
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Ecan party. Like many of the older generation, his niemb^d 
in secret fraternities h confined to the Masonji and Odd ] 

In his reading, which has been wide, and which has muk 
him a iimn of excellent education, he has yet found the BSde 
the most helpful of all books. 

Of inventive turn of niindt he is the patentee of several 
different mechanical inventions. 

Interested in evernhing which pertains to the public wdftrt* 
he has been a writer on current quesrjons of interest in a number 
of papers, such as the Xew York Christian Advocate, the Florida 
Oiristian Advocate, Baltimore American, The Wicomico Xewss, 
The Salisbury Advertiser and Courier, The JacksonviHe Time^ 
Union, The Falatka News. The Falatka Times-Herald, and the 
Tallahassee True Democrat. Mr. Tilghman is a strong beliei'cr 
in the prohibition of the Hquor traffic, and believes it will do much 
both for Florida and the nation, and is also an earnest advocate of 
Ihe building of good roads. He came to Florida twcnty-fiit 
years ago, a man past the meridian of life, and of solid character. 
In this quarter of a century he has made monfy, but better than 
that, he has broadened and widened and deepened in character 
until he stands to-day success fuK both from the standpoint of 
business judgment 4md of hearty sympathy with all tIio>e lhin^<^ 
which pertain to the moral uphiiiUling of the country. Mis lite 
furnishes a stron*^ inspiration to lliose young men who may 
encounter hardships. He has lived up to the very best trath'tion^i 
of the Til^£jhman family, and when that is said, it is equivalent 
to giving a man a diploma from the liest school of American 
citizenship. 
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Jefferson county is not excelled in its rich agricultural pos- 
sibilities by any county in the state. Leading the state in the pro- 
duction of cotton and producing all field crops and almost every 
agricultural product in abundance, adapted to profitable fruit- 
growing and affording splendid pasturage to the improved herds of 
every variety of live stock ; diversified agriculture under the most 
favorable of circumstances, is largely engaged in and the people 
are among the most progressive and prosperous in the state. 
Naturally, the adjacent towns, and the county seat, Monticollo, 
especially, afford exceptional opportunities to the progressive and 
enterprising business man. A large business is done in every line, 
and in meeting the demands of the people there is keen compe- 
tition in providing the best selected and most tastefully displayed 
stocks. The merchants are as hustling and active a set as arc 
to be found in many even larger towns and prominent among 
them is George Choice Bishop, who has one of the leading gen- 
eral merchandise establishments of the town, and is interested 
in other prosperous enterprises and institutions. Mr. Hishop is a 
native of Jefferson county, having been born near Aucilla. May 
7, 1852. 

His parents were Martin and Delilah Walker Bishop. He 
is descended from one of the old families of South Carolina, and 
his immediate progenitors removed from Barnwell county, near 
Charleston, S. C, in 1825, and settled in Jefferson county. His 
father was a farmer, and he was reared on the farm, receiving 
his education in the public schools of Jefferson county. He be- 
gan his business career in Aucilla in 1881, in a general merchan- 
dising establishment which he conducted with profit and success 
until his removal to Monticello, in 1901. Here he opened up on 
an even larger scale, and his thrift and enterprise and close at- 
tention to business has been rewarded by the continued growth 
and prosperity of his business. He has greatly enlarged his fa- 





George Choice Bishop. 

cilities and increased his stock, and under the firm name of G. C 
Bishop & Son, conducts one of the leading general merchaBtii?c 
houses in the section. His splendid income from this prospenm* 
business has enabled him to make other important investmcflts. 
and he and his son, under the firm name of G. C. Bishop & Son. 
are proprietors of the Monticello Telephone Exchange. The same 
firm, under the same name of G. C. Bishop & Son, own anO op- 
crate an up-to-date livery stable, and he is interested in and a di- 
rector of the Farmers' and Mercliaiits' Bank of Monticello. 

He is one of the most influential citizens of the town, and is an 
advocate of an organized effort to attract a desirable clas^ o( 
immigrants t othe state. He is a consistent member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, and in politics is a Democrat 

Mr, Bishop has been twice married. On October 1, 1876, he 
married Miss Jennie Braswell, a daughter of T, M. and Nancy 
Braswell. of Jefferson county. From this marriage there were 
eight children, all living, as follows: Thomas G,, Julia, Vallie* 
Hattie, Adolphus, Eugene, Jennie Belle and Leonidas Bishop. 
He lost his first wife, and on May 28, 1908, married Mrs. B€>?;»e 
Capps. 

In addition to the business interests referred to in previous 
panigraplis. Mr. Bishop is interested iti a pecan nur-^ery, ami m 
the tobacco business, these two interests liaving become prouiiiitnt 
of late years in lii^ section of the state. ^iu\ g'ivtnjj promise of vcrv 
large development in the near fiilure. A successful maa iit ilie 
various enterprises which he ha^ undertaken. Mr. Bishop ha- 
earned his success by a life of industry and intej^rity. 
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The rapid progress and development of the great commercial 
and industrial interests of the metropolis affords rare opportunity 
for winning material success, and ambitious, able young men can 
nowhere find a more profitable return for endeavor. Many of the 
wealthy and prominent citizens of Jacksonville made small be- 
ginnings only a few years since. The opportunity that was theirs 
still exists today, and the successes won, the fortunes accumulated, 
are simply auguries of promise for the future. A conspicuous 
instance of what may be accomplished where intellect and indus- 
try are applied is furnished in the story of Charles Henry Maim 
and the recital of his career should prove an incentive and an in- 
spiration to every young man who enters upon life's career with 
small capital, and whose path is beset with difficulties. Begin- 
ning business when only sixteen years of age with limited re- 
sources, he has won his way to an enviable position in the com- 
mercial and industrial world. 

Mr. Mann is of English birth, and comes of a family of pa- 
triots. His grandfather on his mother's side was at the battle of 
Waterloo, and was awarded a medal for bravery on the field. \l'\< 
father was an officer in the English navy, while one of his broth- 
ers died with "Chinese" Gordon in the massacre of the (lonlon 
Highlanders at Khartoum. He was born at Chatham, in county 
Kent. England, December 26, 1876, his parents Iwing Charlo< 
and Rebecca Turner Mann. The family removed to the United 
States in 1881, and located at first at Detroit, Mich., where they 
remained two years before coming to Jacksonville, where they 
have since made their home. 

Mr. Mann's education was obtained by private iu'^tructions. 
but as he entered business life at an early age, he studied at night 
attending night school in Jacksonville, where he also took a busi- 
ness college course. He entered mercantile life when (nily sixteen 
year< of age. embarking with a small capital in the bu^ine<< of 
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handling hides and skins* He possessed more than ordmary busi- 
ness ability, and being energetic and industrious, won his wa>" to 

prosperity, enlarging his business from time to time, and ejctcod- 
ing his interests. Having once secured a start, he made rapid 
progress, and though he only began in 1892, he now has extensiifc 
interests in several important enterprises, and is in additioit i 
large owner of valuable real estate. His place in the conimercial 
life of Jacksonville is one of high standing, and he is a man of 
wide influence. 

He is vice-president of the Citizens* Bank, president and gtm- 
eral manager of the Southern Hide and Skin Company, prc^idciU 
of the Pablo Development and Power Company » president of the 
American Oak and Leather Tanning Company* vice*prcsideiH of 
the Wilaka Mineral Water Company, and a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Jacksonville Board of Trade. He i.^ an 
earnest a<lvocate of the plan of building a g^x^d system of public 
roads throughout tlie state, and l^elieves the development of Flwr- 
ida lands is the next most important question to be con&idered. 
He favors an eamei^t consideration devising plans for utilUing 
the lands after they have been denuded of their timber growth. 
He h also an earnest friend to the cnn?^c of education. He wa? 
appointed by Governor Broward in June, 1907, as a member of 
the town council of Pablo Beach, and during the period of his 
membership has served the council as its president. 

He is a Democrat in politics, and while not a member of any 
church, his preference is for the Episcopal doctrine. As to the 
attainment of success in life, he says: "Success in business is 
attained only by close application, hard work, and a true regard 
for the rights of others. Never undertake a proposition unless 
you can put your whole soul into it and keep everlastingly at it. 
Be prompt, use dispatch and be strictly honest in all business 
matters." 



^r 




J^ 



} ; 



■ III J 



1>IUV O 19 J/ 




